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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
Monday 12th October marked the feast of St Wilfrid with an extended form period and liturgy.  St Wilfrid was renowned for his 
steely determination and this should remind us all of the need to work together to overcome the daily challenges of our 
times.  We understand that the return to school has been a testing time for all and would encourage you to continue to read 
the newsletter for general school updates, COVID-19, remote learning and forthcoming events.   

Theme of the Week ahead - The Society of St Vincent de Paul (SVP)  
 
The SVP was founded in Paris in 1833 by a group of Catholic students who, led by 
Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, aimed to put their faith into action through direct     
contact and assistance to the poor. Inspired by the work and teachings of St    
Vincent de Paul, who abandoned the profit of being a priest in the Royal Court in 
favour of working with the marginalised and forgotten poor of France in the 
1600s, the group placed itself under his patronage.  

Remote Learning 
As a result of the increased transmission of COVID-19 both locally and nationally there is a possibility that students may be  
required to isolate and therefore work ‘remotely’, from home.  Where students are isolating but not ill, it is expected that they 
follow their daily timetable and access remote work through Teams.  If individual students are required to isolate, then work 
will be set on Teams that reflects the work being completed in school at that time.  In the event that a year group bubble   
closes, then students will be expected to attend live ‘remote’ lessons through Teams.  Class teachers will set up the remote  
lessons and students will be able to access them through the class Team ‘chat’ aspect, in line with timetabled lessons. 
 
Students understand how to use Teams, however, further guidance and support for both students and parents is available on 
the school website using the following link: Learning from Home 

Open Day  
We had a virtual open day on 
Saturday 3rd October.  You can 
hear all about life at St Wilfrid’s 
by clicking on the image below: 

Escape from the Château!  
 

All students of French are invited to take part in the first virtual escape game competition 
from Monday 12th October. You can find the link to the competition on your class Teams 
message board. You will need to solve a  series of puzzles, linked to the French you have 
been learning in lessons, to escape from the château in less than 30 minutes. You may 
attempt the challenge as many times as is necessary, if at first, you get locked in!  
 
If you manage to escape in time, you can enter the prize draw by completing the form 
which will appear when you have successfully escaped. Winners will be drawn via random 
number generator from the completed forms after the closing date, which is Sunday 1st   
November. Bonne chance ! 

Coronavirus Update    
It has been fantastic to welcome our Year 10, 12 and 13 students back into school.  School overall attendance is currently 
91.5% and we will continue to respond to all guidance to ensure school remains open and a safe place for students to                           
attend.  The details below are to clarify how schools are instructed to act in the event of a confirmed case and how we will 
communicate with parents and carers about the situation in school.  
  

What does the guidance require schools to do?    

 Implement protective measures such as creating bubbles, separate social times and areas, promoting good hygiene, and 
enhanced cleaning routines to reduce the risk of transmission in a school community.   

 If a student displays any of the three main symptoms of Covid-19 the student should be sent home to self-isolate as soon 
as possible   

 Report all confirmed cases of Covid-19 (staff or student) to the DfE hotline immediately and follow the measures directed 
by Public Health, schools should not take decisions to close fully or partially without Public Health direction.   

 School is fully compliant with the guidance and will continue to comply with guidance and follow the direction of public 
health consultants.   

Students to be given more time to prepare for 2021 exams 
The Department for Education and OfQual have released details of the Year 11 and 13 summer exam series. Please note that 
the GCSE and A Level exams will be held three weeks later to help address the disruption caused by the pandemic. The Prime 
Minister and Education Secretary are clear that exams will go ahead, as they are the fairest and most accurate way to measure 
a pupil’s attainment. The government has announced the summer exam series will start on 7th June 2021 and end on 2nd July 
2021 for almost all AS and A level and GCSE papers. Results days are Tuesday 24th August for A and AS levels and Friday 27th 
August for GCSEs so students will start the following academic year as normal.  
 
One Mathematics and one English GCSE exam will be held just before the May half-term, giving any Year 11 students who are 
affected by COVID-19 the best possible chance of still sitting a paper in each of these core subjects. As soon as a final exam 
timetable becomes available, it will be shared with all students and parents/carers.  

