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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
It has been fantastic to welcome students back to school this week after the half term holiday.  We hope you all managed to 
have a well-deserved break.  We would like to use this week's newsletter to update you on the latest guidance in place across 
school in light of the recent government announcements.   

Theme of the Week ahead - Remembrance 
 
Wisdom 3 “But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,  and no torment will ever touch them… For though 
in the sight of others they were perished, their hope is full of immortality.” 

Coronavirus Update  
This week there have been no new COVID-19 cases in school. There were two confirmed cases over half term which resulted in 
PHE directing some students (close contacts) to self-isolate.  We haven't notified you of this case previously as it occurred   
during the holidays. Over half term, rooms across school were deep cleaned. Overall school attendance is currently 95%. We 
will continue to respond to all guidance to ensure school remains open and a safe place for students to attend. The details    
below are to clarify how schools are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will communicate with    
parents and carers about the situation in school.  
 
Lockdown – Guidance (5th November – 2nd December)  
Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time spent out of school is detrimental for children’s 
cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of   
education, and children’s future ability to learn. It continues to be our aim that all students, in all year groups, remain in school 
full-time. The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are     
negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far 
outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further.  
 
Face coverings will continue to be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. This was already in place prior to half 
term but will be re-emphasised with staff and students encouraged to wear them at all times, when not eating, drinking or 
within lessons.  Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and we will continue to be sensitive to those 
needs. Within government guidance and communication from PHE the need for good ventilation is emphasised.  We will      
continue to have windows open within classrooms even as the weather becomes colder.  Advice from SAGE is that people 
should take sensible measure with regard to their clothing i.e., wearing base layers to remain warm, writing with a bulky coat is 
not easy.  
 
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable  
More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from coronavirus (COVID-19), 
even for children with existing health conditions. Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer 
need to follow original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have 
not already done so, to understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable.  
  
Those children whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend education 
whilst the national restrictions are in place. School will continue to make appropriate arrangements to enable them to continue 
their education at home.  
  
Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely vulnerable       
themselves, should still attend education. We encourage families in this situation to contact school as we appreciate each case 
is different.   
 
COVID-19 Test Results - Out of Hours Email 
To support with ongoing communication and to ensure that we are able to act swiftly to respond to confirmed cases, we have 
now set up an out of hours email system.  Where a positive case has been confirmed, parents/carers will be able to email 
school outside of the usual working hours.  This will enable to us to action our systems effectively and mitigate the risk of      
transmission within school.  When contacting school please email contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk providing the following     
details: 

 Date of the start of symptoms (if no symptoms present please ignore) 

 Date of test 

 Date of result 

 Last day in school 
 
PLEASE DO NOT USE THIS EMAIL FOR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS    
 
If a student has been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, school needs to identify close contacts and direct people to 
self isolate accordingly.  If the student has not been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, then school does not need to 
take action.  In such instances, NHS Track and Trace will manage ‘out of school’ contacts. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-and-childcare-settings-new-national-restrictions-from-5-november-2020?utm_source=7427a8d7-6fbd-4315-b29f-2c648cfb91a1&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate#schools
mailto:contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Coronavirus Update (Cont)  
  
What does the guidance require schools to do?  

 Implement protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.  

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as 
soon as possible  

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid-19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by public health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without public health direction.  

 School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public 
health consultants.  

 
What does school do when a case of Covid-19 is suspected?  

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and     
Covid-19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid-19 will be sent home immediately to          
self-isolate for 14 days.  

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48 hours prior to returning)  

 In preparation for a potential positive result, school will identify the close contacts of the case.  
 
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?  

 The headteacher contacts DfE hotline and public health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public 
health receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by 
school. As a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s          
directions.  

 Parents/carers of students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.  

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)  

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.  

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), 
to ensure close contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school 
are identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 
48 hours prior to a test.  

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid-19 test.  

 School takes and acts on the direction of the public health call back immediately, if different from the above actions.  

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case  

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.  

 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 DO 
NOT attend school. Please call 119 for advice and access to testing.  Further information on symptoms can be found HERE     
 
Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering in corridors, when lining up for lessons and queuing for food and drink, 
on public and school transport. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought for £1 online via ParentPay or in 
the school shop[ at lunch time. Students with a medical exemption can download a badge to their phone or print off an       
exemption badge at the site below:  
 
     Mobile Phone Badge         Printable Badge    
 
Full guidance on face coverings can be found Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE      
 
Updated guidance for parents and carers of children in an educational setting was issued 29th Oct 2020 , the link to the full 
document can be found HERE.  Schools are expecting updated guidance and will comply with any changes in the guidance   

Year 11 Intervention 
Year 11 intervention has been postponed in light of guidance given to 
schools regarding the National lockdown.  We were originally due to begin 
these sessions on the 9th November. We will be looking to have these      
sessions up and running again as soon as possible.  
 
Once we can they will run on a two week timetable and pupils will be      
expected to attend if they are booked in. Emails will be sent home to inform 
parents if a student is booked in and school will provide a study bus leaving 
the school bus bay, although we do ask that students are picked up if     
possible reducing the numbers on the buses. 

GCSE Autumn Exam Series 2020  
The autumn series GCSE examinations started 
on  Monday 2nd November and will finish on 
Monday 23rd November. These exams are for 
students who have opted to retake their   
Summer 2020 examinations.  
 
Timetables and information has been sent to          
candidates and they are reminded to check all 
details carefully before they arrive for their 
exams.  

Students working from home in Religious Education 
All students in Years 7 – 11 can still access online learning resources via their Microsoft Teams account. If they access their   
relevant RE year group Team, they can access resources via the files tab. Students can ask their own class teachers questions 
via their specific RE class Teams group should they encounter any problems or need support.   
 
