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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
 
It is now six weeks since we returned to school for the new academic year.  As we look back over this period several aspects 
stand out: 
 

 the positive attitudes and behaviour of the majority of students, who have adapted to a very different school day         
experience with good grace and very little fuss 

 the support of parents and families during communication and feedback throughout the term 

 the collective work of all staff in school to ensure that we are doing the very best for our students at all times 
 

Monday 12th October is the feast day of our patron, Saint Wilfrid.  Although we cannot hold our usual whole school celebration, 
we will be marking the day with a remotely delivered liturgy, including a pre-recording of ‘Hail to Saint Wilfrid’ and a tuck shop 
at break and lunch as a treat for us all.  To all of the students, staff and governors, both past and present, now more than  
ever, Fidem Servavi! 

Theme of the Week ahead - St. Wilfrid 
In 1381 King Richard II dedicated the whole country of England as a gift to Mary as her dowry. It was time of great 
uncertainty for the country due to political turmoil and change. In 2020 we can imagine a bit of what that might have 
been like and so this year is the perfect opportunity for us to rededicate ourselves to our faith and in particular to 
following the example of Mary  

For Catholics, Mary is not God, she is not worshipped but she is honoured. She is the perfect example of discipleship and how 
to be a follower of Christ. At the annunciation Mary was asked by God to bear His Son, Jesus and she gave her whole life to 
God by saying Yes to Him. “Behold I am the servant of the Lord, may it be done unto me according to your word”. This was no 
easy task, just as it is no easy task being a Catholic in the world today. However the Angel Gabriel told Mary “Do not be afraid” 
and the Bible uses this phrase 365 times, a convenient number to remind us every day to not be afraid. 

Chaplaincy News 
 
The Year 7 days of recollection are well under way 7 Newman, Ward, Howard & Postgate have so far spent the 
day in the Chaplaincy learning about the Catholic faith, doing tasks and getting to know each other better.  
 
On Monday we celebrate  the feast of our Patron St. Wilfrid, we would normally have Mass in school but because 
of the current situation we will have a Liturgy in our forms. Mass will be celebrated in the Parishes of St. Joseph’s 
Pontefract, St. John’s Normanton, St. Joseph’s Castleford and Sacred Heart Hemsworth and offered for our 
school community so we thank our clergy for their continued prayers. 

Practical PE 
Thank you very much for bearing with us whilst we have been putting new routines in place. We now feel in a position to offer 
practical PE sessions to get the students outside and active. Practical PE began for all students on Monday 5th October 2020. 
On the days your son/daughter has PE they must come to school in their PE kit as changing facilities will not be available. To 
make this a comfortable experience for all students we have slightly changed what students can wear for PE and if we are   
experiencing bad weather we may have to revert to a classroom based lesson, so students do not have to sit in wet clothes for 
the remainder of the day. All PE lessons will be outside.  
 
Students must arrive to school in their PE kit; however if students would prefer, they may wear plain black leggings/tracksuit 
bottoms instead of their shorts. The leggings/tracksuit bottoms must be plain and have no large wording/slogans/design on 
them (a small logo would be acceptable).  
 
Students must also arrive in their trainers; however dependant on their activity they should bring suitable trainers or football 
boots in  addition, as these are likely to get wet and muddy. If a student’s lesson is planned for the new 3G pitch, they MUST 
wear football boots. Students must w ear their w hite PE T-Shirt and/or their rugby shirt, with their blazer on top.   
Jumpers and hoodies are not allowed under any circumstance. If the weather is poor, students may wear their jacket on top of 
their blazer, as they do on a normal school day. I would strongly recommend that students bring a spare pair of socks with 
them, that they can change into if the field is wet.  

2021 Leavers Book 

This year St Wilfrid’s will be producing a yearbook for our Year 11 students to commemorate and celebrate their time here. Our 
students will all be able to contribute using the online design system from allyearbooks.co.uk. Parents and carers should expect 
a letter with more details in the coming weeks.  

Please contact Ms Fraser on lfr@st-wilfrids.co.uk with any questions. 

mailto:lfr@st-wilfrids.co.uk


ParentPay 
 
We now have all chargeable items on the ParentPay system so that you can not only allocate money to 
dinners but also allocate money to pay for other items i.e revision guides, art sketchbooks, face masks 
or 520 single journey bus ticket.  You may receive a notification that an item has been added, it may 
apply to your child or to the year group in general depending on what it is, this doesn’t mean that you 
have been charged or that you must pay for this item, it is just giving you the opportunity to move 
money to this item if you require it.   
 
