
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Monday 3rd January 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Education Secretary’s Announcement 
 
As you may have seen over the weekend, the Education Secretary announced new guidance 
on face masks in schools and colleges.  
 
The announcement states that face masks are now strongly recommended to be worn 
during lessons, in addition to wearing them around corridors and when travelling to school 
and college on buses. Students who are exempt from wearing a face mask remain exempt.  
 
This is in place for all schools and colleges until at least 26th January.  
 
I would be grateful if parents and carers could reinforce the strong recommendation for 
students to wear face coverings when in lessons, around the school site and when travelling 
to school / college. Constant reminders from staff are an avoidable distraction from the core 
business of the school.  
 
The reopening of St Wilfrid’s remains unchanged.  
 

 Y7, Y8 and Y9 students are back in school on Tuesday 4th January. Students (with 
parental consent) will take a lateral flow test on site in the morning.  

 

 Y10, Y11, Y12 and Y13 students are being taught live lessons via Microsoft Teams 
on Tuesday 4th January (as per their week 1 timetable).  
 

 Y10, Y11, Y12 and Y13 students will return to the school site on Wednesday 5th 
January. Students (with parental consent) will take a lateral flow test on site in the 
morning.  

 
Please encourage your child to take a lateral flow test on the evening before they return to 
school too. If your child tests positive then please book a PCR test for them and do not send 
them to school until the PCR test result is confirmed as negative.  
 
As you will know, if a student gets a positive result on a lateral flow test they must book a 
PCR test. If this is negative then they can return to school. If it is positive then they must self-
isolate. Instead of 10 days, self-isolation can end on the 7th day - if negative lateral flow 
tests are done on the 6th and 7th day. If the student continues to have a high temperature 
at day 6 then they must self-isolate for the full 10 days. 
 
 
 



 

We all want to limit the number of positive covid cases and any resulting student absences 
so that all students can continue their face-to-face learning with their teachers. We also 
want to limit covid-related staff absence which could possibly mean that schools may have 
to temporarily change the way they operate.  
 
I want to thank you for the patience that will be required over the next term.  
 
I want to reassure all students, parents and carers that we will do everything possible to 
limit any disruption and that any temporary changes, such as remote learning, will only ever 
be done as a last resort if every other way of operating has been exhausted.  
 
Please do look out for my updates in the weekly Newsletter, where there is a weekly covid 
update.  
 
I will write to parents and carers when necessary and will, as always, keep you fully informed 
of any changes or developments.  
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming students back to school and college for the 
new term. 
 
May I wish you and your families the very best for the New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Dr Philip Dore  
Headteacher 

 


