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Year 8 Guided Pathways - Further Information  
 
Students have now reached the stage where they can express some preferences about the subjects that 
they will study at Key Stage 4 (Years 9-11).  They have had the opportunity to find out about each 
subject and have reviewed their own strengths and interests.  Students will be given further guidance 
and personal interviews where needed. We appreciate that having to make this choice can be daunting, 
however, we will guide students towards subjects in which they can be successful and that will enable 
them to progress into further education, apprenticeships or employment.  We strongly advise that 
students use the guidance provided and select subjects that meet with their interests and strengths.   
 
We ask that students read the information in this booklet very carefully and discuss preferences with 
parents/carers.  
 

Students should speak to teachers in different subject areas to obtain support and advice that will help 
them to make informed decisions. 
 

From the beginning of Year 9 students follow a programme of courses leading to GCSE and technical 
qualifications. Some courses form part of the core curriculum and students will be guided to follow four 
other additional subjects. All students will complete GCSEs in six core subjects and express preferences 
for four additional subjects. 
 

The Core (Compulsory) Subjects 
 

Religious Education. 
All students will complete GCSE Religious Education in Year 11. 
 

English Language & English Literature. 
All students will complete GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature in Year 11. 
 

Mathematics 
All students will complete GCSE Mathematics in Year 11.   
 

Science 
Most students will complete GCSE combined Science trilogy, this course includes Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics (previously dual award Science).  Some students will be guided to study separate GCSE’s in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  
 

Core Non-Examined Subjects 
All students will complete courses in Core Physical Education and PSHCE.  These courses are not 
accredited. 
 

Guided Pathways  
In order to ensure that a balanced curriculum is followed, students will be encouraged to consider 
studying subjects in four curriculum areas: Modern Foreign Languages, Humanities, Arts/Performance/
Creative subjects, Technical/Sciences/Other subjects.  All students will be guided to study one or more of 
French, Spanish, Geography and History.  
 

Students should be aware of the English Baccalaureate suite of subjects which are: English, Mathematics, 
Science, a Modern Foreign Language and either Geography or History.  Students studying a Modern 
Foreign Language will be advised to consider following this EBacc suite of subjects. 
 

Modern Foreign Languages 
The large majority of students will be guided to continue to study GCSE French and/or Spanish.  Teachers 
of these subjects and the Head of Year will provide this guidance. 
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Humanities 
Students are able to study GCSE Geography and/or History.  
 

Open Subjects 
After identifying Modern Foreign Language and Humanities preferences, students have additional subjects 
for GCSE or technical qualifications to consider. Selecting one subject from each curriculum area gives a 
broad and balanced curriculum, however, some students may wish to specialise in an area of particular 
strength by studying more than one subject from an area or a second Modern Foreign Language or                            
Humanities. Students can express a preference to study: 
 

Arts/Performance/Creative Subjects 
 

Art and Design 
Art Graphics 
Drama 
Dance 
Media 
Music 
Performing Arts 
Physical Education 
 

Technical/Sciences/Other Subjects  
 

Business Studies 
Child Development 
Computer Science 
Design and Technology 
Enterprise 
Food Preparation and Nutrition 
Health and Social Care  
ICT Creative Digital Media 
Triple Science – Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
 

Students will be asked to identify preferences for four subjects and one reserve subject.  We make every 
effort to run all courses but it will depend on the number of students in the group and the resources 
available. There may also be certain combinations of subjects that we are unable to accommodate.   
  
GCSEs have recently been reformed.  The main features of the new GCSEs are: 
  

1.  a new grading scale of 9 to 1 - 9 being the top grade 
2.  assessments will involve written exams at the end of Year 11 with some subjects having a                     

smaller coursework element 
3.  there will be new, more demanding content which has been developed by the government and 

the exam boards 
4.  courses will no longer be divided into different modules and students will take all their exams in 

one period at the end of the course.  
                      