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/students/learning-from-home/
https://www.visitstwilfrids.org/


Coronavirus Update (Cont)  
What does school do when a case of Covid-19 is suspected?   

 No member of school staff is clinical qualified to diagnose the difference between a routine seasonal infection and       
Covid-19, therefore any person with any of three main symptoms of Covid-19 will be sent home immediately to self-isolate 
for 14 days.   

 If a person sent home can later evidence a negative test result they are able to return to school (provided they have had 
no symptoms for 48 hours prior to returning)   

 In preparation for a potential positive result, school will identify the close contacts of the case.    
   
How does school respond to a confirmed positive case of Covid-19?   

 The headteacher contacts DfE hotline and Public Health to register the case and request advice and direction. Public Health 
receives extremely high numbers of calls and often there is a wait for a call back to direct the actions needed by school. As 
a result school will take the following actions immediately as these are always part of Public health’s directions.   

 Parents/Carers of students that have been in close contact with the positive case will be informed by text message and 
asked to collect students as soon as possible.   

 Close contacts will be isolated in a separate first aid area until they can leave site (close contacts should not use public 
transport)   

 A letter will be given to close contacts with advice and guidance on self-isolation and provision for remote learning.   

 Close contacts are identified from seating plans and by conversation with the infected individual (and their parent/carer), to 
ensure close contacts from breaks, lunches, lesson transitions, travel to and from school and contact outside of school are 
identified. Close contacts are identified from the 48 hrs prior to symptoms developing or if no symptoms develop the 48 
hours prior to a test.   

 Close contacts are asked to inform school if they later become symptomatic and seek a Covid-19 test.   

 School takes and acts on the direction of the Public Health call back immediately, if different from the above actions.   

 School will email the parents/carers of other students (non-close contacts) in the affected year group bubble only each 
time there is a case   

 School will update all families of any case in school each week in the newsletter so that families with additional health 
needs are fully informed.   

  
This week we have had positive confirmed cases in the Year 7, 8, 9 and 11 bubbles. Families of children within these          
bubbles were notified on the same day and guidance provided.   
 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has symptoms or has tested positive for Covid-19 DO 
NOT attend school. Please call 119 for advice and access to testing.  Further information on symptoms can be found HERE     
 
Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering in corridors, when lining up for lessons and queuing for food and drink, 
on public and school transport. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought for £1 online via ParentPay. 
Students with a medical exemption can down load a badge to their phone or print off an exemption badge at the site below:  
 

Mobile Phone Badge        Printable Badge   
 
Full guidance on face coverings can be found Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE          

Safeguarding News 
Young Carers are children and young people under 18 who provide or intend to     
provide care for another person of any age, except where that care is paid for or    
carried out as voluntary work.   
 
Young Carers can face many challenges because of their caring role. They can be 
forced to grow up early and miss out on the same opportunities as their peers because 
they care for family members who are disabled, chronically ill, or for adults who are 
experiencing problems with poor mental health, drugs or alcohol.  
 
The level of support a young carer offers can vary, with common jobs including: 

 practical tasks, such as cooking, cleaning and shopping 

 physical care, such as helping someone move around 

 emotional support, such as talking to someone who is distressed 

 personal care, such as helping someone dress 

 managing household budgets and appointments 

 collecting prescriptions and helping to give medicine 

 looking after brothers and sisters 
 

Young Carers often miss school because of their caring responsibilities at home which can have a negative impact on their   
future plans. They are also at an increased risk of mental health problems because of the added pressure to their lives.      
Commonly, Young Carers are caring for relatives without teachers and other professionals knowing. 
 
Support can be found here: Early Help Young Carers  
 
School has access to a young carer support group from our Catholic care service. This is currently being delivered on a one to 
one basis. Please contact us if you feel your young person would benefit . 
 
We look forward to the Young Carer's Project providing a space for young carers to come together for fun, take opportunities 
to try out activities and learn new skills, enjoy the support of peers and family while encouraging time out and positive health 
and wellbeing.  Schools record young carers and follow the following pathway provided by the local Authority. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/schools-and-children/early-help/young-carers

