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Theme of the Week ahead - Pentecost 
 
Acts 2:1-4 “When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together in one place. Suddenly from heaven there 
came a sound like the rush of violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as 
of fire, appeared among them… all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit.” 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Possible re-opening of school to Year 10/12 students 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement, you will be aware that secondary schools are being asked to consider how best 
to introduce some ‘face to face’ support for Year 10 and Year 12 students over the coming weeks.  We are now considering 
how to respond to this request. The priority for our school is that we put the health and safety of our pupils, families and staff 
first. This means that we have to look carefully at what will work in practice, how many of our staff are available to work and 
how we can best manage small groups of students from these year groups coming into school.  We must also consider the 
needs of students in other year groups who have been asked to remain at home. We want to ensure that these students     
continue to receive sufficient support whilst working at home. 
 
Any return to school will be in carefully managed stages, and if it is considered safe to do so, students are likely to return for 
only part of a day or part of a week so that we can limit numbers of students on site and maintain social distancing.  
Please be assured that as soon as we have received further guidance and developed and considered our own plans in detail, I 
will contact you again with further information. 
 
In the meantime, our status is as it has been since the 23rd March – our school is only open for those children of critical    
workers who need to be cared for while their parent(s) are at work and for vulnerable children.  Please continue to contact 
school if you require any support with remote learning, with emotional or mental well-being.   
 
Please use the following link to view the latest letter from the Academy Trust: Trust Letter to Parents 18.05.20 
 
With my best wishes at this difficult time 
  
Elizabeth McGrath 
Interim Headteacher 

Chaplaincy News 
 
Morning Prayer - Students can now access our Morning Prayer through 
the Teams App. A new Tab will be added that says Morning Prayer this 
will take them to the Prayer on the website. Please encourage your child 
to access the prayer, read the scripture, say the prayer and choose a       
challenge. It is a great way to bring a moment of prayerful calm into 
your home especially if you say it together as a family. 

 
Thank you to our Priests as they continue to keep our school community in their prayers, a special thank you 
to Fr Fenton at Sacred Heart who offered mass for us on Monday, with the apt Psalm 'you stretch out your 
hand and save me, O Lord'.  
 
Canon John at St. Joseph’s Castleford will be saying Mass on Monday 25th May for us which is the Memorial 
of St. Bede the Venerable and Fr Mark at St. John’s Normanton will be offering Mass on the 1st June which is 
the memorial of Our Lady, Mother of the Church. 

Learning from Home from June 1st 

 
Tasks and learning activities will continue to be set for students on ‘Microsoft Teams’ with a note  
included on SIMS Parent and Student App. In response to the recent parental Home Learning survey, 
we have amended the way that home learning is assigned, so that the frequency and amount of 
learning activities for students is streamlined.  
 
As from Monday 1st June, we have asked teachers to set work using a timetable (see letter) so that students and parents do 
not feel overwhelmed by the volume of work. This is NOT intended to be the timetable students follow, but ensures that the 
work they receive does not all come in one day or at the beginning of the week. When the work is set, it is set for the next 5 
school days and students can then create their own timetable, or indeed, simply follow their school timetable.  
 
More details can be found in the letter which has been sent with this newsletter. 
 
VTalks for Careers 
The Virtual Talks programme for week commencing 25th May can be found HERE 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Trust-Letter-to-Parents-18.05.20.pdf
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/sample-page/careers/useful-links/


3G Pitch Update 
 
Work restarted on our 3G pitch in early May and is now 
only a few weeks away from completion.  We can’t wait for 
our students to use this pitch and wanted to show you 
what it’s looking like.   

Geography News 
 
Key Stage 3 geographers have been completing a topic ‘learning 
all about India.’  When learning about the monsoon season,     
students got creative and produced a range of pictures, quizzes, 
storyboards and more to illustrate their understanding. 
 
The photograph (right) shows some pieces of work by (clockwise 
from top right):  
 
Emily Codner (7N), Brooke Cox (8C), Aoife Turley (7N), Shawn  
Sijan (8M), Krisha Ahir (8M), Zehra Durmus (8K), Ella Tang (8K), 
Gray Bonson-Witter (7N), Anna Gilroy (7W) and Will Thorpe 
(7W). 

First Aid and Mental Health Awareness Week 

As part of mental health awareness week, please find below some fresh ideas to help children and 
young people build resilience and show their kindness during COVID-19. This week the focus is on 
first aid and mental health, and the importance of looking after yourself and others. 

Here are a few activities from the latest set of national resources – First aid and kindness  

 Kindness and coping - This Mental Health Awareness Week we are encouraging young   people to 
look after their own well being and support others with theirs. These quick activities develop    
coping skills in order to build resilience, encourage kindness and confidence to give first aid  

 First aid at home - No first aid kit? No problem! There are many everyday items that could help in a first aid emergency, like 
a tea towel to help with a bleed. This resource will encourage learners to find items from around the home and understand 
how they could help in a first aid emergency.  

