
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PDR/CAP/STW          Friday 26th February 2021 
 

Re: Award of GCSE and A Level Results – Summer 2021 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
On Thursday 25th February the Secretary of State for Education announced further details about how summer 
grades will be awarded for GCSEs, BTECs and A Levels. I am writing to summarise the information that was given 
and to let you know what our plans are to proceed. Please read this letter carefully and discuss it with your son / 
daughter. 
 

Here is a summary of the Government’s announcement 
 

 This summer’s exam results will not be decided by an algorithm (a statistical model based on probable 
comparable outcomes). 

 There will be no requirement for grades to match a school or college’s historical outcomes. 

 Schools and Teachers will determine grades using a combination of mock exams, coursework, teacher 
assessments and classwork. 

 The evidence used to award a grade must be ‘substantial and sustained’. 

 Schools will enter grades in mid-June, allowing as much time as possible to collate evidence. 

 Schools will not divulge the grades they have given before exam results days as they are not confirmed 
until awarded by the exam boards. 

 Any concern that there will be ‘national grade inflation’ will be addressed by internal and external 
moderation checks. 

 These moderation checks will ensure that grades are accurate and can be evidenced. 

 The overall aim is to ensure that students can access the next stages of education or careers that are 
appropriate for them. 

 Optional assessments / exam papers will be set by the exam boards in every subject, but they will not be 
taken in exam conditions nor decide final grades. They may form part of an evidence base for awarding a 
specific student a grade, but will not be used as ‘exam results’ for this purpose. 

 For subjects where the Non Examined Assessment (NEA) forms a part of their grade, students should 
continue to work on their non-exam assessment (NEA). This will be marked by teachers and will 
contribute to the overall grade, whether or not it has been completed. This will not be moderated by the 
exam boards. 

 There will be an Appeals Process. To allow for this to happen, the Exam Results Days have moved: 
- A Level Results Day will be on Tuesday 10th August. 
- GCSE Results Day will be on Thursday 12th August. 

 Students will be given the opportunity to sit examinations in the Autumn if they are unhappy with their 
grade in a specific subject. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After reading the above summary of the Government announcement, it might be that students and families feel 
relieved that grades will not be changed centrally by exam boards to fit the exam result patterns of previous 
years. However, I must make it clear that schools are expected to provide substantial evidence that a student is 
achieving a particular grade. Exam boards will coordinate moderation and checking procedures, so it absolutely 
imperative that all schools can evidence work at a specific grade for every student in every subject. If a grade was 
given without ‘substantial and sustained’ evidence then it is possible that all student grades could be moderated 
downwards. 
 
The next steps for us at St Wilfrid’s are as follows: 

 when all Year 11 and Year 13 students return to school we will ensure that students’ well-being is 
prioritised  

 we will ensure that we further identify and address gaps in learning in a variety of different ways  

 we will provide teaching and assessment opportunities to allow students to evidence their achievement 

 we will give students every opportunity to evidence their ability in a subject above their current 
assessment grades 

 
Clearly, it is important that students continue to try their very best and work to their potential in every subject. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank students for their engagement in remote learning. Can I also thank 
all parents / carers for the continued support they have given their son / daughter and the school. It is very much 
appreciated and we understand just how difficult this period has been for students and families. Clearly, there 
has been a lot of anxiety and upset whilst waiting to hear how exam results would be decided on. Thank you for 
your ongoing patience and support. 
 
We will provide further information on assessments in subjects as students return to school and subject 
Departments begin to build the evidence base for each student. Subject assessments will be done with plenty of 
notice and we will be mindful of students’ workload in how we calendar them. 
 
As always, if you require any further information regarding this letter or have any questions then please do get in 
touch via Andy Lewis (Head of Sixth-Form) or Richard Tracey (Head of Year 11) in the first instance. 
 
Best wishes. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Philip Dore 
Headteacher 

 


