
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

    Thursday 17th March 2022 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

RE: Cancellation of W8 Service - Update 
 

I am writing to parents and carers of students who catch the W8 Service Bus, according to our transport 
survey records and via checking students who have caught this bus recently. 
 
Chris Slater (School Business Manager) and I met with Steve Wainwright (West Yorkshire Combined 
Authority) on Monday 14th March 2022. We discussed the poor communication and unacceptable timescales 
regarding this bus service and its cancellation. I can assure you that the strength of feeling from families and 
the school was communicated clearly during this meeting. We have had multiple communications by e-mail 
and telephone calls since then. I’m pleased to let you know that a solution has been found. 
 
After these discussions – I can confirm the following has been agreed: 

- The W8 Service will continue, as it is running now, until the Easter Holidays (this is operated by Blue 
Sky Coaches); 

- From Monday 25th April 2022 – a new service called the SW8 Service will be run by Arriva Buses. 
This will take the same route as the existing W8 bus does now; 

- This new SW8 Service is a commercial service, not just a school bus service. But Arriva have 
suggested that they expect very few members of the public to use the service; 

- I’m pleased to say that the fare costs will remain exactly the same as they are now, with the same 
fare-saving products remaining as they do now.  

 
This has been a frustrating period of discussions, especially as one of the options put forward by the 
authorities would have entailed the fares rising significantly to keep the service running. I’m glad that this is 
not the case. 
 
In short – from Monday 25th April the service becomes the SW8, it runs the same route as the W8 does 
now and all the fares will stay exactly the same. 
 
As you know we do not run the bus services and schools are often powerless in the face of commercial 
decisions. However, I trust that students, parent and carers who would have been affected by a service 
change see this solution as acceptable. 
 
If there is any further information to pass on, as always, I will keep you informed. 
 
My very best wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Philip Dore  
Headteacher 


