
 

 

 

 

 

                      Thursday 6th January 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

OFSTED Final Inspection Report 

I am writing to let you know that OFSTED have contacted me to confirm that the final inspection 
report from our recent OFSTED inspection can be published. 
 
I am delighted to let you know that St Wilfrid’s Catholic High School & Sixth-Form College continues 
to be graded as a GOOD school. The criteria to be graded as a GOOD school are vast, wide-ranging, 
highly demanding and require significant and substantial evidence. We are very pleased with the 
outcome.  
 
All the strengths and areas for development that were commented on by the Inspection Team were 
entirely in-line with the School Evaluation Documents that were presented to the Inspectors. This 
shows that school leaders know the strengths and areas for development of the school and have 
rigorous and robust plans to address where further improvement can be made. 
 
I am sending the final report to parents and carers with this letter. It will also be put on the school 
website. OFSTED will publish the report on their inspection website within the next 7 days. 
 
As you can see, we had a section 8 inspection. This essentially means that schools do not have every 
area of school graded separately (as they would with a section 5 inspection); rather we have a shorter 
report which states the evidence that was found to grade the school overall. 
 
I would like to put a few things into context that are in the report. There are many comments praising 
the work and commitment of students, parents, staff, governors and the Trust. These are most 
definitely to be celebrated. Our two main recommendations for improvement are around KS3 to KS4 
Options and the teaching of Phonics reading to students who are significantly below age-expected 
reading standards.  
 
Firstly, we have operated a 3 year KS4 model at St Wilfrid’s for many years. This has meant that 
students have chosen their GCSE Options at the end of Year 8 and begun them in Year 9, many schools 
in this area do the same. There is a medium-term plan to address any concerns that the KS3 curriculum 
is reduced by this. In fact, Inspectors told me that the curriculum coverage is apt, but that it could 
perhaps be embedded further. The impact of the pandemic and disruption to learning is clearly also 
playing a part in this. We are looking closely at our curriculum model and the curriculum content of 
Year 9 going forward to address this suggestion. As normal, we will be in touch this term regarding the 
Options / Pathways process for current Year 8 students. 
 
 



 

Secondly, the weakest readers, who are significantly well below age-expected reading standards, are 
taught in catch-up and specialist SEN groups and in one-to-ones. As a Trust we have already planned a 
Phonics approach that will ensure that these readers have expert provision and make rapid gains in 
their reading levels. 
 
I was also delighted to see that our Sixth-Form is mentioned and praised in the report. 
 
In a forthcoming Newsletter I will also share some of the verbal comments that were given at the end 
of the inspection by the OFSTED team, as these comments do not appear in OFSTED reports, but there 
were many highly-positive comments made about the school’s work. 
 
I’ll keep this letter short for now. 
Just to say a massive thank you to students, parents, staff, governors and the Trust. 
 
Fidem Servavi! 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Dr Philip Dore 
Headteacher 

  
  


