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A Message from the Interim Headteachers 
 
Welcome back to school, it is lovely to have the majority of students back in school and to see the school 
come back to life.   As we adjust to our new normal routines, we want to thank students for their conduct 
and co-operation and thank families for making sure students can get to and from school, have correct 
uniform and are prepared for learning. Getting ready for September is always a big job in any family but 
this year with so many other pressures to deal with it is very much appreciated.  Our focus now is on 
learning and catch up, supporting students well- being, and keeping all members of the school community 
safe so that school remains open. 
 
Updated government guidance on re-opening  schools was released on 28th August 2020 for schools, please use the link below. 
As a school we are fully compliant with the guidance and continue to monitor our practices. A summary of how the guidance is              
implemented in school is listed below from families to refer to, this will be issued each week and any changes clearly            
communicated - Guidance-for-full-opening-schools  
 
The next few weeks will present many challenges, school will continue to work with families and update you of any changes. 
Please work with us and be respectful when communicating with school, it is an unusual time for all.  

OPEN DAY  
 
Open Day has been cancelled and school will not open to visitors on the 26th September . This decision has been taken to   
reduce the risks of infection to students, staff and visitors and help keep school open.  The open day event is a day we look 
forward to and showcase the school and students, this year we will host a virtual open day for year 5 and 6 students and    
families, full details will be shared next week.  

Year 7 Transition  
 
Hello and Welcome - I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, especially to parents of pupils in Year 7. My 
name is Ben Everett and I am a Mathematics teacher at St Wilfrid’s as well as being Head of Year 7. I live in Garforth and     
attended St Wilfrid’s myself before leaving in 1988 to study at Liverpool University. I am married (my wife teaches at St       
Joseph’s in Pontefract) and we have two children, one of whom has just started A levels at Notre Dame in Leeds and one who 
is currently at our school. 
 
It has been a peculiar time at St Wilfrid’s since the start of term; education but not how we knew it! Pupils are in ‘bubbles’ of 
their year groups and as such there is not much interaction between different ages whilst in school. Teachers are not currently 
using their usual teaching bases and against the norm it is the teachers that travel around the site, going to the different areas 
where different year groups are based. We have various systems in place to keep risk at a minimum, such as the ‘bubbles’, 
along with one way systems, different timings of breaks and lunches and the availability of hand sanitizers around the school 
and at the entrance to every classroom. I would be grateful if you could remind your children about the importance of        
continuing to following these guidelines and procedures. 
 
Despite all this change and the unprecedented way in which the last academic year ended it gives me great pleasure to report 
what a positive start the pupils in Year 7 have made, uniform is excellent, attitude and effort in class is also impressive. The 
majority of pupils seem to be happy and getting to grips with the new norm extremely quickly and those that may take a while 
longer are hopefully aware of the abundant support that is available to them around school. I would also like to thank you for 
the obvious input that you have had in ensuring that your child is re-assured and prepared for this transition to high school, 
especially with the different approach, brought on due to the circumstances of the last term.  
 
As a parent, if you have any questions or queries at this time, please do not hesitate in contacting either myself via email 
bev@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk or your child’s form tutor via their individual school e mail address. I look forward to working closely 
with each one of you to ensure that your child’s experience of St Wilfrid’s is as happy, productive and enjoyable one as was 
that of my own children. 

Exams Update 2021 - There has been a lot of media coverage recently surrounding the 2021 exams, including the possibility 
that they may be delayed and sat later in the year. Ofqual and the Government have not made any announcement suggesting 
this, at the moment. We are planning and preparing our students for Public Exams for Year 11 and Year 13 to go ahead as  
normal in May/June 2021. If anything changes with these dates, we will communicate it to parents as soon as possible.   
 
Resit Options - In light of students receiving centre assessed grades this summer, there w ill be an opportunity 
to re-sit A Level and GCSE exams this Autumn. For any students who would like an opportunity to try and improve their centre 
assessed grades, all the information regarding resit exams is now on the school website, including the forms that need to be 
returned to the exams office by 17th September 2020. The Department for Education has explained that students will be able to 
use their best grade; therefore students will be able to use the higher of the two grades for future progression. There is no 
cost for the student to re-sit their exams, as the school is covering all fees.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
mailto:bev@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Coronavirus Update  
 
We ask that any students with symptoms or in contact with a person that has 
symptoms or has tested positive for Covid19 DO NOT attend school.   Please call 
119 for advice and access to testing.  
 