Revision guides or any books relating to lessons will be given out in the relevant department during lessons, as teachers will be 
notified of who has made a purchase. 
 
Face masks or any other equipment purchased can be collected by the student in the school shop at 
lunch times only.  Any child arriving without a mask can buy one at the gate for £1. 
 
School Web Shop - Please visit our website HERE for equipment etc and purchases online: 
 
Equipment packs, scientific calculators, pencil cases, various pens, jotters, planners and KS4 Ties.      
Students can collect their orders from the school shop at lunch time only. 
  
 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

It has been difficult for some families to provide uniform for their children as Covid-19 has made it hard 
for some.  There is a charitable organisation in Featherstone called Sharing is Caring and can be found on        
Facebook.  They are a non-profitable voluntary run uniform bank who are desperate to help families in 
our area but need school uniform donating to help them make a difference.   

If parents could help other families at St Wilfrid’s by having a sort out and donating to the uniform bank 
it would be greatly appreciated.  

FULLY LOADED FRIES 
CHEESEBURGER 
JUMBO HOTDOG various toppings 
      
TOFFEE APPLE  £1.00 
POPCORN    £1.00 
CANDYFLOSS  £1.00 
CAKES                80P 
CHOC BARS               80P 
DRINKS        60P-£1 
 
Payment via cashless finger system 

Behaviour on Buses  

The pastoral team and Heads of Year have worked with two groups of students this week to improve behaviour on school   
buses. Expectations of students behaviour when travelling to and from school is the same as when they are on school site, 
where behaviour doesn’t meet our high standards we will always intervene to improve the conduct and safety on the buses. 

https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Uniform/Default.aspx?shopid=670


Coronavirus Update  
 
On Friday 2nd October we met with public health consultant clinicians to review the cases of Covid-19 in school and the advice/ 
direction school had been given.  In the meeting the confirmed cases of Covid-19 were reviewed in detail and the direction/
advice provided scrutinised. Public Health consultants once again concluded that it is safe to keep all bubbles in school open at 
this time. They advised that we continue to closely monitor and track the situation and continue to inform public health of any 
suspected and confirmed cases.  
 
On Tuesday 6th October we invited our local authority infection control into school to review our procedures and provide any 
further advice and guidance.  Infection control confirmed that we are compliant with Covid safe expectations and the only   
additional guidance was to make hand-washing signage even more prominent.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 10, 12 and 13 students back to school on Monday 12th October and thank them 
for their engagement with remote learning over the last two weeks. 
   
The details below are to clarify how schools are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will              
communicate with parents and carers about the situation in school  
 
What does the guidance require schools to do?  
 

 Implement Protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.  

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as soon 
as possible  

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid-19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by Public Health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without Public Health direction.  

 School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public 
health consultants.  

 
What does school do when a case of Covid-19 is suspected?  
 

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and         
Covid-19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid-19 will be sent home immediately to self-isolate 
for 14 days.  

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48hrs prior to returning)  

 In preparation for a potential positive result, school will identify the close contacts of the case.  
 
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?  
 

 The headteacher contacts DfE hotline and Public Health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public 
Health receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by 
school. As a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s directions.  

 Parents/Carers of students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.  

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)  

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.  

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), 
to ensure close contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school 
are identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 
48hrs prior to a test.  

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid test.  

 School takes and acts on the direction of the Public Health call back immediately, if different from the above actions.  

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case  

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.  

 
This week we have had positive confirmed cases in the Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 bubbles.  Families of children within these bubbles 
were notified on the same day and guidance provided. 
 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid -19 
DO NOT attend school.   Please call 119 for advice and access to testing.  

Further information on symptoms can be found HERE   

Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering in corridors, when lining up for lessons and queuing for food and drink, 
on public and school transport. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought for £1 online via ParentPay. 
Students with a medical exemption can down load a badge to their phone or print off an exemption badge at the site below:   

 Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE         Mobile Phone Badge        Printable Badge   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf


Our Family Our Future - October School Holiday Fun Filled Activities for Children and Families 
 
Our Family Our Future project aims to work with families to improve their overall household income, address inequalities and 
work with local schools to identify families who may benefit from early help intervention prior, during and after school holidays. 
All children and their families who schools feel may benefit from this project can be referred.  
 