Please do not hesitate to contact the Head of Year 8, Miss S Lawton if you have any additional queries. 
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Religious Studies GCSE  
The aims of the course   

The aim of the course is to develop students interest in, and enthusiasm for the study 
of religion and relate it to the wider world. Students are supported in adopting an                   
enquiring, critical and reflective approach to allow them to respond intellectually and 
personally to the study of Catholic Christianity, modern social issues and Judasim.   

How the course is assessed 

Component 1 - Foundational Catholic Theology 

 1.5 hour exam worth 37.5% of the overall grade 

Component 2 - Applied Catholic Theology 

 1.5 hour exam worth 37.5% of the overall grade 

Component 3 - Study of Judaism 

 1 hour exam worth 25% of the overall grade 

The course structure  

Component 1 - Foundational Catholic Theology 
 

 Origins of the Universe; according to                                                                                                       

Biblical tradition and scientific theory 

 Beliefs about creation and the sanctity of life 

 Study of Catholic social teaching 

 Beliefs about the origins of evil 

 Trinity and the Incarnation of Jesus 

 Moral Authority 
 

Component 2 - Applied Catholic Theology 
 

 Beliefs about life after death 

 Sources of Catholic Authority 

 Beliefs about redemption 

 Crime and Punishment 
 

Component 3 - Study of Judaism 

 Nature of God and Messiah 

 Covenants and life after death 

 Synagogue and daily life 

Additional Information 

All examination questions are compulsory and focus on 

knowledge, understanding and evaluation skills split 

across four styles of questions. 

A - definition  

B - description (recalling information on a key concept) 

C - explanation (piece of writing explaining key beliefs 

and practices using sources of authority) 

D - discussion (piece of extended writing evaluating                                                

different views on a key belief or concept) 
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English Language and English Literature GCSE 
The aims of the course   

The aims of the course are to provide students with the essential skills for life 
and for life-long learning. Students will experience a diverse range of reading 
material to which they will learn how to respond appropriately, and will                       
engage in a variety of writing tasks. Students will also be expected to discuss, 
consider and express their views within the classroom in both formal and                   
informal situations. 

Subjects/Units studied 

In English Language students will learn how to: 

 Write effectively and coherently for a variety of purposes and audiences 

 Use grammar correctly and ensure written work features accurate spelling and punctuation 

 Approach a range of texts from 19th, 20th and 21st centuries in preparation for exam units 

 Become more familiar with non-fiction and other writing such as essays, reviews and journalism 

In English Literature students will study: 

 A 19th century novel, a Shakespeare play, a modern novel or play and a selection of poetry from 
the Romantic period onwards 

 How to analyse unseen poetry to encourage wider reading 

The course structure  

Students will embark upon an English Language and an English Literature GCSE. Both courses share a 
number of similar skills that will be developed through exam style tasks. The texts that they study and 
the tasks that they do in Years 9,10 and 11 will develop the skills that are essential for success in the               
final examinations. The responses to the texts students undertake in class will be assessed through exam 
questions, critical essays and creative responses. 

How the course is assessed 

The course is assessed through single tier examinations (2 written papers for each GCSE course).                     
This will allow students to gain access to the full range of potential grades. Spoken language skills in the 
form of an individual presentation will also form an essential part of student experience of English and 
these will be reported separately in the form of a certificate. 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Many of the texts will be provided but there will also be the opportunity to purchase copies and use them 
for annotation. We will expect students to be able to use the internet and other types of                        
evidence to support research into a topic or a historical context and many websites will be recommended. 
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Mathematics GCSE  
The aim of the course   

The aim of the Mathematics course is to learn new mathematical techniques and their applications to real 

life contexts and to achieve a GCSE in Mathematics at the end of Year 11. 

How the course is assessed 

Assessment of mathematics is entirely examination based.  The exams will all be taken a the end of Year 

11 in the same exam period. 

GCSE Mathematics has a foundation tier (grades 1-5) and a higher tier (grades 4-9).  Students must take 

three question papers at the same tier.  All question papers must be taken in the same series. 

The information in the table below is the same for both foundation and higher tiers. 

