
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ELA/HMU/CAP/STW           21st December 2020 
 

Staggered Return – January 2021 Year 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 Students 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

We are sorry to be writing this letter after school has closed for the end of term.  You may be aware of the various 
announcements from the Department for Education regarding plans for mass testing and a staggered return for non-
examination year groups in January.     

On the afternoon of Thursday 17th December, as school closed for the holidays, we received confirmation from the 
government of the following arrangements: 

 students in Years 11 and 13 will return as expected on Monday 4th January 

 students in Years 7, 8,9,10 and 12 will return to school the following week, Monday 11th January. 
 
 
In line with government guidance, students in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12 should not return to school on 4th January.  
 
We are truly sorry that that some year groups will miss face-to-face teaching during the first week, but can confirm that 
students will be able to access ‘live lessons’ via our remote learning platform, Microsoft Teams, in line with their usual school 
timetable.  
 
Remote Learning 
Most of our students are now used to accessing and participating in live lessons.  For those students / families who are less 
familiar, there is a guide on our website which can be accessed using the following link: http://www.st-
wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/students/learning-from-home/. Students should follow their usual school timetable, logging on and 
joining lessons at the times they would normally take place. 
 
Access to IT Devices and Internet Access 
School has a list of students that do not have access to the internet or a device to support remote learning. School will 
contact these families directly to arrange for devices to be loaned from school. If you are not contacted and need to borrow a 
device please contact school using the following email address cap@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk.  Any emails to this address will be 
answered up until Wednesday 23rd December. 

 
Vulnerable Students and Children of Critical Workers 
Students in Years 7-10 and 12 who are eligible to attend school on Monday 4th January are those classed as vulnerable, or the 
children of critical workers. Vulnerable children are classed as follows:  
 

 students with a social worker 

 students in care (looked after children) 

 students with an EHCP 
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Children of Critical Workers  
School has a list of students whose parents/carers are key workers; these families will be contacted directly with 

   arrangements for attending school from the 4th January. You will receive notification by the end of Monday 21st December. If 
you feel that ‘critical worker status’ applies to you and you have not been contacted, you will be required to provide evidence 
from your employer. Both parents of a student will need to provide evidence of ‘critical worker status’. This should be sent to 
the following email address cap@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk by the end of Wednesday 23rd December.   
 
Rapid Testing - The Department of Education has announced that rapid (lateral flow) testing will be available for secondary 
school students and staff from the 4th January. We support the idea of testing in schools to reduce the need for close 
contacts to self-isolate and allow students to remain in school, accessing education. 
 
On Wednesday 16th December, school leaders in Wakefield met with the local authority and the health protection team to 
discuss the roll out of mass testing in January.  This work is ongoing and further details will be provided upon our return.  As I 
am sure you can appreciate, the logistics involved mean this is an extremely complex task.   

Finally, can we please remind you that students should stay at home and seek a test if they, or any persons they have had 
close contact with, show the following symptoms:  

 A high temperature 

 A new, continuous cough 

 A loss or change to sense of smell or taste. 
 

Please use the following website for further guidance on accessing Covid testing: 
  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19 or call 119 or 0800 028 2816 

 
Please continue to notify school attendance (01977 691000 ext 127) of student absence for any reason.  

 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Mr E Larrington     Mrs H Murphy 
(Interim Co-Headteachers) 
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