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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
 
This week we attended a virtual meeting with Public Health consultant clinicians to review the cases of Covid 19 in school and 
the advice/ direction school had been given by public health. In the meeting the confirmed cases of Covid 19 were reviewed in 
detail and the direction/advice provided scrutinised.  Public Health consultants concluded that it is safe to keep all bubbles in 
school open at this time. They advised that we continue to closely monitor and track the situation and continue to inform public 
health of any suspected and confirmed cases. In the event of additional confirmed cases, public health will again review the 
situation and direct schools action, as they have the clinical expertise in this area. We were reassured by the thoroughness of 
the review and the clarity of advice and direction given yesterday by Public Health.  
 
The details below are to clarify how schools are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will              
communicate with parents and carers about the situation in school 
 
What does the guidance require schools to do? 

 Implement Protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.  

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as soon 
as possible 

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid 19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by Public Health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without Public Health direction. 

 
School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public health 
consultants.  
 
What does school do when a case of Covis-19 is suspected?  

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and Covid 
19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid 19 will be sent home immediately to self-isolate for 
14 days. 

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48hrs prior to returning)  

 In preparation for a potential positive result school identifies the close contacts of the potential case.  
 
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?  

 Headteacher contacts DfE hotline and Public Health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public Health 
receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by school. 
As a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s directions. 

 Parents/Carers  of  students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.  

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)  

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.  

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), 
to ensure close  contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school 
are identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 
48hrs prior to a test.  

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid test.  

 School takes and acts on the direction of the Public Health call back immediately, if different from the above actions. 

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case 

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.  

 

Theme of the Week ahead - Pilgrimage  

Journeys to a holy place have been made for centuries. These holy 
places are significant because a very special event has taken place 
there. Throughout history Christians have journeyed together to   
places of importance such as Jerusalem, Rome, Lourdes and       
Walsingham. They have left their homes taking very little with them 
but focussed on God as they travelled. Pilgrimages don’t always have 
to be journey’s to another place; our journey together through our 
time at St. Wilfrid’s is also a pilgrimage. 



How does school respond to a suspected/ confirmed case of covid 19 in a member of staff? 

 Staff are directed to leave site immediately, seek a test and self-isolate 

 Close contacts are identified (as above) and asked to self-isolate  

 Staff with a negative test result can return to school provided they have had no symptoms for 48hrs prior to their return  

 Staff that test positive must isolate and follow the guidance given by track and trace.  

 Parents/carers identified as close contacts are informed as above, however, social distancing and preventive measure  
reduce the likely hood of this.  

 
What can parents/carers and students do to help?  

 Notify school if a student is seeking a test for Covid so we can prepare.  

 Notify school of the test result so we can act accordingly 

 Ensure that contact details are up to date so we can get in touch with you if needed 

 Notify school if you believe your child is a close contact of a positive case, but we have not been made aware of this.  

 Social media – sharing positive test results on social media has caused our students and their families anxiety, please be 
sensitive to this when engaging with social media 

 Organisation- please make sure students have all the equipment they need for lessons and have a face mask plus a spare 
of £1 to buy a replacement (if we have spares in stock)  

 
It is very likely that over the coming weeks and months we will have further positive cases of Covid 19 within the school    
community. Please be assured that the health and well-being of students, their families and staff is always our top priority. We 
will continue to communicate with families, students and staff to inform and reassure you of the situation in school each week, 
and of course, we will continue to provide an education for all, preferably face to face in school, as long as it is safe to do so.  
 
Advice for Families on Covid 19 and attending school 
 
Deciding if a student has Covid 19 and should self-isolate, or if they have a different  infection and can continue to attend 
school, can be difficult.  School staff are not medically qualified and therefore cannot support you making such a decision.    
Advice from Public Health England and the NHS for schools and families is as follows: 

 
If the student or a member of their household becomes ill whilst at school w ith one or more of the three main 
symptoms of Covid 19 the student should leave school site as soon as possible and seek a test. Please update school with the 
outcome of the test, if positive schools need to notify Public Health England (PHE) and individuals should notify NHS Track and 
Trace Please ensure contact details are up to date as students can only be collected from school by a person listed as a contact 
with school. 
 
The main symptoms of Covid-19 along with Scenarios 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please continue to notify attendance (01977 691000) of all absences from school and the 
reason for absence 



Safeguarding News  
 
Emotional Wellbeing and Mental Health  
 
Current events are causing stress and anxiety for 
many young people and adults. We wanted to remind 
all families that services that would be there to    
support you during a typical school week are still 
available and we encourage you to access support as 
soon as you feel it would be helpful.  
 
Catholic care are able to hold  telephone     
consultations for students to access this service 
please contact school via the mains school phone 
number or email and we will pass on your contact 
details to the counsellors.  
 
KOOTH - this brilliant on line service is there every 
day for any student in a Wakefield school to access. 
Please visit www.kooth.com for further information 
and the services they offer 
 
 
NSPCC and Childline offer excellent telephone 
help lines for young people 24hours a day and are 
free to use. The numbers are in your planner and 
attached here too.  
 
NSPCC 0808 800 5000, www.nspcc.org.uk   
 
Childline 0800 1111, www.childline.org.uk 
 
 
Every Mind Matters - this is a new initiative from 
the NHS. The website has easy to read but practical 
advice on working at home, help to make a mind 
plan and links to immediate support for you or      
another person you may be worried about.  There is 
a section just for apps that can be downloaded to 
support a range of emotional wellbeing and mental 
health needs. Further information can be found here: 
Every Mind Matters 
 
 
www.nhs.uk/oneyou 
 
 

RE News 
 
Students Working from Home in RE - 
All students in Years 7-11 have now been 
added to a central Teams group for their 
Year group e.g. Year 7 RE (Working from 
Home). Any student who is having to work 
from home should find the relevant next 
lesson in that Teams group. Students can 
ask any questions about the work and 
communicate with their own RE teacher in 
their own class’ Teams group. Students in 
Sixth Form Religious Studies will be       
directed by their specific  teacher for either         
Philosophy, Ethics or Christianity.  
 
Sixth Form Religious Studies Textbooks - Students studying Religious  
Studies in Years 12 and 13 can now pre-order the correct A level textbooks for 
the year through ParentPay. These books will be ordered at a discount price, 
compared to purchasing them elsewhere, in early October.  

Sing Out Choir 

During the next term we are hoping to 
continue with the school choir on line. We 
are giving pupils the opportunity to   
download a song, record themselves and 
send this back to Mr Clarke. This will be 
mixed with other pupils singing and   
hopefully we can share this with you 
online at some point in the near future.  

Any pupils interested should follow the 
music subsite on SharePoint and selecting 
the Sing Out folder and read the          
instructions very carefully. Any problems 
please contact Mr Clarke in the music  
department. 

Practical PE 
 
As you are aware, while we have been adjusting to the new routines in school, we have been unable to teach any practical PE 
lessons. This is due to ensuring that all students remain safe and do not cross into other bubbles around school. Thank you for 
bearing with us while we have embedded these new routines, and please be rest assured that we have been working hard to 
try and come up with a solution so our students can start PE lessons again. There will be more details next week to both      
parents and students about how and when practical PE will start, please keep an eye out for these and feel free to get in touch 
if you have any queries.   
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