Further information on symptoms can be found HERE   
 
Face Coverings - students should wear a face covering on public and school 
transport. Students with a medical exemption can down load a badge to their 
phone or print off an exemption badge at the site below  
  
 Full guidance on face coverings can be found HERE    
 
        Mobile Phone Badge       Printable Badge   
  
Students may wear face coverings in school if they chose to do so, please ensure 
the face covering has no offensive wording or images. When wearing a face      
covering follow the guidance displayed around site to ensure it is removed safely 
and hands and cleaned before and afterwards.   
 
School will continue to monitor cases of Covid-19 in the local area and in the 
school community. If case number rise in the local area or guidance changes we 
will direct students to wear coverings in communal areas such as corridors.  
 

Year 12 Transition  
 
Thank you for the maturity shown by our new starters to sixth form in the past week in Year 12. Students at St Wilfrid’s are a 
real credit and it is great to have such a strong cohort in Year 12. Timetables have been issued to all students and full teaching 
started already on Thursday 3rd September.  
 
We feel that it is important to ensure that students become well-rounded and independent learners whilst on their journey 
through the sixth form. Students will also have some additional hours on their programmes of study in the coming weeks.   
Tutorials began on the week beginning the 7th September for both Year 12 and Year 13. These sessions are designed to help 
staff maximise their teaching time and allow for assessments, catch-up work and pre-reading to be completed in a supervised 
environment. In addition to tutorial sessions, students in both years also have Personal Development for one hour. They will 
follow a nationally-recognised programme called The Edge, which has been designed by our partners at PiXL. Further          
information can be found here: PiXL Edge.  This session will allow students to become more self-reliant - considering            
leadership, organisation, resilience, independence and communication skills. Finally, students in Year 12 will also study the   
Progression Module, in partnership with local universities. These additions to the timetable are compulsory and really help    
students gain an advantage over the competition, when it comes to applying for university and apprenticeships.  
 
We have stressed to students that there is no such term as a ‘free’ period. We call any non-contact time ‘study periods’ and 
urge our students to take advantage of the brilliant facilities in the sixth form. During the summer, 30 new desktop computers 
were installed and our 30 new laptops are now in use, to help support students to study. 
 
Students of Year 13 will begin their work on their next steps, working on UCAS or apprenticeship applications as part of their 
programme. Students in Year 13, looking to go to university, have been given the tasks of logging on and signing up to UCAS 
this week. 

Dropping off and Picking Students up by Car 
 
As more students understandably travel to and from school by car, the volume of traffic on Cutsyke road will increase. School 
has no jurisdiction over the main road and no access to additional parking areas to accommodate family cars. Please be        
respectful to local residents when parking and to school staff on duty at these busy times so we work together to keep students 
safe.  To support travel by bus Wakefield Metro are running duplicate services for the 476 and 610 buses. Students will see two 
of these buses each morning and afternoon, this supports social distancing on busy services. 
 
Dropping off – students arriving by car can be dropped off on the far (cemetery) side of the bus bay when the gates open 
between 8.45-9.10am. Please do not drop students off on the zebra crossing or on the near/school side of the bus bay. 
 
Picking up - Students traveling home by car will leave site at 3pm each day via the front entrance. Cars cannot use the bus 
bay car parks at the end of the day as all buses arrive in a short space of time and need to park. 

Chaplaincy News 
 
As we were unable to participate in 
the Lourdes Pilgrimage this year 
over the lockdown period the 
Youth Team at the diocese have 
put together a virtual Rosary.  

Staff and Pupils from all the high schools took 
part in saying the prayers, using this link: 
Lourdes 2020 Virtual Rosary 

Sing Out Choir 
 
During the next term we are hoping to continue with the school choir on 
line. We are giving pupils the opportunity to download a song, record   
themselves and send this back to Mr Clarke in the music dept. This will be 
mixed with other pupils singing and  hopefully we can share this with you 
online at some point in the near future.  
 
