
 

   

 
 
  
 
 
ALE/LST/STW                 6th January 2021 
 
Dear Student,  
 
I hope that this letter finds you safe and well. I hope that you enjoyed the Christmas break with your 
families. A Happy New Year to you all. 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, which includes the closing of schools / colleges 
until February half term in the first instance, I felt that it was essential to update you all on the current 
situation for the year 12 and 13 students during this term. This is a changing situation and we will continue 
to provide clarity as and when we receive it. 
 
Of course, we would love to have you in college and I know that you will be upset by not being able to come 
in at this time. I share this disappointment with you and we are all working hard to ensure the best possible 
provision, whilst you continue to study at home. I am also aware that those in Year 13 will feel particularly 
disappointed that you will not be able to take your exams in the summer in the normal way, whilst those 
taking BTEC exams in January will be looking for clarity. 
 
Although the Government have moved to close schools / colleges and are reviewing how the summer 
assessment will look for the students, the following Public Exams will continue as scheduled in January 
during the period that college is closed. We are proceeding with the scheduled exams with all social 
distancing and COVID measures in place. Students involved must arrive in good time and be fully equipped 
at reception for 8.45am for morning exams and 12.45 for afternoon exams. Before the allocated exam time, 
report to the area outside of Theatre 1. Do not attend if you are showing symptoms of Covid-19. It is 
important to contact us if you are unable to attend. We require you to wear a mask until you are seated for 
the exam. 
 

Date Session and Venue Exam Time 

Mon 11th Jan AM - Dance Studio 31491Working in Health +Social 1hr 30 

Tues 12Th Jan PM - Dance Studio 31617H1B Biology 40mins 

Wed 13th Jan  AM - Dance Studio 31617H1C Chemistry 40mins 

Wed 13th Jan  PM - Dance Studio 31617H1P Physics 40mins 

Thurs 14thJan AM - Dance Studio Anatomy + Physics/ Health +Social 1hr 30 

Mon 18th Jan AM - Sacristy Part A Science  45mins 

Mon 18th Jan AM  - Sacristy PtB InvestSkill 1hr 30 

Mon 18th Jan PM  - Sacristy Btec Chemistry 50mins 

Tues 19th Jan AM - Sacristy        Btec Physics 50mins 

Tues 19th Jan PM - Sacristy       Btec Biology 50mins 
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As the summer examination season will no longer run as scheduled, at this stage, the likelihood is that 
teacher assessments will form a significant part of the final grade. Last summer, Ofqual initially applied an 
algorithm to calculate a grade for students, using teacher assessments as the start point. You may remember 
that Ofqual were forced to change this, following media coverage during the summer. We do not yet know 
what system will be applied in this examination series. However, it is important for you to know that teacher 
assessments are likely to form a significant part of it.  
 
It is vital that you continue in your subject lessons and commit fully to them on Microsoft Teams. This is 
absolutely not the time to sit back and relax and think that you do not need to work hard, as there is no 
examination season. Teacher assessment within the lessons, assessed pieces of work and rescheduled mock 
exams will all collectively provide a holistic evidence base for any teacher assessed grade. There is still likely 
to be some form of internal assessment and we await guidance on this. It is clear that this has to take place 
on the entirety of the course. To this end, tutors will continue to teach their courses and you will be 
expected to fully participate and meet assignment deadlines. 
 
We will also use the Year 12 and 13 Year Group Teams to share information with you and broadcast key 
messages, including signposting you to helpful websites. This medium has worked well so far this year and it 
is important that you keep checking in with it.  
 
The Sixth Form Team will also be making use of 3 of the form time sessions in each week, from next week, 
11th January: 
 

Mondays  
0850-0910 

Student Briefing/Assembly This is our weekly chance to get together as a 
community. In this session, Mr O’Rourke and 
myself will keep you up-to-date with 
developments. We will also share a weekly 
prayer. Look out for this on your individual 
calendar and remember to join with you 
microphone muted and camera off. 

Wednesdays  
0850-0910 

Form Tutorial Your form will check in with your sixth form 
tutor. This is a weekly opportunity to chat 
among the group and share any concerns 
with your tutor. You can also contact your 
tutor by email.  

Fridays 
0850-0910 

Weekly Quiz! Oh yes! Mr O’Rourke is working on a way to 
keep the quiz going. 
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Finally, we are here for you. Remember that you can email either Mr O’Rourke or myself if you are worried 
or concerned. We will be making occasional calls to certain students who need the extra support. For other 
issues of a logistical nature, feel free to use the Year 12 and 13 Teams groups and a member of the Sixth 
Form Team will answer as soon as possible. 
 
We are expecting that the students will return to College at the earliest opportunity this academic year and 
again I would like to re-iterate that the work you complete during this period of lockdown will generate 
evidence of your progress and attainment, and that on your return we will continue to assess pupils, 
including the completion of mock exams. 
 
I would like to thank you and your parents for your continued support during this very difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Andrew Lewis 
Director of Sixth Form 
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