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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
 
We started the week with virtual assemblies for KS3 (Year 7 and 8) and KS4 (Years 9, 10 and 11) to thank the vast majority of 
students for their effort in the classroom and positive conduct around school site. The assembly was also a good opportunity to 
remind everyone in school of the need for good hand and respiratory hygiene and why these simple measures help keep school 
open. We are continuing with increased cleaning of site, particularly frequently touched surfaces, cleaning of equipment and 
frequent hand sanitising. The wearing of face coverings remains optional for students in and around school site but is          
compulsory on all buses unless an exemption pass is shown.  The purpose of these measures is to reduce the risk of infection 
to all in school and their families so school remains open. 
 
Face Coverings - Due to rising numbers in cases of Covid-19 locally and nationally, the wearing of face coverings in corridors, 
when lining up for lessons and queuing for food, drink and buses will be compulsory as of Monday 21st September.  All   
students will be given a face mask in registration on Friday 18th or Monday 21st September for their own use.  Only students 
with a known medical exemption will be excused from this rule. Should a student lose their mask, a replacement can be bought 
for £1 online via ParentPay. We have taken this decision to ensure we do all we practicably can to prevent infections.  
 
Attendance to school - All students should continue to attend school unless they are displaying any of the main symptoms of 
Covid-19 or are directed to self isolate. It can be difficult to know if a child has Covid-19 symptoms or has a different infection. 
We would advise parents and carers to use the NHS Symptom Checker for accurate advice. This link and further advice form 
Public Health England can be found on the news feed of the school website.  
 
Student Feedback - Each day as we walk around site and supervise break and lunchtimes we ask students how they have 
found the return to school and if they feel safe. Their feedback helps us reflect upon and make amendments to routines. This 
week we have trailed the following: 
 
Lesson change overs - students can now go into their classroom before their teacher arrives to reduce contact between           
students of the same bubble on corridors. Students are supervised by staff on duty until the teacher arrives to take the lesson. 
For health and safety reasons this cannot apply to lessons taking place in science classrooms (yr. 7 and 9 bubbles) and for          
students using specialist rooms. Students using these rooms continue to line up outside of the building and wait for the teacher 
to arrive. This routine will continue.  
 
End of day routines - To stagger departures, students will continue to be     
released one year group at a time at the end of the day.  Students travelling 
home by car or foot, should leave school site by the bridge gates and walk up 
the path to the front of school. Students travelling home by bus should use the 
bus bay gates. Please continue to park safely and with respect to local residents 
by not blocking private roads or drive ways and parking on pavements.  
 
Travel to and from school - It is compulsory for students to wear a face covering on buses to reduce the risk of infection in 
school and in students homes. Face coverings should be worn for the duration of the journey to be effective.  

Open Day 
 
This year the school open day will be a virtual only event. The website www.visitstwilfrids.org will go live at 10am Saturday 3rd  
October. We are disappointed that we cannot open school to visitors, but cannot invite large numbers of visitors onto school 
site at the expense of keeping school open to our current students.  

 Year 7 - 2.50.pm       

 Year 9 - 3pm  

 Year 11 - 3.10pm 

 Year 8 -2.55.pm       

 Year 10 - 3.05pm 

 Year 12/13 - 3.10pm 

Theme of the Week ahead - For the Care of Creation 
 
We take so much from the world, every day. The plants, the animals, the air we 
breathe are all crucial to our everyday lives. So, why don’t we take better care of 
the place where we live? If you think about it, the earth is just one big home. You 
wouldn’t leave rubbish all over your house or destroy part of it without planning to 
rebuild it. So, why should people treat the earth that way, especially when other 
animals and plants live on it, too? 

Year 7 Tutor Evening – 1st October 2020 

The Year 7 Tutor evening is fast approaching, this year it will take place in an amended format, please look out for an email 
coming shortly detailing the evening schedule and format. 

