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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
With four weeks of term remaining, we feel it is vital to highlight the importance of cohesion within school.  We have recently 
witnessed an increase in anxious and emotional students at school.  We are acutely aware of the challenges that the current 
climate presents and would encourage students to be considerate of others through their conduct and communication both 
within and outside of school.  One specific area that has concerned us this last week has been deliberate damage caused to 
school toilets.  Repairs to such damage is an unnecessary expense and where students can be identified, we will expect that 
related costs be covered by those responsible.  Of equal concern is that the majority of our students are then inconvenienced 
because of such behaviour.  It is vital that we continue to work together throughout this challenging period and be considerate 
of each other at all times.  
 
We would also like to remind students, parents and carers, that remote learning is available at all times.  Staff upload work 
onto Teams, our remote learning platform for all lessons.  We are conscious that this is an increased workload for staff, but feel 
it is important to ensure that students have immediate access to remote learning when isolating.  We understand that working 
from home can be challenging and potentially difficult to self-motivate, however, we expect that students complete all work set 
to the best of their ability.  

Theme of the Week ahead - Christ The King 
 

1 Timothy 6:15 "For at just the right time Christ w ill be revealed from heaven by the blessed and only 
almighty God, the King of all kings and Lord of all lords." 

SOMETHING’S NOT RIGHT  
Childline, Barnardo’s the Children’s society are launching a 
month long campaign called SOMETHING’S NOT RIGHT. The 
aim of the campaign is designed for secondary school aged     
students and is to ensure all young people know how to seek 
support from adults to stay safe and prevent or stop abusive 
behaviour.  
 
Next week we will promote the service in assemblies and during 
form time to remind pupils how they can always access support 
and get help from school and other agencies such as Childline. 
This information is always available in the students planner, on 
our website and via the Safer Schools App. Further details of the campaign can be found here Somethings-not-right  
 
Why Are We Promoting This Campaign – Childline has received a higher number of messages and calls from young people 
since the Covid-19 pandemic began, in the same period of time referrals to social services has fallen. All professionals working 
with children and young people worry that where access to services is restricted during the pandemic, it reduces the chances a 
young person has to seek help increasing the numbers of young people in unsafe homes/environments. 
 
What can Parents and Carers do to Support – please act on the concerns you have about a young person at our school or 
any other school. Young people will often seek help on behalf of a friend and your son/daughter may turn to you if they are 
worried about a friend, help them tell school or social services. Parents and carers may overhear a conversation, see a social 
media post that worries you, always call social services or the young person’s school so this can be followed up. Finally trust 
your gut instinct and pass on a worry or concern. 
 
St Wilfrid’s Safeguarding team: Mrs H Murphy, Mrs M James and Mr I  McCabe – the team is available to students in 
school every day and can be contacted on 01977 691000 Ext 265  

Headteacher Rewards  
Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast. Year 8 Students to       
participate in the reward breakfast on Thursday 26th November in B4 are as follows:  
 
Louie Grason, Koal Tolley, Joe Badley, Hannah Walker, Jadon Maposa, Katie Nettleship, Ruby Tonks, Anna 
Gilroy, Rosalina Raywood, Maria Schmeigel, Lauren Frost, Patrycja Jedrzejak, Harmony Agar, Haoyu 
Chen, Annabelle Greaves, Mikolaj Hatanek, Olivia Hayes, Phoebe Atkinson, Isobel Looker and Esme Hays. 
 

Year 11 Mock Examinations 
The Year 11 mock examinations will begin week commencing 14th December 2020 and will continue after the end of term     
holiday. More details will be sent to parents and carers through email in the coming days regarding these assessments.  

https://www.childline.org.uk/somethings-not-right


Coronavirus Update  
This week we have had three confirmed COVID-19 cases in school, one in the Year 7 bubble and two in the Year 10 bubble. 
PHE were notified and close contacts identified. Overall, school attendance is currently 94.7%. We will continue to respond to 
all guidance to ensure school remains open and a safe place for students to attend. The details below are to clarify how schools 
are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will communicate with parents and carers about the situation 
in school.  
 
DfE Lockdown Guidance (5th November – 2nd December)  
Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time spent out of school is detrimental for children’s 
cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of   
education, and children’s future ability to learn. It continues to be our aim that all students, in all year groups, remain in school 
full-time. The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are     
negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far 
outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further.  
 
Face coverings will continue to be worn by adults and students when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such 
as in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. This was already in place prior to half 
term but will be re-emphasised with staff and students encouraged to wear them at all times, when not eating, drinking or 
within lessons. Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and we will continue to be sensitive to those needs. 
Within government guidance and communication from PHE the need for good ventilation is emphasised. We will continue to 
have windows open within classrooms even as the weather becomes colder. Advice from SAGE is that people should take    
sensible measure with regard to their clothing i.e. wearing base layers to remain warm, writing with a bulky coat is not easy.  
 
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable  
More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from coronavirus (COVID-19), 
even for children with existing health conditions. Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer 
need to follow original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have 
not already done so, to understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable.  Those children 
whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend education whilst the     
national restrictions are in place. School will continue to make appropriate arrangements to enable them to continue their    
education at home.  Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely 
vulnerable themselves, should still attend education. We encourage families in this situation to contact school as we appreciate 
each case is different.  
 
