
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
EJA/CAP/STW                                                                                                                     April 2020 
 
Dear Year 9 Student 
 
In light of the Government update that schools remain closed for a further three weeks, I am writing to you all again to “check in” 
and most importantly, I really do hope this letter finds you and your families fit and well. I hope you all managed to have a pleasant 
Easter and I think this is definitely the one time none of us should feel guilty about eating too many chocolate eggs!  
 
I’m aware that you will all be in slightly different situations in your homes and some parents/carers will still be working through 
these uncertain times. On this note, can I take this opportunity to thank you if you are a key worker, in whatever context that may 
be, all of us in the local community are so grateful for what you are doing to keep the rest of us safe. Also to the people out there 
volunteering themselves to help in the community, such as helping with food banks and delivering prescriptions to the vulnerable.    
 
I also appreciate for those parents/carers at home and in charge of home schooling; it can be a battle at times and very frustrating. 
No doubt the two week Easter holiday from school work was a much needed break for you all. Being out of routine is hard for us 
all, so I know some of you will be having some challenges becoming temporary teachers out there.  As you will be aware now, 
most work is being set on Microsoft Teams and teachers are still setting the work on the SIMS home learning app to help explain 
the tasks. I know this information has been sent out to you but I feel no harm in adding the information again below: 
 
Microsoft Teams can be accessed through the following link Office 365 or alternatively by downloading the desktop app from the 
following link MS TEAMS App . You should log in using your school username (username@st-wilfrids.co.uk) and password.  Once 
in Office 365 or the Teams App you should select ‘Teams’ from the top of the page.  From here you will be able to access each of 
the ‘Teams’ for your timetables classes / subjects. There are also other online platforms that specific subjects are using such as 
Hegarty maths, Seneca, Educake, and Quizlet. I’m aware that different devices will display Teams in different formats, but please 
get in touch if you have any issues by contacting school IT, using the email on the school website: StudentITSupport@bkcat.co.uk 
Pupils can also email teachers directly using Office 365 only, not using the internal staff email that parents/carers use.  
 
Moving away from academic studies, we are really trying to encourage contact between school and students from a pastoral angle 
too. We are aware that these times can be difficult, and for some a sense of feeling lonely or isolated when not having regular 
contact with friends and teachers in a normal school setting. Therefore, another way your son/daughter can now touch base with 
school is with their Form Tutor. Form Tutors have now set up a Tutor group on Microsoft Teams. They will put a notification on 
weekly just to check how you are all doing. Tutors can unmute the conversations briefly to allow students to respond on here, or 
if they feel more appropriate, students and tutors can liaise through email system, Office 365. This is simply a way for students to 
communicate with school and know that we are here for them, should they need us.  
 
I encourage parents/carers to read the materials about looking after yourselves too in our newsletters/emails. It is so important 
to look after ourselves physically and mentally in these times. You will also find information about safeguarding yourselves as we 
are all using social media now more than ever, please stay safe online. And lastly another reminder that all students can access 
Kooth online, a counselling and advice service. Guidance and information on how to stay safe for students and families is available 
as always from the school website and websites such the NSPCC. The student school planner contains details on these and other 
services available.  
 
I hope you find the information in this letter useful, but if you do have any more questions, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
With regards to making contact, I am due to start Maternity Leave on the 4th May. If there are any issues that need addressing 
after this date please contact school via phone or email and a member of the pastoral team will be in contact. Please look after 
yourselves. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

Miss Jarosz - Head of Year 9 
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