During the school holidays Our Family Our Future project in partnership with those listed below provides children and families 
with the opportunity to access fun fill activities.  All sessions will provide a meal for the children with an opportunity for the 
family to have access to early help support, above and beyond the fun filled activities. Support around mental health and    
wellbeing, confidence building, COVID 19, financial/debt management, progress into work etc.  
 
Any family that you feel may benefit can be referred however the families eligible for income based free school meals will be 
given priority places.  Each of the partners below will provide ongoing school holiday activities and are able to support families 
for at least the next 12 months and beyond. Make contact now for children and families to access activities over the autumn 
term. As a school you can also contact the providers to build your working relationship and explore what you might be able to 
offer together.   
 
Schools can book a place for a child with the following activities: 
 
Havercroft and Ryhill Sports and Youth Centre – are running the following free sessions through the school holiday, subject to 
Covid restrictions: 

 Monday 26th October 1-3pm: Sports on the field   

 Wednesday 28th October 2-4pm: Halloween roller disco 

 Thursday 29th October 11-2pm:  Family session Halloween Trail/crafts (outside)  

 Refreshments provided 

 Children under 8 years must be accompanied by a parent/carer 
 
The Old Quarry Adventure Playground, Warwick Estate – Offering free Adventure play sessions, Run Riot (a session for children 
with additional needs) and Youth group sessions all including a free meal. Sessions from 26th till 30th of October, Daily sessions 
at various times, see flyer.  Learn more about the Adventure playground on their website: The Addy  
 
Frickley Athletic in the Community Ltd, South Elmsall -. The child will be offered a free fun packed day of multi sports based at 
the Frickley Athletics Stadium for children aged 5 to 12 years including a free breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack. Running 
Monday 26th to Friday 30th of October, see flyer. Opportunities for families to purchase additional days will be available at a  
reduced rate.  Frickley are also looking to work with schools in their locality to deliver after school club opportunities, please 
contact them directly for further discussions. 
 
Wakefield Trinity Community Trust, Eastmoor & Denhale – Are running free camps at the Denhale Arc, Flanshaw and St     
Swithuns Community Centre, Eastmoor, Monday 26th to Thursday 29th of October for children aged 5 to 11, a free lunch will be 
provided. The Trust would also like to work with schools to enhance the offer you will be providing on your school site, and/or 
are willing to provide an offer to run provision from your school site or other appropriate site. This offer is open to all schools 
across the district with priority to those schools with high numbers of children in receipt of free school meals. (Contact directly 
to discuss) 
 
Elite Kids Coaching, Airedale Management Board & the Young People’s Empowerment Project, Airedale – free holiday camp  
running for children ages 5 to 12 years, Monday 26th to Thursday 28th, 10am till 3pm at The Hut, Airedale for children from 
Airedale Infants, Airedale Junior, Oyster Park and Townville school.   A free lunch will be provided.  
 
Home start, District Wide - Home-Start provides a service which is district wide and is open to parents of children up to the age 
of 11 years.    

 Will work with parents, with low level needs (Level 1& 2 on Continuum of need), offering early intervention to            
overcome physical and emotional barriers to: accessing services, reducing social isolation, loneliness and social inactivity.   

 Offer families opportunities for cooking together on a budget, to enhance skills and assist with budgeting.  

 Inform, support and signpost children eligible for FSM to activities, services and resources, which lessen the impact of  
poverty on the family.   

 Offer activities for families and children, and work with other partners to offer free or low 
cost, activities and opportunities.  

    The core service will also train parents who wish to become peer support volunteers for other families in the district.  This 
leads to an individual learning plan which can enhance a CV and demonstrate employability.   

 
Eligibility for Places - Please note that places are limited due to restrictions in line w ith COVID 19 social          
distancing guidance. Priority places will be offered to those children eligible for income based free school meals   
Please note the above offers are subject to Covid regulations and restrictions. Please take a look on the Wakefield Early Help 
Website for further information about the project.  Our Family Our Future 
 
School can refer families if you would like to access these projects please contact – Marie James on 01977 691000 ext 265 or 
Samantha Gummerson 01977 691000 ext 150. 

https://www.theaddy.org/
http://earlyhelp.wakefield.gov.uk/our-family-our-future/