Behaviour on Buses  

The pastoral team and Heads of Year have worked with two  groups of students this week to improve behaviour on school   
buses. Expectations of students behaviour when travelling to and from school is the same as when they are on school site, 
where behaviour doesn’t meet our high standards we will always intervene to improve the conduct and safety on the buses. 
We ask that students and families flag up any issues on school buses so we can respond swiftly.  

https://usetherightservice.com/self-care/nhs-symptom-checker/
http://www.visitstwilfrids.org


Safeguarding News - National County Lines Week.  Be Informed, Spot the Signs 
 
Easy money usually comes with a catch… Have you been asked to put money in your bank account by a friend, or through 
someone you have met online?  They might have said you can keep some of the money, just for putting it into your account 
and then drawing or transferring it out again.  This is sometimes known as squaring, money laundering or being a money mule. 
It might sound harmless and an easy way to make a bit of cash, but it could actually be linked to serious crime and could have 
real consequences for you in the future. 
 
Criminals who make money through crime such as drugs, guns, human trafficking and fraud, often use people to hold or move 
their money for them as a way of hiding the crime.  They will tell you that there is nothing wrong with doing this and that 
you’re just doing them a favour.  They might give you money or gifts for helping them out. 
 
The police and banks look out for unusual activity in everyone’s accounts and will soon spot transactions that looks              
suspicious.  If you are found to be putting money in your account or transferring it for someone, then you can get in trouble, 
even if you genuinely didn’t know where the money came from.  Consequences can include not being able to access credit in 
the future, including mobile phone contracts, credit or store cards, or a mortgage, you could even be refused a bank           
account.  Even more seriously, you could get a criminal record and go to jail for up to 14 years. 
 
Tips & advice  
People often become money mules without being aware of it.  You might think you aren’t doing anything wrong, but end up 
being involved in money laundering and fraud. 
 
To help avoid this:  
 

 Don’t give your bank account details to anyone unless you know and trust 
them. 

 Be wary of job offers where all interactions and transactions will be done online. 

 Be wary of offers of easy money.  If it sounds too good to be true then it    
probably is. 

 
If you are worried that you have been targeted as part of this crime, you should speak 
to an adult that you trust.  You should also contact your bank as soon as possible, 
they have specialist teams who will be able to help you. 
 
 
You can also contact the Police or other organisations who can provide assistance:  
 

 In a non-emergency contact the police on 101. 

 If a crime is in progress or there is a danger to life call 999. 

 You can speak to West Yorkshire Police online via Live Chat   

 If you would rather not contact the police you can call: - 

 Crimestoppers (you can speak to Crimestoppers anonymously) – 0800 555 111 

 Childline – 0800 111 

 NSPCC – 0808 800 5000 

 www.moneymules.co.uk 
 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

It has been difficult for some families to provide uniform for their children as Covid-19 has made it 
hard for some.  There is a charitable organisation in Featherstone called Sharing is Caring which can 
be found on Facebook.  They are a non-profitable voluntary run uniform bank who are desperate to 
help families in our area but need school uniform donating to help them make a difference.   

If parents could help other families at St Wilfrid’s by having a sort out and donating to the uniform 
bank it would be greatly appreciated.  

ParentPay 
 
The majority of parents/carers should now have activated their accounts to pay for their school lunches etc, 
thank you for setting up your childs’ ParentPay account.  If you haven't yet activated your account and would 
like help doing so, please contact Mrs Blears on 01977 691000 Ext 154 or by email abl@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk 
 
The school has now moved away from taking cash and cheques via the school shop.  We are in the process of adding all 
chargeable items to the ParentPay system so that you can not only allocate money to dinners but also allocate money to pay 
for other items.  In the next few weeks you may receive a notification that an item has been added, it may apply to your child 
or to the general year group depending on what it is.  Hopefully, in time, this will be the go-to site for all monies being         
collected by school i.e proms, trips, school productions etc. (fingers crossed) 
 
Please allow 48 hours for items to be delivered via forms. 

St Wilfrid’s Day  
 
For the first and hopefully the last time since school opened in 1963 we are unable to celebrate St Wilfrid’s day with whole 
school events. We will mark St Wilfrid’s feast day (Monday 12th Oct) in school with a virtual service and extended form time 
with students attending lessons as usual.  Our plan is to work with the school council to plan for a celebration of St Wilfrid’s in 
the summer term, fingers crossed.  

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/101LiveChat
http://www.moneymules.co.uk/