Assessments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weighting of content 

The course structure 

In Years 9 to 11 all students study GCSE Mathematics.  They will develop key skills which are vital for 

high performance at GCSE as well as being transferrable, so will help with future options.  For full details 

please see the Mathematics KS4 curriculum area on the school website. 

The new GCSE in Mathematics includes ratio proportion and rates of change, as well as a requirement to 

learn key formulae for the final exams.  A greater focus is placed on the use of Mathematics in ‘real world 

problems’. The exam board is AQA. 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Home learning will be set weekly.  Students have access to computers and printers in school if required. 

For full course information and support information please see the school website KS4                                 

Mathematics curriculum area. 
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Combined Science Trilogy GCSE 
The aims of the course 

This course gives students the opportunity to gain two GCSEs covering Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

They will extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of each Science discipline, providing a 

firm foundation for studying Science subjects in the sixth form and beyond. 

The course structure 

Students will study aspects of Biology, Chemistry and Physics each week from Years 9-11.                                        

The delivery of the courses is fast paced.   

Subjects/Units studied 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Further information is available at AQA.org.uk.  Students can purchase revision guides for each of the 

three sciences. 

How the course is assessed 

The GCSE is assessed by six 1hr. 15min exams in Year 11. These will cover both the theoretical content 

and the compulsory practical, which are part of the course. 

During the courses the students progress will be monitored by unit tests.  

Biology: 
 

  Cell biology 

 Organisation in living            

things 

  Infection and response 

  Bioenergetics 

 Homeostasis and                             

response 

 Inheritance, variation and  

evolution 

  Ecology 

 

Chemistry: 

 Atomic structure and the                

periodic table 

 Bonding, structure, and the 

properties of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of                      

chemical change 

 Organic chemistry 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the                             

atmosphere 

 Using resources 

Physics: 

 Energy 

 Electricity 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure 

 Forces 

 Waves 

 Magnetism and                              

electromagnetism 
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French GCSE 
The aims of the course  

The main aim of this course is to develop students’ ability to communicate                         
effectively in French. The ability to speak at least one other language creates 
many opportunities for young people to study, travel and work abroad.           
Furthermore, many companies in the UK  have business links with France and 
other French speaking countries.  Throughout the course they will be able to 
develop their knowledge of the language and the culture of the country.  

The course structure  

The course covers a variety of topics from tourism to media.  All themes are 
taught via the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing and 
students have access to a range of authentic media to support their studies.  

Subjects /Units studied 

As our closest neighbour geographically, France continues to offer a wealth of  
opportunities for both international trade, travel and tourism. French is also 
spoken as a native language in more than two dozen countries on five continents. 
It is the official language of many international organisations and the second 
most used language on the internet.  

The themes and topics of the GCSE Language courses include: 

 Identity & Culture 
 Local, national, international and global areas of interest 
 Current & future study and employment 
 
Students also have the opportunity to develop their cultural awareness and have 

access to films, songs and authentic materials in the target language. 

How the course is assessed  

In French the assessment is broken down into the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing.  These skills are assessed through exams at the end of the course and are worth 25% each.   

Resources,  additional information and websites 

Studying languages can be a benefit for many reasons including employment and holidays.  It is  
important to consider becoming a Dual Linguist. They are a rarity and are therefore in high demand!   
Students who have studied Spanish in Years 7-8 may opt to study French as well as Spanish.  If students 
only wish to study one language, they should continue with the language they studied in Years 7 and 8.    
Students are encouraged to have their own bi-lingual dictionary to support their learning.  
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Spanish GCSE 
The aims of the course  

The main aim of this course is to develop ability to communicate effectively in 
each of the languages. The ability to speak at least one other language creates 
many opportunities for young people to study, travel and even work abroad. 
Throughout the course students will be able to develop their knowledge of the       
language and the culture of the country.  

The course structure  

The course covers a variety of topics from tourism to media.  All themes are 
taught via the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing and     
students have access to a range of authentic media to support their studies.  