Sixth form students working from home will be directed by their class teacher and can also access resources on the relevant 
Teams group. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-


Safeguarding News 
 
Changes to referring into child and adolescent mental health services in Wakefield 
Child and adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) in Wakefield have made changes to their referral 
process.  These changes now mean that parents and carers of children and young people, alongside young 
people aged 16 and 17, can refer directly into the Wakefield CAMHS team for advice and support. 
Previously, referrals into the service were accepted from professionals within the statutory and community 
sector only. This included; health professional, teachers, social workers, youth and community workers 
(providing the young person or family had consented to the referral). 
 
Wakefield CAMHS will continue to accept referrals from professionals as usual. However the referral process has been    
streamlined to make contacting the service for support easier.  These changes have been made to improve the relationships 
and experience for children, young people and their families, alongside local health and care professionals, when using the   
service. It is part of the CAMHS improvement plan. 
 
What do Wakefield CAMHS help with? 
Usually, when a child or young person feels sad, stressed, frightened or worried, these feelings will pass with time and with 
help from family, friends, teachers or other health or care professionals.  However, sometimes these feelings continue and start 
to affect everyday life, for example; friendships, school, college and home life. When things get to this point, Wakefield CAMHS 
can help.  The service helps children and young people with some of the following problems or difficulties: 

 

Wakefield CAMHS can also give parents and carers advice on how to support their child with the difficulties they are             
experiencing.  The service aims to work in partnership with other health and care professionals in order to meet the needs of 
children, young people and families as a whole. 
 
How do Wakefield CAMHS help? 
Professional, parents and carers, alongside young people aged 16 and 17 can contact the Wakefield CAMHS team directly for 
support. A child or young person must be registered with a GP practice in Wakefield to access support.   
Most people that contact or refer into CAMHS have already received emotional and/or mental health support from another 
health or care professional or service. This includes; school staff, Future in Mind staff, Children’s First Hub workers, Kooth, or 
another counselling service. If things haven’t improved from this initial support, CAMHS can help.  All calls or referrals into the 
service are managed centrally by the CAMHS ‘Single Point of Access’ team (SPA). 
Upon contacting Wakefield CAMHS SPA, you will speak with a member of the primary intervention team. During this initial   
conversation, the primary practitioner will ask different questions to help make a plan the child or young person. 
 
CAMHS provide a range of support depending on what is needed. This support may include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

How to contact Wakefield CAMHS 
Contact the Wakefield CAMHS team between 9am – 5pm, Monday to Friday on: 
01977 735865.  Alternatively you can complete an online referral form which can 
be found on the South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust website 
at: www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/camhs-wakefield On this web area you can 
also find useful resources and information developed by clinicians within the   
service. These resources cover a range of topics from anxiety to low moods, and 
will act as self-help support for children, young people and their families. 
 
Urgent Support 
Wakefield CAMHS can also help with urgent concerns regarding a child or young 
person who needs immediate support from a mental health professional. This 
has previously been known as ‘crisis’ support. It is always encouraged that           
professionals, young people, parents and carers contact CAMHS before a concern 
reaches this point.  For urgent support that cannot wait  until the next day, you 
can contact the CAMHS ReACH team (previously crisis team) Monday to Sunday, 
9:00am – 8:00pm, on the same number as above (01977 735865).  Outside of 
these hours Wakefield CAMHS request that the out of hours GP service or NHS 
111 is contacted. 
 
You should only contact the emergency service on 999 or go to your nearest A&E 
if: 

 Someone's life is at risk – for example, they have seriously injured             
themselves or taken an overdose 

 A child or young person is unable to be kept safe. 
 
To view this months online safety newsletter please use the following link:  
Online-Safety-Newsletter-Nov-2020 
 

 Suicidal thoughts 

 Problems with eating and food 

 Long standing difficulties with coping after a traumatic event. 

 Family work and therapy 

 Child psychodynamic psychotherapy 

 Art psychotherapy 

 Play therapy 

 Interpersonal therapy 

 Medication 

 Signposting to other relevant services and resources 

 Group work for anxiety, low mood and self-confidence 

 Solution-focused therapy and treatment 

 Cognitive behavioural therapy (CBT) 

 Eye movement desensitisation and reprocessing therapy 

 Urgent support when there is an immediate mental health 

 Feelings of sadness, low mood or depression 

 Obsessive thoughts and behaviours 

 Anxiety issues, including panic attacks 

 Self-harm and thoughts of hurting themselves  

https://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/2020/07/14/transforming-child-and-adolescent-mental-health-services-in-wakefield/
http://www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/camhs-wakefield
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Online-Safety-Newsletter-Nov-2020_St-Wilfrids.pdf


Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening Tour 
We are excited to be able to show off our fantastic sixth form offer on the 12th November. This year, we are doing things a little 
differently. We are taking our event online and the virtual tour will be available from 5pm. It will stay live for the remainder of 
the year. Our students and staff have been busy making videos to capture why they love the sixth form at St Wilfrid’s. You will 
also hear from some subject areas and our Student Leadership Team.  
 
We hope that the virtual tour materials will help you to see why our sixth form is such a great place to study. Visit St Wilfrids 
Sixth Form 
 
Remember, that applications for the sixth form are already live and all students who would like to join us should begin with the 
application form. You will find the application form below:  
St Wilfrids Online Application 
 
Form tutors will be speaking with students during the next few weeks, to find out which subjects students would like to take 
and to help support students further in their decision-making. 

http://www.visitstwilfridssixth.org/
http://www.visitstwilfridssixth.org/
https://stwilfridsbkcat.applicaa.com/



