
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Date: 23.04.2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that this letter finds you well and that the sunshine is at least, in some small way, helping to make life easier 
or more enjoyable!  
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE UPDATE 
From week commencing 27 April, all schools in the Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust will remain open in order 
to continue to support parents and carers who work in the NHS or other areas of critical work, and also to support 
our most vulnerable children.  Please note that this is a change to the information published on my letter dated 
16.04.20.  Children who do not fall into these categories must continue to remain at home, following government 
guidelines: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers 
 
HOME LEARNING 
Staff in all schools have been in touch with pupils and their families throughout the Easter break and we welcomed 
pupils into school during both weeks of the holiday.  Now it is back to the closest we can get to normality for the 
weeks ahead.  Staff have again been setting work on their online platforms and paper learning packs and will continue 
their contact with pupils.  Please remember the following expectations of home learning:  
1. Pupils are not expected to do the equivalent of a full day’s work in school, they should work through a small number 
of tasks each day that are achievable.  
2. Our focus is very much on revising and consolidating existing knowledge and skills, rather than introducing new 
ideas and concepts.  
3. Pupils are encouraged to communicate with their teachers, and other staff.  However, please bear in mind that it 
takes time to read and process large numbers of emails so responses will not be immediate.  
4. It is not straightforward to provide feedback via emails or through other online platforms, so whilst staff will 
acknowledge work that they are sent, it is not possible for marking to be done in the usual way. Where possible staff 
are setting work that pupils can mark or check themselves.  
5. All we ask is that everyone does their best. If something is too difficult, if the work becomes overwhelming, if there 
are problems with accessing IT equipment or getting online, then our advice is to do something else until the issue is 
resolved. The priority for us all is that young people are safe and well. You may find it helpful to ask your child each 
day what has gone well and encourage them to set a realistic aim for the following day.  
6. It is just as valuable (in fact essential) for some time to be spent reading a book, baking, doing exercise, practicing 
a skill or hobby, playing an instrument, spending time with family - if you can do those things. We know that for some 
families these activities are not available and your child’s school can help with this.  
 
We are conscious that Year 10s might be especially anxious about missing school and Senior Leaders in school are 
looking at how this cohort can be best supported. We are also keen to gather the thoughts of parents and carers 
about home learning and what would help to make it better, and we will tomorrow issue a survey for parents/carers 
to complete.  This week, two new national sources of home learning have been launched.  They are not a replacement 
for your child’s own school materials, but you may find them useful:  
https://www.thenational.academy                                         
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize   
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.thenational.academy/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ONLINE SAFETY 
For pupils who are accessing most of their learning online, online safety is more important than ever.  We know that 
it is difficult to manage home learning alongside working from home and the other challenges of daily life, but please 
do your best to monitor your child’s screen time and online use. With this in mind we recommend the following 
resources which are designed for parents and children: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 
 
FREE SCHOOL MEALS VOUCHERS  
Thank you for your patience with the new voucher codes.  If emails have not reached you or you have had difficulty 
using them, we are very sorry about this and are doing our best to administer the national system.  All Headteachers 
are working to ensure that you get what you and your child are entitled to.  Please contact your child’s school if you 
need further support with this.  Likewise if you know of a family that is struggling, please get in touch and let us know.  
 
FREE SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY 
As a result of loss of earning caused by redundancy or economic uncertainty, family circumstances may change and 
so once again I have included the standard eligibility information in order to apply for Free School Meals; your child’s 
school will be able to provide further information.   
 
Free School Meals Eligibility Criteria 
Your child may be able to get free school meals if you get any of the following: 

o Income Support 
o Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 
o Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
o Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
o The guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
o Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross 

income of no more than £16,190) 
o Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
o Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than 

£7,400 a year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 
Children who get paid these benefits directly, instead of through a parent or guardian, can also get free school meals. 
Your child may also get free school meals if you get any of these benefits and your child is both: 

o younger than the compulsory age for starting school 
o in full-time education 

If your child is eligible for free school meals, they’ll remain eligible until they finish the phase of schooling (primary or 
secondary) they’re in on 31 March 2022 

 
We are very sensitive to the additional pressures many of our families are currently facing and we will do everything 
we can to help your family manage such circumstances; please just let us know.  With best wishes to you and your 
family.  Stay safe and well and thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Lesley Fitton 
CEO 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/