Subjects /Units studied 

Spanish is spoken by around 350 million people worldwide making it the second 
most widely spoken language in the world.  Twenty-two countries have Spanish 
as their first language. These countries are  developing increasingly strong                      
business and tourism links with Britain. Spain has also become Britain’s most              
popular holiday destination so don’t miss out.  

The themes and topics of the GCSE Language courses include: 

 leisure - free time, the media and holidays 

 lifestyle - health, relationships and family life 

 home and environment - home and local area and environment issues 

 work and education - school, education and future plans 

 
Students will also have the opportunity to develop their cultural awareness and 
have access to films, songs and authentic materials in the target language. 

How the course is assessed  

In Spanish assessment is broken down into the four skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
These skills are assessed through exams at the end of the course and are worth 25% each.   
 

Resources, additional information & websites 

Studying languages can be a benefit for many reasons including employment and holidays.  It is  
important to consider becoming a Dual Linguist. They are a rarity and are therefore in high demand!   
Students are encouraged to have their own bi-lingual dictionary to support their learning.  
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Geography GCSE  
The aims of the course  

This is an exciting and relevant course that allows students to study geography in a balanced                             

environment. It looks at both human and physical themes and helps students see an interaction between              

people and the world around us. It helps students to understand the increasingly complex world we live in 

and make sense of the big issues we all face.  From the  environment of the classroom and some             

elements of fieldwork, students will explore case studies that range from the UK to the  poorest countries 

in the world.  

How the course is assessed   

There are 3 GCSE written exams at the end of Year 11 

Paper 1  Physical Geography— Living with the physical environment.  1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of the 

GCSE 

Paper 2  Human Geography— Challenges in the human environment. 1 hour 30 minutes, 35% of the 

GCSE.   

Paper 3  Geographical Application—1 hour, 30% of the GCSE.  A pre-release resource is available from 

March prior to May and June examinations. 

Papers 1 and 2 will consist of  multiple choice, short answer, level marked longer responses and extended 

prose questions.  

For a more in depth look at the subject content please access a copy of the AQA GCSE                            

The course structure - We follow the AQA specification, which gives students a chance to study current 
and  relevant topics: 

Physical Geography:  

(Living with the physical environment) 

 The challenge of natural hazards 

 Physical landscapes in the UK 

 The living world 

 Geographical skills 

Human Geography:  

(Challenges in the human environment) 

 Urban issues and challenges 

 The changing economic world 

 The challenge of resource management 

 Geographical skills 

Geographical applications 

 Issue evaluation— consider a real life issue and articles. Making sustainable and well justified                          

decisions 

 Fieldwork—based upon 2 pieces of fieldwork, discuss the techniques used and the findings 

 Geographical skills 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Specimen papers and other resources are available to download and print from www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/
geography/gcse/geography-8035.  CGP revision guides for the Geography AQA specification (grades 1-9) 
are available to order from school at a cost of £5.50.  Cool Geography has some clear revision and 
resources - www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA%20GCSE.htm  

GCSE bitesize www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/  

GCSE s-cool Geography www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/GCSE/AQA%20GCSE.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography


 

12 

History GCSE  
The aims of the course 

In this course students will study three eras of history – Medieval (500-1500), Early Modern                                 

(1450 – 1750)  and  Modern (1700 – present day). 

What is the course structure ? 
 

Paper 1: Thematic Study and Historical Environment 

Medicine in Britain c1250 - Present 

Look at the different time periods:  

Medieval, Renaissance, 18th & 19th Century, Modern Britain. 

 Ideas about the cause of disease and illness 

 Approaches to prevention and treatment 

 Case studies; e.g. cholera  

Historical Environment 

 The British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918  

 Injuries, treatment and the trenches. 
 

