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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
This weeks theme has been remembrance.  We marked Armistice Day with a two minute silence at 11am on Tuesday 11th   
November.  Students demonstrated impeccable respect throughout and were a credit to themselves and the school.  A member 
of the community who was paying their own respects in the local cemetery contacted us directly to acknowledge the level of 
respect shown by the students during the two minutes silence.  We continue to be proud of the conduct and respect shown by 
our students.   
 
Next week is national anti-bullying week and students will be participating in assemblies and PSHCE on this extremely         
important topic.  Further information for families is shared in this newsletter and we would like to ask students and families to 
continue to be vigilant and inform us of any concerns, as early intervention results in the best outcomes. 

Theme of the Week ahead - Gifts and Talents  
 

1 Peter 4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God's 
grace in its various forms 

Coronavirus Update  
This week there have two confirmed COVID-19 cases in school, one in the Year 8 bubble and one in the Year 10 bubble.  PHE 
were notified and close contacts identified.  Overall school attendance is currently 94.9%. We will continue to respond to all 
guidance to ensure school remains open and a safe place for students to attend. The details below are to clarify how schools 
are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will communicate with parents and carers about the situation 
in school.  
 
Lockdown Guidance (5th November – 2nd December)  
Being at school is vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing. Time spent out of school is detrimental for children’s 
cognitive and academic development, particularly for disadvantaged children. This impact can affect both current levels of   
education, and children’s future ability to learn. It continues to be our aim that all students, in all year groups, remain in school 
full-time. The risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from coronavirus (COVID-19) is very low and there are     
negative health impacts of being out of school. For the vast majority of children, the benefits of being back in the classroom far 
outweigh the low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take action to reduce risks still further.  
 
Face coverings will continue to be worn by adults and pupils when moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as 
in corridors and communal areas where social distancing cannot easily be maintained. This was already in place prior to half 
term but will be re-emphasised with staff and students encouraged to wear them at all times, when not eating, drinking or 
within lessons. Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and we will continue to be sensitive to those needs. 
Within government guidance and communication from PHE the need for good ventilation is emphasised. We will continue to 
have windows open within classrooms even as the weather becomes colder. Advice from SAGE is that people should take    
sensible measure with regard to their clothing i.e. wearing base layers to remain warm, writing with a bulky coat is not easy.  
 
Clinically Extremely Vulnerable  
More evidence has emerged that shows there is a very low risk of children becoming very unwell from coronavirus (COVID-19), 
even for children with existing health conditions. Most children originally identified as clinically extremely vulnerable no longer 
need to follow original shielding advice. Parents should be advised to speak to their child’s GP or specialist clinician if they have 
not already done so, to understand whether their child should still be classed as clinically extremely vulnerable.  Those children 
whose doctors have confirmed they are still clinically extremely vulnerable are advised not to attend education whilst the     
national restrictions are in place. School will continue to make appropriate arrangements to enable them to continue their    
education at home.  Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, but who are not clinically extremely 
vulnerable themselves, should still attend education. We encourage families in this situation to contact school as we appreciate 
each case is different.  
 
COVID-19 Test Results - Out of Hours Email 
To support with ongoing communication and to ensure that we are able to act swiftly to respond to confirmed cases, we have 
now set up an out of hours email system.  Where a positive case has been confirmed, parents/carers will be able to email 
school outside of the usual working hours.  This will enable to us to action our systems effectively and mitigate the risk of      
transmission within school.  When contacting school please email contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk providing the following     
details: 

 Date of the start of symptoms (if no symptoms present please ignore) 

 Date of test 

 Date of result 

 Last day in school   PLEASE DO NOT USE THIS EMAIL FOR OTHER COMMUNICATIONS    
 

REMINDER - SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON MONDAY 30th DECEMBER 2020 
We would like to remind parents and carers that school is closed to staff and students on Monday 30th November. School will  
re-open on Tuesday 1st December as normal. 

mailto:contact@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Coronavirus Update (Cont)  
If a student has been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, school needs to identify close contacts and direct people to 
self isolate accordingly.  If the student has not been in school for the 48 hours prior to symptoms, then school does not need to 
take action.  In such instances, NHS Track and Trace will manage ‘out of school’ contacts. 
  
What does the guidance require schools to do?  

 Implement protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.  

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as 
soon as possible  

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid-19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by public health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without public health direction.  

 School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public 
health consultants.  

 
What does school do when a case of Covid-19 is suspected?  

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and     
Covid-19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid-19 will be sent home immediately to          
self-isolate for 14 days.  

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48 hours prior to returning)  

 In preparation for a potential positive result, school will identify the close contacts of the case.  
 
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?  

 The headteacher contacts the DfE hotline and public health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public 
health receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by 
school. As a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s          
directions.  

 Parents/carers of students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.  

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)  

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.  

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), 
to ensure close contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school 
are identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 
48 hours prior to a test.  

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid-19 test.  

 School takes and acts on the direction of the public health call back immediately, if different from the above actions.  

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case  

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.  

 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 DO 
NOT attend school. Please call 119 for advice and access to testing.  Further information on symptoms can be found HERE     
 
Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering in corridors, when lining up for lessons and queuing for food and drink, 
on public and school transport. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought for £1 online via ParentPay or in 
the school shop[ at lunch time. Students with a medical exemption can download a badge to their phone or print off an       
exemption badge at the site below:  
 
     Mobile Phone Badge         Printable Badge    
 
Full guidance on face coverings can be found Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE      
 
Updated guidance for parents and carers of children in an educational setting was issued 29th Oct 2020 , the link to the full 
document can be found HERE.  Schools are expecting updated guidance and will comply with any changes in the guidance   
issued.  

