
ST WILFRID’S NEWSLETTER  — 8th January 2021                    No 14        

Theme of the Week ahead - Baptism 
 
Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life. Through Baptism we are freed from original 
sin and reborn as sons of God; we become incorporated into communion with Christ and with 
the whole Church. We become a Christian.          
 

Chaplaincy News 

A Message from the Headteacher 
Happy New Year to all students, parents, carers, clergy, staff, governors and communities. 
 
May I begin by thanking all parents and students for their flexibility this week. As you know schools were directed to provide 
home learning for the majority of students early on this week, with only vulnerable students and the children of critical workers 
attending the school site. My sincere apologies for any inconvenience or difficulties that these arrangements have caused. We 
will always clearly communicate with parents in a timely way when arrangements in school have to change and we appreciate 
the pressure that these changes have caused for families. 
 
Our teaching staff are providing remote learning on Microsoft Teams and students will continue to follow their normal          
timetables. Please encourage your child to access this learning and fully engage with it so that they do not fall behind, continue 
to progress and stay focused. It has been, and will continue to be, a challenging time for students and families. We will    
maintain contact with our students from direct teaching from your child’s specialist teachers, virtual assemblies on Mondays, 
form-time every Wednesday and a form-time quiz every Friday. Welfare calls and home visits will be made for specific students 
who are not physically in school. 
 
For Year 11 and Year 13 students it is important to note that whilst the summer examinations will not take place as planned, 
schools/colleges will be required to provide detailed evidence of a student’s attainment and progress to exam boards when 
judging grades. It is therefore very important that all students continue to work hard and do their very best. We have written 
to Year 11 and Year 13 parents separately to inform them of BTEC and Vocational exams. 
 
I can confirm that our lateral flow testing process is now running in school. We will offer a lateral flow coronavirus test only to 
those students and staff who are in school during this period of lockdown. As other students are allowed to return to the school 
site we will also offer them a test. Students will be provided with a consent form which will need to be returned if a parent/
carer wants their child to have one of these tests. These tests are voluntary. They are self-administered, quick and easy to do. 
 
Whilst it has been an unusual week to start the new term and New Year – can I reassure all students and parents that our staff 
are here for you. We have staff in school who can assist you so please make contact with us if you need any assistance or 
have any questions. If you have a query about an academic subject please contact your child’s subject teacher or the Head of 
Subject. For Pastoral issues please contact the Head of Year or named contact for your child. If you have a general query then 
please contact us on the following e-mail address: email@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk.   
 
All of our staff are looking forward to the time when all students can be back in school and college, having face-to-face     
teaching and feeling wholly part of our school community again. We do hope that this can happen soon. 
 
May I wish you and your families all the very best for 2021. 
 
Prayers and best wishes, 
Philip Dore 
Headteacher 

Epiphany 
On January 6th we celebrated the Epiphany of the Lord. The word “epiphany” 
comes from the Greek epiphainen, a verb that means "to shine upon," "to  
manifest," or “to make known.” Historically several moments in Christ’s early 
life and ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in 
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his 
baptism by John, and his first miracle at 
Cana.  
 
There is a custom of blessing homes on 
the Feast of the Epiphany when families 
gather to ask God’s blessing on their 
homes, school and workplace. It is an 
invitation for Jesus to be a daily guest 
in our homes or school. We wrote the 
blessing 20+C+M+B+21 above our  
entrance at school. 

Congratulations to Ellie Louise Waugh who 
came second in the Knights of St. Columba 
National Prayer Composition Competition, 
she has won £50.   
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Microsoft Teams – Remote Learning on Xbox and PlayStation 
We are constantly looking at different ways students can access Microsoft Teams to ensure as many students as possible can 
participate in their remote lessons. We are aware that many families share a laptop between siblings, so it can be hard for all 
to be present in every live lesson.  
 
It has been released that students can access Microsoft Teams on the games consoles Xbox and PlayStation, with the use of 
a USB keyboard and mouse, both which can be purchased at a very reasonable price. Below is a guide on how to connect to 
Microsoft Teams using both platforms, which we hope may help some students participating in all lessons.  

Family Welfare  
During lockdown many of us are ourselves facing challenges or know of someone that is need of support. Within Wakefield 
there are many organisations available for support. The following numbers are for anyone to contact to gain support for      
themselves or someone they know. The services are free to use and confidential.  
 
Star Bereavement – for young people and families experiencing loss- 07599 640714 or https://www.starwakefield.org.uk/ 
 
Local Community Hubs – for support with welfare concerns, including delivery of food parcels – 0345 8 506 506 (option 3) 
 
Cash Wise – for financial support and advice – www.getcashwise.co.uk 
 
CGL- support and advice on drug and alcohol abuse- 0808 169 8711 or email:  wakefieldservicereferral@cgl.org.uk 
   

 www.changegrowlive.org/ 

 Facebook: Change, grow, live – Wakefield 

 Twitter: @CGLWakefield 

 Instagram: @cglwakefield 
 
Turning point – advice on drugs, alcohol, mental health and employment for those 16 and older – www.turning-point.co.uk 
 
CAMHS - for mental health needs – 01977 735865 
 
Kooth - on line counselling for any student or school pupil in Wakefield – Kooth.com 
 
If during lockdown you are able to and would like to offer support as a volunteer within your community please contact: 
emcastleylc@gmail.com  
 
Learning about Online Safety at Home (ThinkUKnow) 
 
ThinkUKnow have created a page to support parents and young people online. The site includes home activity packs with    
simple 15 minute activities to help support children's understanding of online safety at a time.  There is also parent support          
information for primary and secondary age groups.  The resources can be found here: Home Activity Worksheets 
 
Support for Emotional and Mental Health needs is available to any student or adult registered with a GP in the Calderdale, 
Kirklees, Wakefield, Leeds and Barnsley areas. 
 
Phone number: 0800 183 0558 
 
The new service will support people who: 
 

 are at risk of developing mental health problems 

 have a diagnosed mental health problems 

 are known to mental health services 

 are experiencing mental health distress 

 are seeking information, advice and support 
 
The service will provide a listening ear, emotional  support, advice and signposting to other local services.  
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