Any pupils interested should follow the music subsite on SharePoint and  
selecting the Sing Out folder and read the instructions very carefully. Any 
problems please contact Mr Clarke in the music dept. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903452/Exemption_from_face_covering_badge_for_mobile_phone.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/903454/Exemption_from_face_covering_card_to_print.pdf
https://www.pixl.org.uk/edge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbGV_lcSWQU&t=910s


Safeguarding News  
 
Please continue to be vigilant of children in your local area and report any and all concerns to 
Wakefield social services 0345 8503503. If you have concerns for a student at St Wilfrid’s please 
contact school and ask for the safeguarding team.  
 
Well-being Support - We encourage all students to access support for emotional and mental well
-being on Kooth.com or face to face with catholic care counsellors in school. Students can access 
Kooth directly up to 10pm each day. Full details are found in the student planner. Referrals to cath-
olic care can be made by a students in school (please let any member of staff know) or by a family 
member contacting school to make the request.  
 
See, Hear, Respond - We are pleased to be able to share an update w ith you on the See Hear Respond            
Partnership, funded by the Department for Education and managed by Barnardo’s.  
 
See Hear Respond has already helped thousands of children and young people across England over the last three months. Of 
those who have benefitted from support from See Hear Respond, many were not classed as vulnerable before the COVID-19 
pandemic, and others have seen their needs increase over the course of lockdown.  
 
We have received referrals for children and young people who have been feeling depressed or    
anxious; who have been feeling lonely or isolated from friends and other support networks; who 
might be at risk of exploitation, or who have needed support with returning to education. We can 
offer support in a number of ways – in many parts of the country face-to-face support is on offer 
for those families requiring it. In addition to this, we have found that the digital interventions also 
on offer allows for more flexible support to be put in place more quickly. Digital interventions can 
also enable children, young people and families to access support which may not be available in 
their local area, such as individual work to overcome barriers to returning to school, online group 
work to develop coping strategies and manage emotions and anxiety, and digital parenting support 
programmes.   

Go Higher West Yorkshire/Uni Connect 
  
You may be aware of our excellent partnership with local universities and Go Higher West Yorkshire. We are lucky to have the 
support of a dedicated Higher Education Progression Officer in school.  
  
The government-funded programme provides activities for our young people and their families as part of the Uni Connect    
Programme. The Uni Connect programme is a national initiative funded by the Office for Students. It offers activities, advice 
and information on the benefits and realities of going to university or college. Both parents and students may have already   
taken part in some activities as part of the Uni Connect programme, and/or will take part in future activities. 
 
To help Go Higher West Yorkshire report on the Uni Connect programme to the Office for Students, our 
school/college have agreed to share some of your data with them. More information about what data will 
be shared, and about your rights can be found in HEAT Information Sheet and Privacy Notice.      
Further information about Go Higher West Yorkshire and the Privacy Notice can be found in the Careers 
section of the school website here: Go Higher. Please take the time to read this document, as it provides all 
the information about how the data will be used, and what to do if you object.  Please note that if you are 
a parent or carer of a young person under 16 you can exercise the rights set out in the Privacy Notice on 
their behalf. 

Pre-Loved Uniform 

It has been difficult for some families to provide uniform for their children as Covid-19 has made it hard 
for some.  There is a charitable organisation in Featherstone called Sharing is Caring and can be found on        
Facebook.  They are a non-profitable voluntary run uniform bank who are desperate to help families in 
our area but need school uniform donating to help them make a difference.   

If parents could help other families at St Wilfrid’s by having a sort out and donating to the uniform bank it 
would be greatly appreciated.  

ParentPay 
 
The majority of parents/carers should now have activated their accounts to pay for their school 
lunches etc, thank you for setting up your childs’ ParentPay account.  If you haven't yet activated 
your account and would like help doing so, please contact Mrs Blears on 01977 691000 Ext 154 or 
by email abl@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk 
 
The school has now moved away from taking cash and cheques via the school shop.  We are in the 
process of adding all    chargeable items to the ParentPay system so that you can not only allocate money to dinners but also 
allocate money to pay for other items.  In the next few weeks you may receive a notification that an item has been added, it 
may apply to your child or to the general year group depending on what it is.  Hopefully in time this we be the go-to site for all 
monies being collected by school i.e proms, trips, school productions etc. (fingers crossed) 
 
Please allow 48 hours for items to be delivered via forms. 

http://www.kooth.com/
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/?s=go+higher

