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Theme of the Week ahead - Sacraments 

Matthew 18:18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven.”   

Reflection and Prayer 
Sometimes this phrase said by Jesus to his apostles can sound rather strange however it is an important reminder that what 
we do here on earth has a direct link with Heaven. As Christians we don’t see Heaven as a distant realm of existence that we’re   
hanging around waiting for. Earth and our earthly life isn’t a waiting room for eternal life. God created us to live out as much of 
our existence as possible but with the knowledge that life doesn’t end when our bodies end here on earth, but who we are 
continues into eternity. If we choose to bind ourselves to God here on earth, we will be bound to him in Heaven.  

Thankfully Jesus gave us seven clear ways in which we can live our lives, binding ourselves to God; the sacraments. We are 
baptised and welcomed into his Kingdom family and we can confess when we fall short and heal our relationship with God. We 
receive God directly when we partake in the Eucharist, receiving the graces of The Son and we receive the Holy Spirit most 
fully at our confirmation. As we journey through life we can commit ourselves to serving God and serving other through our 
vocations of Marriage or Holy Orders. Finally, whenever we find ourselves physically and spiritually sick, we can receive his 
anointing and healing.  Bind yourself to God throughout your life with prayer and the sacraments so as to bind yourself to Him 
in Heaven. 

Our Community Prayers for the week Catholic Life Daily Prayer  

Uniform  
The academy council have reviewed the uniform expectations of school in light of the financial impact the Covid-19 crisis has 
caused for many households.  
  
The academy councillors were particularly concerned that many students may have items of uniform that still fit students and 
were in good condition due to lack of wear during lockdown. For these reasons the academy council have decided that for the 
academic year 2020-2021, students will be allowed to wear out their existing uniform rather than replace items. As of          
September 2020: 

 Year 7  Students to w ear the official school sk irt and/ or trousers w ith the school logo.   If students have black 
school trousers from Year 6 that still fit, students are able to wear these until they need replacing.   

 Year 8 Students to continue to w ear the official school sk irt and/ or  trousers with the school logo as these were 
purchased for the current academic year.   

 Years 9 students are permitted to wear the smart school trousers (not fitted/ skinny or black jeans) without 
the school logo that students already own. School skirts must be the official skirt with the logo on as these were purchased 
last year.  

Academy councillors have requested that as families replace uniform items they are replaced with the official items and correct 
footwear in preparation for Sept 2021.  

 Year 10 students are permitted to wear the smart school trousers (not fitted/ sk inny or black jeans) without 
the school logo that students already own. School skirts must be the official skirt with the logo on as these were purchased 
last year.   

Academy councillors have requested that as families replace uniform items they are replaced with the official items and correct 
footwear in preparation for September 2021. They can also continue to wear the lower school tie or can buy the privileged   
upper school tie from the school shop. 

 Year 11 students are permitted to wear the smart school trousers (not fitted/ sk inny or black jeans) without 
the school logo that students already own. School skirts must be the official skirt with the logo on as these were purchased 
last year.  

Academy councillors have requested that as families replace uniform items they are replaced with the official items and correct 
footwear in preparation for September 2021. They can also continue to wear blue shirts if they prefer or the privileged white 
shirts.    

 Footwear - students are expected to wear black, polishable footwear. There are no changes to expectations on hair styles 
or colour, make-up and jewellery.  Details of the school uniform and suppliers of official items are available on the school 
website. As always we would encourage families to contact school prior to purchasing any items if they are in doubt that 
they are allowed by school. 

Learning from Home 
Microsoft Teams - Microsoft Teams has risen in popularity since lockdown measures w ere         
introduced. Our school has adopted this platform to help with remote learning. It has the ability to chat,   
video call and host online meetings with as many as 10,000 people. But as with any video conferencing    
software or live streaming app, there can be a number of things to consider around security and privacy. 
That’s why we are sharing this guide to help parents and carers understand exactly what ‘Teams’ is all 
about. You can view the guide using this link:  Guidance for Parents on Microsoft Teams 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/catholic-life/daily-prayer/
Guidance%20for%20Parents%20on%20Microsoft%20Teams


Safeguarding Update 
Staying safe while on line gaming - Online gaming can offer many posit ive experiences. I t can give young     
people the chance to escape into a virtual world to learn and to connect with others. However, there is a risk of young people 
viewing inappropriate content in games and being contacted by adults seeking to exploit them. 

This links below will take you to an activity pack for parents and carers to work on with young people. The activity explores 
how they can stay safe while gaming:  The packs are 15 minutes long and are produced by CEOPS - the child protection and 
on line exploitation division of the police.  

   Year 7 & 8 Home Activity Sheet   Year 9 - 11 Home Activity Sheet 

For ages 11-13 (Years 7 and 8) the 15 minute activity includes reading a short article and looking at the case study to think 
about how to be safe and certain that the person you are gaming with, is who they say they are and what sensible steps to 
takes to stay safe. It will refresh and remind both young people and adults of the simple but effective rules of staying safe.  

For ages 14+ (Years 9-11) The activity “Games to Look out For” reminds older children that the newest of games and trends 
can bring risks as they may be targeted by adults looking to exploit them. The activity focuses on who to make contact with 
when gaming and what details to share in order to enjoy the game but also stay safe. Again this is a refresher to remind adults 
and young people of how to stay safe but still enjoy gaming.  
 
Wakefield 0-19 Service  
The 0-19 Service are still very much here to support the health and wellbeing of everyone in your family and continue to be 
available for breastfeeding, weaning, bedwetting, child development and emotional difficulties. We are very much available to 
support Children, Young People and Families who may have specific needs during this time and may require support either  
virtually or in person. For further information please follow this link: Wakefield 0-19 Changes Poster 

Black Lives Matter 
A Parent’s Guide to Black Lives Matter - Perhaps race has always been a topic of regular discussion 
in your family, or perhaps you feel unsure about how to approach the topic of race with your family. Perhaps you 
grew up never talking about race, or perhaps you regularly face discrimination.  
 
