
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
SGR/CAP/STW           March 2020 
 
 
Dear Year 7 Student 
 
I am writing to you at what will be a challenging time for us all. I really felt for the Year 11s, in particular last Friday, 
as they suddenly found themselves signing shirts and abruptly being forced to say goodbye to their time at St 
Wilfrid’s. The mature way in which every one of them faced up to their predicament made me very proud of our 
pupils here. Despite the current crisis, I am confident that the government and our school community will ensure 
that our pupils are not disadvantaged in terms of their GCSEs and in marking their time at school. Our year group is 
fortunate to not be facing quite the same degree of disruption to learning; nevertheless, each step of the journey 
paves the way for what will ultimately be achieved in Year 11. It is important that students continue to keep working 
at home for however long this imposed break remains in place. Above all, I hope that you and your family are well 
and are playing your part in keeping yourself and our communities safe, through following the government 
guidelines. Even if this is all that each of us can do, it is something at least. I would like to extend my appreciation to 
those key workers among our community, playing their part in saving lives and keeping society functioning.  
 
During such challenging times, we often see the worst of people, but also the best. Although attention is often 
drawn to the selfish actions of the few, these have been outnumbered by the number of positive actions of the 
many. There have been excellent examples of kindness, shown at both national and local levels from people of all 
ages and backgrounds, ranging from shopping for neighbours to a simple phone call asking after a friend. We may 
never fully appreciate the power and impact of such small actions, but they will be appreciated. Please remain kind 
and considerate to your close family above all, as so much time together in a confined space, with such pressures, 
will challenge the very best of us! 
 
Ensuring that you have a good routine will be even more important during this period as many of us will have lost 
our natural school or work related routines. This will lead to greater productivity, but most importantly will support 
our well being. Getting up and getting dressed at a good hour is important. Dividing the completion of your school 
tasks, via Microsoft Teams, is important. Build in breaks, as you would have at school and try to do something 
physical, even if that just means moving from one room to another to do something different. Completing the work 
set every day, rather than allowing it to run over, will help you to manage your workload. This increased self 
discipline will actually serve you really well, giving you the edge for Years 10 and 11 when you will need to follow 
your own GCSE revision plans. We ask you to complete this work, not just to keep busy, but above all to ensure that 
you remain up to speed, building on knowledge and skills and ensuring that you are fully up to date when we do 
return to school. Different departments and individual teachers will have different approaches in terms of work set. 
We have to be realistic about appropriate communication with home, for this reason in the majority of cases, 
students will not be able to post messages, but can email teachers directly should there be a very specific issue with 
accessing the work. We would encourage you to check the generic instructions first and be proactive in checking 
with classmates wherever possible. 
 
Technology provides us with excellent opportunities to be close to loved ones when we can’t be physically, so use 
these resources to remain connected to family and friends and perhaps to reach out to those who may feel alone 
too.  Physical activity is important, so whilst leaving the home is restricted, there are many ways in which technology 
allows us to be active indoors and even to track this. Eat well and hydrate. Many of us are suddenly faced with the 
luxury of time, so why not spend more time cooking from scratch. We can make the best of limited ingredients and 
enjoy cooking together as a family. We are very fortunate that the season is changing; it is beautiful outside. 
Whether you have a garden or just a window to open, it is important that you allow yourself to benefit from the 
beauty and power of nature. Nature helps us to recognise that our lives, worries and problems are small in relation 
to the world that surrounds us. However old we are and whatever challenges we face; it is very hard not to feel less  



 
 
 
 
 
anxious when we feel the sun on our face, see the blossom on the trees or hear the birds singing. These current 
challenges may allow us all to reconsider what we prioritise and to appreciate the things that really matter. 
 
Despite being a very experienced secondary school teacher, I have personally been faced with the task of not only 
entertaining, but also educating my two boys, Max and Freddie, 6 and 3. This has certainly been a steep learning 
curve this week! Both have enjoyed daily online video streams of PE with Joe Wicks and football training. Freddie 
told me last night at bedtime that his ‘favourite part of the day’ was simply cooking with me. Max laughed at me 
when I insisted that it was Thursday, I had mixed up my days! I have learnt a lot about ways that my boys can be 
active, entertained and learning at the same time that they enjoy quality time with their dad too. It is certainly more 
difficult to do this when you can’t go out! For those who are not aware, I have been self isolating for a few weeks 
now, not due to Covid-19, but due to rupturing my Achilles playing football! 
 
I wish you a happy Easter. Take care of yourselves and each other. Stay in, stay safe, save lives. 
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
Mr S Green 
Head of Year 7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Re: safeguarding, wellbeing and the safety of students and their families at all times 

St Wilfrid’s is committed to looking after the wellbeing and safety of students and their families at all times, so 

access to services that support this continue during school closure.  

All students at St Wilfrid’s can access KOOTH ON LINE for counselling and advice via the Kooth website. Guidance 

and information on how to stay safe for students and families is available as always from the school website and 

websites such as the NSPCC. The student school planner contains details on these and other services available.  

During the school closure, I am conscious that students will spend more time on line and I wanted to draw particular 

attention to staying safe on line.  I would urge students and families to use social media with increased care 

especially with regard to unknown people trying to make contact via chat rooms and other platforms.  Used well, 

social media is a perfect way to stay connected to friends and school groups and give everyone a boost whist 

isolated, but equally insensitive and offensive comments will cause hurt and upset, so I am asking all students to 

show increased kindness at this time to ensure everyone is looked after.  

Details of on line safety guidance can be found on the school website and from the police specialist on line 

protection unit CEOP  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-

worksheets?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=03cb8440df-

TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_24_03_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-03cb8440df-

55283165  

Following the recent announcement by the Prime Minister and the Secretary of State for Education, the Government 
has advised schools in England to close, except for certain groups of children from (20th March) onwards as a further 
measure to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  No date has been set for when schools will re-open for all students.  
It is important that students do not consider this an extended holiday period.  Students will be set work to do at 

home in TEAMS.  Some work will involve using various Apps such as MyMaths, Hegarty Maths, EduCake, BBC 

Bitesite, PiXl and Seneca Learning.  We are advising that where possible, students follow their normal timetable at 

home. We ask parents and carers to support their children in being proactively engaged in their learning and in 

completing the tasks that are set. 

Microsoft Teams can be accessed through the following link Office 365.  Students should log in using their school 

username (username@st-wilfrids.co.uk) and password.  Once in Office 365 students should select ‘Teams’ from the 

top of the page.  Students will be able to access each of the ‘Teams’ for their classes / subjects. 

Key Stage 3 Learning from Home – Click here 

Key Stage 4 Learning from Home – Click here 

Key Stage 5 Learning from Home – Click here 

Students that have technical difficulties should email StudentITSupport@bkcat.co.uk 
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