
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELG/HMU/CAP/STW              30th September 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Update – Partial Closure for Year 10 students 

We hope that this finds you and your family well.  

As we continue to navigate these challenging times, we truly respect that many young people, 
parents and carers may be experiencing increasing anxiety about their child and their ongoing 
learning in their curriculum. We would like to reassure you that we are doing everything we 
can to minimise the disruption to learning and to provide online provision to help our young 
people continue to make progress. 

Of course, we would like to be able to keep our school open to all students. However, after 
several consultations with clinical professionals since the start of September, and due to 
adverse staffing levels, we took the decision to partially close the school to students in the 
Year 10, 12 and 13 ‘bubbles’. Please be assured that robust control measures, enhanced 
cleaning and meticulous processes remain in place, in order to reduce transmission of Covid-
19 as far as practicable, to support both staff and pupils within our school. With robust 
systems and processes under constant review, our aim remains to identify, report and 
respond, to manage any possible outbreak, in accordance with the current guidance issued 
by the Department for Education and Public Health England.  

Unless directed by Public Health England or the NHS Track-and-Trace service, you do not have 
to self-isolate. However, we would stress that transmission within the local community is 
currently high and continues to increase. We would recommend minimising contact to 
maximise the effectiveness of this period out of school, reduce transmission in the community 
and to ensure that new cases are not brought back into school when we resume on 12th 
October 2020. 

In terms of maintaining academic support for our young people, we have a system in place to 
adapt learning and maximise the opportunities for students to learn remotely from home. 
This has developed further since the previous closure in the summer term. We will continue 
to use Microsoft Teams to deliver content remotely for students to access their lessons. 
Students already have lesson content on their Microsoft Teams their classes, much of which 
can be accessed at any point. However, we are working to ensure that teachers deliver these 
lessons ‘live’, whilst partial closures remain in place. This means that teachers will be able to 
calendar a lesson for students to join and explain the key concepts of the lesson, over the 
system, during the course of a normal timetabled lesson. Students can then follow this work, 
including any tasks set, after the ‘live’ element of the lesson is completed. If staff are absent 
because they are ill, they are not expected to deliver their content ‘live’, and will set work for 
our learners to complete during that lesson. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of our students have become proficient with Teams already. However, there is a ‘How 
to’ guide for Teams available for students on our website under: ‘Students’, ‘Learning from 
Home’ - if they are unsure how to access this work or the ‘live’ sessions. There is a useful 
Microsoft Teams app which can be used on a mobile phone to access the content and                        
listen-in to the lessons. If there are any issues accessing Microsoft Teams, please get in touch 
with us using the following email address StudentITSupport@bkcat.co.uk 

We are conscious that our young people may still need support, not only with their academic 
attainment, but to ensure their mental health and wellbeing remains a key focus during these 
uncertain times. If you have any concerns, please reach out to school or to local services.  

If you are a family in receipt of Free School Meals, you will soon be contacted regarding food 
vouchers, which can be used at a major supermarket, to cover lunches for the next 8 days. 
Should you be entitled to this provision and have concerns accessing IT provision, please get 
in touch and we will endeavour to solve it as quickly as possible. 

We understand that there may be uncertainty for parents and carers should their child 
become unwell with the symptoms presented by Covid-19. Therefore, we kindly request that 
for your own assurance and protection of others, you access the NHS services to seek 
professional medical advice.  

Please refer to the NHS 111 website or telephone NHS 111 or your GP. There is an NHS online 
Self-Assessment Toolkit for further guidance and assistance. The online service helps to 
identify main symptoms of Covid-19 and can be accessed using the link below: 

https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/ 

We are sure you appreciate these are challenging times for all involved and we value your 
support and patience, as we navigate these unprecedented times. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Mrs H Murphy    Mr E Larrington 

Interim Co-Headteachers 
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