Paper 2: Period study and British Depth Study 

Early Elizabeth England 1558 - 1588 

 Queen, government and religion 

 Challenges to Elizabeth at home and abroad 

 Elizabethan society 

The American West, c1835 - c1895 

 The early settlement of the west c1835 - 1895  

 Development of the Plains c1862 - 1876 

 Conflicts and Conquest c1876 - 1895 
 

Paper 3: Modern Depth Study 

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 – 1939 

 The Weimar Republic, 1918 - 1929    

 Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933 - 1939 

 Life in Nazi Germany, 1933 - 1939 

 Hitler’s rise to power, 1919 - 1933 

 

How is the course assessed? 

There are 3 GCSE written exams at the end of Year 11 

 Paper 1—1 hr 15 minutes, 30% of the qualification 

 Paper 2—1 hr 45 minutes, 40% of the qualification 

 Paper 3—1 hr 20 minutes, 30% of the qualification 
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Art and Design GCSE 
The aims of the course 

The GCSE Art & Design course aims to give students a broad education in the varied aspects of Art and                       
Design. They will be expected to use research, recording, analysing, exploration, developing and                           
experimentation skills throughout the course when producing work using a variety of materials and                
techniques.  The Art and Design course allows students to develop their 2D and 3D skills, initially                        
focusing on observation, recording and sculpture. 

The course structure 

Year 9 is classed as a foundation year with the initial project focused on developing skills learnt in Years 
7 and 8.  In Years 10 and 11 students will produce a coursework portfolio and prepare for their final              
exam.  They will complete at least 3 assessed coursework projects and final exam throughout Years 10 
and 11 based on a variety of themes, linking their work with different cultures, artists, crafts people,             
photographers and graphics designers. 

How the course is assessed 

The coursework produced in Year 10 and 11 is worth 60% of the overall GCSE grade. The                          
externally set assignment, which is completed in Year 11 is set by the exam board, includes                                 
preparation time and a final practical exam, that accounts for the other 40%.  All work                            
produced in class and at home is assessed. 

Subjects/Units studied 

Students will experience a wide range of materials and techniques including: 
Drawing     Painting    Textiles  
3D Work     Photography   Printing 
Experimental Work    Mixed Media 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Home learning is an integral part of each art based GCSE and expectations are high. Target Seeker                     
sessions are available for all year groups.  Sketchbook work is an essential requirement of the course, 
students will also need a variety of quality art materials at home to produce refined coursework through 
home learning. Art packs can be purchased from the Art department.  Students can express a preference 
to study Art or Art Graphics but will not study both. 

Recommended basic equipment for home learning: 

Range of shading pencils  Coloured pencils     
Watercolour Paint   Acrylic Paint     
Suitable A3 art folder    Rubber and sharpener 
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Art Graphics GCSE 
The aims of the course 

The GCSE Art Graphics course aims to give students a broad education in the varied aspects of Art 
Graphics. They will be expected to use research, recording, analysing, exploration, developing and                           
experimentation skills throughout the course when producing work, using a variety of materials and                   
techniques. The Art Graphics course allows students to develop their 2D skills using a variety of materials,                 
initially focusing on observation, recording and digital work. 

The course structure 

Year 9 is classed as a foundation year with the initial project focused on developing skills learnt in Years 7 
and 8.  In Years 10 and 11 students will produce a coursework portfolio and prepare for their final exam. 
Students will complete at least 3 assessed coursework projects and a final exam throughout Years 10 and 
11 based on a variety of themes, linking their work with different cultures, artists, crafts people,                                
photographers and graphics designers. 

How the course is assessed 

The coursework produced in Year 10 and 11 is worth 60% of the overall GCSE grade. The                      
externally set assignment, which is completed in Year 11 is set by the exam board, includes                         
preparation time and a final practical exam, that accounts for the other 40%.  All work produced in class 
and at home is assessed. 

Subjects/Units studied  

Students will experience a wide range of materials and techniques including: 
Drawing     Painting    Photography  
Illustration     Digital Work   Photo Manipulation 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Home learning is an integral part of each art based GCSE and expectations are high. Target Seeker                 
sessions are available for all year groups. Sketchbook work is an essential requirement of the course,                    
students will also need a variety of quality art materials at home to produce refined coursework through 
home learning. Art packs are available to buy from the Art department.  Students can express a                                  
preference to study Art or Art Graphics but will not study both. 