Parents Evenings 
Due to the current situation, this years parents’ evenings will be virtual. We are currently in the process of distributing           
comprehensive information to all parents about how to access these events. We are using the SchoolCloud parents evening 
system, which is the same system that parents use to book appointments for our traditional nights.  The online booking system 
can be accessed through the school website or the following link: Stwilfrids Parents Evening System 

Year 13 parents should have received the details this week.  Dates for each parents’ evening are as follows:  
 
 
 
 

 Thursday 26th November 2020 – Year 13 
 

 Thursday 7th January 2021 – Year 12 
 

 Thursday 11th February 2021 – Year 11 

 Thursday 10th December 2020 – Year 10 
 

 Thursday 28th January 2021 – Year 8 
 

 Thursday 29th April 2021 – Year 7 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-
https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


Anti Bullying Week  
The Anti-Bullying Alliance Defines bullying as the repetitive, intentional hurting of one person or group by     
another person or group where the relationship involves an imbalance of  power.  As a parent you have a 
vital role to play in helping your child recognise bullying and what you can do together to stop it.  The 
following link: Anti-Bullying Week has useful practical advice and tips so you can help your child and 
school beat bullying.   
  
For any issues raised from this please speak with school via Form Tutor, Head of Year, BART team any 
trusted adult, or alternatively anonymously on this link Report Bullying together we can kick out bullying. 

Mathematics News 
A free webinar is available for parent’s of KS3 Mathematics students on how to build mathematical  
resilience and reduce mathematics anxiety in children aged 10-13 on Tuesday 24th November at 8pm.  

Please follow this LINK To reserve a place.  

Christmas Hampers 
We have had an unprecedented year and would like to spread some Christmas cheer. We realise that many families are 
financially impacted financially by the COVID-19 pandemic. As in recent years we are collecting food hampers to go to some of 
our most vulnerable families and we would be extremely grateful if you were able to donate anything towards this.  
 
We know we are so lucky to have such a generous school community. Any donations are most welcome . 

The list of non-perishable items required are:    
 

Mince pies – box, Biscuits – box, Cake, Pasta sauce, Cooking sauce- e.g. mint/apple/gravy/
home pride/curry, Dried cooking mix – e.g. Pepper/Cheese/Bolognese, Rice, Pasta,          

Crisps – multi pack of six, Juice Cordial, Cleaning products kitchen and bathroom, Shampoo/
conditioner/shower gel, Washing powder – small box, Toothpaste, Toilet Rolls, Christmas 

pudding, Tinned goods – e.g. beans/soup/vegetables/ham/corned beef, Custard, Sandwich 
filling - e.g. chocolate spread/jam/potted beef, Deodorant,  Christmas crackers – one small 
box, Christmas treats – chocolates, Tea and Coffee, Christmas items napkins  and Teenage 

appropriate gifts.  
 

Thank you in advance for your kindness- All items will be quarantined and disinfected before delivery and any 
surplus items will go to local food banks. All donations to arrive in school by December the 4th to allow for this .  
 
Food banks in the local area can be accessed through - Find a Foodbank and South Featherstone Gospelhall 
Foodbank  

Headteacher Rewards  
Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast. Year 7 Students to       
participate in the reward breakfast on Thursday 19th November in R34 are as follows:  
 
Milan Zielinski, Emma Denton, Joshua Cooling, Ava Lynch, Luke Davies, Aleksy Kruczek, Danielle Sibanda, 
Ewa Zalewska, Phoebe Holley, Emily Roose, Jorja Everitt, Maria Gabriella McHale, Charlie Perkins, Ethan 
Xiao, Lucas Everett, Kate Rowlinson, Elizabeth Cook, Niamh grainger, Luca Iannei, Hannah Jasper and 
Gabrielle Sharp. 
 

Languages News - Quizlet 
Despite the current challenges, we are very pleased with the enthusiasm with 
which Year 7 have begun their foreign language lessons. We are writing to tell 
you about a website and App, which will help your child to make even more 
progress.  
 
The free website www.quizlet.com and its Apps, available for both Apple and     
Android, allow students to create an account and then play games and       
complete interactive activities to learn vocabulary which has been created by 
other users or which they create themselves. We know that students are often 
more enthusiastic about playing on their phones than writing out lists of words, 
so we hope that this website will enable them to do both, and thus home learning will hopefully be more fun! Students who 
practise little and often generally make the most progress and those students who use Quizlet are able to remember more of 
the vocabulary.  
 
We would like all of Year 7 to practise their weekly sentences on Quizlet, so that they really master the sentences and         
vocabulary. Many students have already made an account, and some are using it regularly. From Monday 23rd November,    
students should all practise their sentences by completing at least 5 different activities on Quizlet throughout the week as part 
of their home learning. We suggest this is not done all at once, but periodically throughout the week. Two or three minutes 
practice regularly will make a huge difference. We are able to monitor their progress with the different activities.  
 
When students create an account, they will need to search for the St. Wilfrid’s Year 7 “class”, to be able to find the words and 
phrases relevant to their home learning, or follow the link their teacher posts on their Teams page. As before, the extension 
sentences (sentences 4 & 5) are optional and intended for those students who aspire to achieve Milestones higher than Deep. 

https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/Anti-Bullying%20Week%202020%20-%20pack%20for%20parents.pdf
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/report-bullying-safeguarding-concern/
https://diagnosticquestions.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2603fe95bdcec4f6c05864497&id=1c0424a03e&e=af2384df88
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/
http://www.southfeatherstonegospelhall.co.uk/contact.html
http://www.southfeatherstonegospelhall.co.uk/contact.html
http://www.quizlet.com