There is also a parent pathway on the national learning site, First aid champions. To help parents and carers to be involved in 
their child’s learning at home.  

 

“Confident Me” – Week 2 
 
Last week we launched the Confident Me resource pack, which is designed to help young 
people develop improved body image, higher self-esteem and greater self-confidence.  
During this difficult time of restricted movement, we are all becoming more and more 
aware of our own physical and mental health and that of those closest to us. This set of 
five presentations and follow up activities is being made available to support young    
people and parents/carers whilst learning away from school. 
 
Session two is linked below and focuses on media messages:   
 
PSHCE RSE and Personal Development 
 
Students learn to become perceptive, critical media consumers (and producers) by       
investigating body image and the media and how images of people in professional media 
(e.g. advertising) and social media (e.g. Instagram) are manipulated and often drastically 
altered to reflect appearance ideals. 
 
A parent/carer guide is also available to support the resources. 
 

https://etracking.e.redcross.org.uk/clicked/3318/1741477/2359058804?
https://etracking.e.redcross.org.uk/clicked/3318/1741478/2359058804?
https://etracking.e.redcross.org.uk/clicked/3318/1741479/2359058804?
https://etracking.e.redcross.org.uk/clicked/3318/1741480/2359058804?
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/curriculum/pshce-rse-and-personal-development/


Safeguarding News 
 
Wakefield Council have launched a new campaign to promote 
safeguarding in our communities. We are all asked to be safe 
guarders of children and young people especially as schools are 
closed. The campaign reminds us all that safeguarding is      
everyone’s business and responsibility and encourages us all to 
report in any concerns to Social services or to the NSPCC.  
 
As a member of the public reports can be made anonymously 
and may be the difference between a young person being safe 
or not. Our school website contains many links and sources of 
information on safeguarding but if you are in doubt please use 
the contacts below to help protect young people and children.  
 
NSPCC- 0808 800 5000 open 8am – 10pm weekdays and 9am- 
6pm weekends 
 
Social Care Direct (social services) 0345 850 3503 open 24hrs a 
day  
 
School will be open each day during the half term and a safeguarding colleague is always available to help support with advice 
and guidance, please don’t hesitate to raise a concern. Please use this link to access the Safeguarding Leaflet 3 
 
Family Welfare  
 
During lockdown many of us are ourselves facing challenges or know of someone that is need of support. Within Wakefield 
there are many organisation available for support. The following numbers are for anyone to contact to gain support for      
themselves or someone they know. The services are free to use and confidential.  
 
Star Bereavement – for young people and families experiencing loss- 07599 640714 or https://www.starwakefield.org.uk/ 
 
Local Community Hubs – for support with welfare concerns, including delivery of food parcels – 0345 8 506 506 (option 3) 
 
Cash Wise – for financial support and advice – www.getcashwise.co.uk 
 
CGL- support and advice on drug and alcohol abuse- 0808 169 8711 or email:  wakefieldservicereferral@cgl.org.uk 
   

 www.changegrowlive.org/ 

 Facebook: Change, grow, live – Wakefield 

 Twitter: @CGLWakefield 

 Instagram: @cglwakefield 
 
Turning point – advice on drugs, alcohol, mental health and employment for those 16 and older – www.turning-point.co.uk 
 
CAMHS - for mental health needs – 01977 735865 
 
Kooth - on line counselling for any student or school pupil in Wakefield – Kooth.org  
 
If during lockdown you are able to and would like to offer support as a volunteer within your community please contact: 
emcastleylc@gmail.com  
 
Learning about Online Safety at Home (ThinkUKnow) 
 
ThinkUKnow have created a page to support parents and young people online. The site includes home activity packs with    
simple 15 minute activities support children's understanding of online safety at a time.  There is also parent support information 
for primary and secondary age groups.  The resources can be found here: Home Activity Worksheets 
 
Wakefield Families Newsletter - Activities for Families 
Being at home with the people you live with can be great fun but how do you keep everyone occupied? Do you need helpful 
information and support around your families’ health and wellbeing? That’s why the Wakefield Safeguarding Children 
Board have developed the Wakefield Families Newsletter. 
 
They are full of content and activities they think you’ll find useful; whether it is inspiration for things to do indoors, fun foodie 
activities, or advice around routines and things like sleep – they’ve got it covered.  Families Newsletter May 2020 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Safeguarding-Leaflet-3.pdf
https://www.starwakefield.org.uk/
mailto:wakefieldservicereferral@cgl.org.uk
http://www.changegrowlive.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Change-grow-live-Wakefield-1185259591507978/
https://twitter.com/CGLWakefield
http://www.turning-point.co.uk
mailto:emcastleylc@gmail.com
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=f9020a0668080fe2526895688cf91168&i=129A165A5A1509
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Families-Newsletter-May-2020.pdf