Recommended basic equipment for home learning: 

Range of shading pencils     Coloured pencils 
Watercolour Paint      Acrylic Paint  
Suitable A3 art folder      Rubber and sharpener 
 
Access to a camera will also help, however it is not a course requirement.  
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Business Studies GCSE   
The aims of the course  

The aims of the course are to give students a broad understanding of the different elements of a business 
as it grows over time.  Through the use of case study materials they will be exposed to real business                   
situations, problems and actions.  Business studies students will experience and develop various skills 
used within business e.g. numeracy 

Subjects/Units studied  

 Enterprise - vital business skills 

 Ownership - different legal structures e.g. sole 

traders, plc, ltd etc  

 Marketing - what are the purposes and aims of 

adverts  

 Finance - a vital part of any business 

 People in business - famous entrepreneurs like 

Alan Sugar 

 Organisation of production - how are products 

made? 

How the course is assessed  

Theme 1 – A written examination made up of multiple choice, calculations, short answer and extended  
  writing and objective test questions.   
Theme 2 – A written exam with 3 sections, multiple choice, short answer and extended answer questions.  

Resources, additional information and websites 

www.times100.co.uk; www.bbc.co.uk/gcsebitesize/businessstudiesonline.co.uk/Business Active          

magazine; Newspapers, News programmes 

The course structure   
 

Theme 1: investigating a small business 
Theme 2: Building a business.  
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Child Development - BTEC Technical Award 
The aims of the course  

The course provides opportunities for students to develop a range of skills, knowledge and personal                      

qualities essential in child care. The course is suitable for all who are interested in working with children, 

whether as teachers, nursery nurses, or in associated roles.  It will also provide future life skills. 

Subjects/Units studied  

 Child Development 

 Learning Through Play 

 Supporting Children to Play, Learn and                  

Develop 

How the course is assessed  

The course will be graded at level 1 pass  

or merit ( grades 1-4) and level 2 pass, merit,                         

distinction and distinction* ( grades 5-9). 

The course is suitable for students of all ability levels. 

The course structure   

This course is worth 1 GCSE and consists of one                

externally examined unit in year 11 and two                    

coursework units in Year 10 

Resources, additional information and websites 

If students express an interest in this course they will need to attend a taster session before this is                    

finalised. Independent research using a variety of sources is essential for this course and computers are 

used for the majority of coursework tasks. Further information can be found at: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards.html 

Or by asking Ms Morris in W32 at break or lunch  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
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The aims of the course  

Students will learn how to write code, design programs and understand the ethical and legal impacts of 

digital technology. 

 Computer Science GCSE 

The course structure 

The Computer Science qualification is very relevant to the modern and changing world in which we live. 

Computer Science is a practical subject where students apply the knowledge and skills learnt in the   

classroom to real world problems. It is an intensely creative subject that involves invention and                 

excitement. This qualification will encourage computational thinking, enabling learners to develop the 

skills to solve problems and design systems. These skills will be the best preparation for learners who 

want to go on to study Computer Science at AS/A Level as well as provide good grounding for other                  

subject areas that require logical thinking and analytical skills such as medicine and engineering.                      

Computer Science is an Ebacc subject. 

Computer Systems 

Systems architecture 

Computer Networks, connections 

and protocols 

Network security 

Systems software 

Ethical, legal, cultural and                     

environmental concerns 

  

Computational Thinking, 

Algorithms & Programming 

Algorithms 
Programming fundamentals 
Producing robust programs 
Boolean logic 
Programming languages and Inte-

grated Development Environ-
ments 

  

Practical Programming  

All students will be given the 

opportunity to undertake a 

programming task. The task 

will allow them to develop 

skills in: 

 Design 

 Writing 

 Testing 

 Refining  

How the course is assessed  

Component 1 Computer Systems   Exam 1hr 30 mins (50%)                                                                                   