This guide aims to provide resources, advice, and tips to ensure that children are aware of racial inequality, racial 
hierarchies, and white privilege present in modern-day society, as well as share tools and knowledge in which to combat racism 
today. Racism and race is not a one-conversation topic, and this guide has been produced to offer a child-centred look into the 
Black Lives Matter movement and can be found here: Parents’ Guide to Black Lives Matter  

Preventing the Transmission of COVID-19 
In order to minimise contact with individuals who are unwell, anyone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who has 
someone in their household who does, should not attend school.  Students, staff and other adults should not come into school 
if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or have tested positive in the last 7 days. 

Ofqual Launches Consultation on 2021 Exams and Assessments 
Students expecting to take exams and assessments next year, and their teachers, tutors, parents and carers, are                 
understandably concerned about the disruption to their education caused by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Proposals 
for assessing general qualifications in 2021 and the direction ahead for vocational and technical qualifications can be accessed 
from the following link: Ofqual launches consultation on 2021 exams and assessments 

Year 6  
Thank you all for your patience with what has been a very different transition period for all involved.  The Welcome Video and 
the PowerPoint presentation is on our school website and can be found here: Year 6 Parents Information. If you are having any 
IT issues can you please email StudentITSupport@bkcat.co.uk and our IT department will solve the issue directly. 
 
The school governors have taken into consideration that many students in Year 6 will have black school trousers that still fit 
and have not worn out as a result of lockdown and are permitted to wear out these items.  (Please see uniform section)     
Governor’s request that any new items are replaced with the official school trousers form Trutex or the uniform partners    
mentioned in the presentation and listed on our website.  
 
Your form tutor and Mr Everett will be using TEAMS up to the end of term to further help ease any anxiety for the coming 
year.  If you have any questions that have not been answered via the presentation or the video, please use your Form TEAMs 
and we will be able to answer your questions accordingly. 
 
We all look forward to finally meeting you in September so we can start our journey together.  ‘Fidem Servavi’ 
 
Year 6 - Meet our Pastoral and Safeguarding Team 
Mrs James - Senior Pastoral and Deputy Safeguarding Lead. You can find me in Solutions which is located in             
Byland Block. I work in school with young people and families that have additional services. I work alongside 
Family Services, the school nurse, counsellor and the school police officer to make sure young people are safe 
and well.  
 
Our job is to help families who may need signposting to other services or may need help and advice. I work 
closely to support our young people that are children in care. 
 
Mrs Gummerson - My role in school is Pastoral and Safeguarding Officer, I am also based in Solutions with Mrs 
James and I am here to help with any worries or concerns you may have about your child or family. I work with 
students that are experiencing low self-esteem or anxiety, this may be short term due to a change in             
circumstances at home, with friendships or may be related to a recent life event such as a bereavement of a 
close family member.  If you or your child have any concerns my door will always be open to listen to your                         
concerns and talk through the next steps of how we can help.  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-11-13s-home-activity-sheet-8.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/globalassets/thinkuknow/documents/thinkuknow/parents/pdf/thinkuknow-14-home-activity-sheet-8.pdf
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Wakefield-0-19-changes-poster-final.pdf
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Parents-guide-to-black-lives-matter.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-launches-consultation-on-2021-exams-and-assessments?utm_source=e8238d66-848e-4134-aa96-115c9fa2b50b&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/y6-information-2/
mailto:StudentITSupport@bkcat.co.uk


Sixth Form News 

We are pleased to announce the inaugural remote Sixth Form Taster Week on the 6th- 10th July. We are conscious that we are 
unable to offer the typical taster day by bringing Year 11 students into school to sample sixth form life. Instead, we are       
planning a remote, online-based week of sessions, using the Microsoft Teams platform.  

During the week, students will be invited to remote sessions with teachers of A Level subjects and to session on other aspects 
of sixth form life. We are excited to offer sessions on: 

 Subject Taster – each A Level will deliver a short taster of their subject, including a questions and answer sessions in 
most cases 

 Summer Project Launch – some subjects are using this platform to launch a summer project for students to help them to 
prepare for September and the start of their A Levels 

 An Introduction to Sixth Form Life 

 Pastoral Support and Enrichment Opportunities at St Wilfrid’s, including a live Q and A 

 The Apprenticeship Route – a session on the opportunities on offer from apprenticeship providers 

 Progression to Higher Education – the Go Higher UniConnect team will lead a session on the university opportunities and 
how to get them 

We are delighted that so many of our Year 11s are planning to return to us in September. We have enjoyed speaking to you on 
the telephone in recent weeks. We hope you are able to join us and are looking forward to welcoming you to these online 
events. Please look out for further details in the coming weeks. 

Lockdown Stories 
It's always lovely to hear of some cheerful stories during lockdown, so here's one to share. Tyler 
in Year 11 has been keeping his street in high spirits. He wanted to give them something to smile 
about during the current times. He set up his music decks and mc’d for them every week.   

 He led them for VE day and gave them songs, etc. to dance to 

 He led a weekly bingo slot and even distributed prizes via a remote control car 
 
He also organised a fund raising event and managed to raise over £1000 for a young boy in their 
community who has cancer. When we heard this story, we were overwhelmed with pride and 
wanted to share it with you so you can see the calibre of students we have here at St Wilfrid’s. Even in these uncertain times, a 
single person can be a shinning example to everyone around them - Tyler's done this and we have no doubt that he has 
brought joy and happiness to countless numbers of people. We hope this story puts a smile on your face too. 


