
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PDR/CAP/STW           22nd February 2021 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

May I thank you for your ongoing support in what continues to be a difficult time for students, families and school 
staff. 
 

As you may be aware, the Prime Minister made an announcement on Monday 22nd February 2021, which included a 
directive on the re-opening of schools.  
 

In summary, Government guidance says: 
 

 schools and colleges will reopen to all students from Monday 8th March 2021  

 schools are only open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers up until Friday 6th March 
2021 

 staff and students in secondary schools and colleges must wear face coverings in all areas, including 
classrooms and on transport, and other areas in school where 2 metres social distancing cannot be 
maintained. This is a temporary measure until Easter, and as with all measures, the government will keep it 
under review  

 students will remain in the Year Group Bubbles they have been in since September 2020. 

 all secondary school and college students will take COVID-19 tests as they return to the classroom from 
Monday 8th March 2021.  Secondary schools and colleges will have discretion on how to stagger the return 
of their students over that week to allow them to be tested on return.  After an initial programme of three 
tests in school or college, students will be provided with two rapid tests to use each week at home 

 secondary school and college staff will also be provided with two tests to use each week at home  

 missing out on classroom-based education has severe impacts for children and young people, with clear 
evidence that further time out of schools and colleges is detrimental for cognitive and academic 
development, learning, health and wellbeing  

 Public Health England studies continues to show that infection rates in schools mirror infection rates in the 
wider community, suggesting schools are not the main driver of infections  

 testing sites already set up in secondary schools and colleges will remain operational only for students who 
have been identified as finding it difficult to test themselves at home 

 

We are working hard to make sure that we are compliant with the latest Government guidance when school re-
opens. As I know you will understand, we need to take some time to put these new arrangements into place and to 
consider how we will test all students and provide the test kits for use at home; please be assured that we will also 
provide clear direction on how the tests should be administered. 
 

I will write to you later this week with further clarity on how we will bring students back into school with the 
necessary testing.  
 

Thanks for your patience and support. 
Very best wishes. 
 

 
 
Philip Dore 
Headteacher 

 