COVID-19 Test Results - Out of Hours Email 
To support with ongoing communication and to ensure that we are able to act swiftly to respond to confirmed cases, we have 
now set up an out of hours email system.  Where a positive case has been confirmed, parents/carers will be able to email 
school outside of the usual working hours.  This will enable to us to action our systems effectively and mitigate the risk of      
transmission within school.  When contacting school please email contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk providing the following     
details: 

 Date of the start of symptoms (if no symptoms present please ignore) 

 Date of test 

 Date of result 

 Last day in school   PLEASE DO NOT USE THIS EMAIL FOR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS    
 
If a student has been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, school needs to identify close contacts and direct people to 
self isolate accordingly.  If the student has not been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, then school does not need to 
take action.  In such instances, NHS Track and Trace will manage ‘out of school’ contacts. 
  
What does the guidance require schools to do?  

 Implement protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.  

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as 
soon as possible  

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid-19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by public health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without public health direction.  

 School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public 
health consultants.  

 
What does school do when a case of Covid-19 is suspected?  

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and     
Covid-19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid-19 will be sent home immediately to          
self-isolate for 14 days.  

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48 hours prior to returning)  

 In preparation for a potential positive result, school will identify the close contacts of the case.  
 
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?  

 The headteacher contacts the DfE hotline and public health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public 
health receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by 
school. As a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s          
directions.  

 Parents/carers of students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.  

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)  

mailto:contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Coronavirus Update (Cont)  
 

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.  

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), 
to ensure close contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school 
are identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 
48 hours prior to a test.  

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid-19 test.  

 School takes and acts on the direction of the public health call back immediately, if different from the above actions.  

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case  

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.  

 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 DO 
NOT attend school. Please call 119 for advice and access to testing.  Further information on symptoms can be found HERE   
 
Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering in corridors, when lining up for lessons and queuing for food and drink, 
on public and school transport. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought for £1 online via ParentPay or in 
the school shop[ at lunch time. Students with a medical exemption can download a badge to their phone or print off an       
exemption badge at the site below:  
 
     Mobile Phone Badge         Printable Badge    
 
Full guidance on face coverings can be found Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE      
 

Updated guidance for parents and carers of children in an educational setting was issued 29th Oct 2020 , the link to the full 
document can be found HERE.  Schools are expecting updated guidance and will comply with any changes in the guidance   
issued.  

Christmas Hampers 
We have had an unprecedented year and would like to spread some Christmas cheer. We realise that many families are 
financially impacted financially by the COVID-19 pandemic. As in recent years we are collecting food hampers to go to some of 
our most vulnerable families and we would be extremely grateful if you were able to donate anything towards this.  
 
We know we are so lucky to have such a generous school community. Any donations are most welcome . 

The list of non-perishable items required are:    
 

Mince pies – box, Biscuits – box, Cake, Pasta sauce, Cooking sauce- e.g. mint/apple/
gravy/home pride/curry, Dried cooking mix – e.g. Pepper/Cheese/Bolognese, Rice, Pasta,          

Crisps – multi pack of six, Juice Cordial, Cleaning products kitchen and bathroom, 
Shampoo/conditioner/shower gel, Washing powder – small box, Toothpaste, Toilet Rolls, 

Christmas pudding, Tinned goods – e.g. beans/soup/vegetables/ham/corned beef, 
Custard, Sandwich filling - e.g. chocolate spread/jam/potted beef, Deodorant,  Christmas 
crackers – one small box, Christmas treats – chocolates, Tea and Coffee, Christmas items 

napkins  and Teenage appropriate gifts.  
 
 
 

Thank you in advance for your kindness- All items will be quarantined and disinfected before delivery and any 
surplus items will go to local food banks. All donations to arrive in school by December the 4th to allow for this .  
 
Food banks in the local area can be accessed through - Find a Foodbank and South Featherstone Gospelhall 
Foodbank  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Félicitations and congratulations to Libby Wooffindin 10B and Rosalina Raywood 8W who successfully completed the French 
escape room challenge and escaped the château. They both win an Amazon voucher, as they were selected by a random name 
generator from all successful escapees.  
 
Congratulations also to the runners-up, who also win a small prize: Lily Rhodes (Year 10), Daniel Saxton, Weronika Wolanczyk, 
Maksims Persins and Ifan Brennan (Year 9), Freddie Palmer, Kimmy Szymendera, Willow Walding, Poppy Doyle, Ruby Tonks, 
Marcell Kovacs and Toby Larrington (Year 8) and Maria McHale, Amelia Szlauderbauch, Madison Snell, Carter Harris, Emma 
Denton, Anna Sijan, Charlie Perkins, Harvey Lewis, Joshua Sundin and Ethan Xiao (Year7). Watch out for further escape rooms 
in the future! 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/
http://www.southfeatherstonegospelhall.co.uk/contact.html
http://www.southfeatherstonegospelhall.co.uk/contact.html