Component 2 Computational Thinking,                                                                                                                              

   Algorithms and Programming  Exam 1hr 30 mins (50%)                                                                               

Component 3 Practical Programming      

Resources, additional information and websites 

In Computer Science students will be given access to resources including course companions, activities 

and revision guides. The OCR website is useful. Computer Science students learn to                               

programme using Python.  A good reference website for Python is www.python.org/ 

http://www.python.org/
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The aims of the course  

This course allow students to fulfil their potential in Dance and provides 

students with the opportunity to learn and improve their technical 

performance skills.  Students will develop their imagination and improve their 

ability to create dance and learn how to communicate to an audience. 

Dance GCSE 

How the course is assessed  

To pass the course students will have: 

Unit 1 – A 1 hour 30 minute written paper (40%)  

Unit 2 – A performance of set phrases and a duet/trio (30%) 

Unit 3 – A choreographic task in a duo/group (30%) 

The course structure 
 

The course is 60% practical and 40% theory.  Lessons will take place in the 

purpose built dance studio.  In year 9 there will be an introduction to 

developing skills in the four key areas of technique, performance and 

choreography and theoretical understanding. 

Resources, additional information & websites 

No dance experience is necessary for this course, although it is an advantage. 

The majority of GCSE Dance is mainly in the contemporary style, however other styles such as hiphop, 

Jazz and Ballet are looked at.  There is no street dance as part of the course.  Students will be expected 

to dress appropriately in lessons.  Girls – black leotard/footless tights or leggings and a fitted T shirt.  
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Drama GCSE  
The aims of the course 

This course will allow students to work creatively both as part of a group and individually.  They will                      

develop drama skills through practical exploration.  Students will engage with themes and issues relating 

to the wider world, work as a performer, director, deviser and designer. 

The course structure 

The course has three components and is 60% practical. 

How the course is assessed  

There are three components in course; one internally assessed and two externally assessed.  

Students will complete one devising project (teacher assessed) and one text based project (Visiting  
examiner assessed).  

Students can take the following roles for practical work assessment: Performer, Lighting Designer, Sound 
Designer, Set Designer, and Costume Designer. We run theatre trips and invite industry professionals to 
run workshops to support your learning. 

There will be a written exam worth 40% of the qualification. Students will study two different texts; one 
for performing and one for the exam. All texts will be chosen by the centre. 

Subjects /Units studied 

Component 1:  Understanding Drama (40%)— 1 hour 45 minute open book written exam. 

Component 2:  Devising Drama (Practical - 40%)  

Component 3:  Text in Practice (Practical - 20%) 

Where can GCSE Drama take your child? 

The study of GCSE Drama paves the way to a wide range of career possibilities including those involving 

public speaking, presenting, leadership, management, performing, communicating and teaching and 

learning. 

GCSE Drama is an excellent starting point for further study at A Level and degree level.  Students of 

Drama develop creative skills, as well as knowledge and understanding of the Arts.   
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Enterprise BTEC  
The aims of the course  

This course is a practical introduction to life and work as an entrepreneur, students will: 

 Develop an aptitude in planning and carrying out an enterprise activity. 

 Develop the knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills that can 

 affect the performance of an enterprise. 

•  Develop attitudes and ways of working that are important for enterprise.                           

 The course has two internally assessed components, and one that’s externally    

 assessed. 

Subjects/Units studied  

Component 1 :  Students will examine different enterprises to develop knowledge and understanding of the                      

characteristics of enterprises and the skills needed by entrepreneurs 

Assessment: internally assessed assignment 

Component 2: Students will select an enterprise idea to plan, pitch for and run 

Assessment: internally assessed assignment 

Component 3: Students will explore promotional methods, financial records, planning and forecasting 

Assessment: Externally assessed task where students will be provided with a case study of a small to medium                        

enterprise and complete a series of activities. 

Resources, additional information and websites 

www.bbc.co.uk/careers/work-experience/ 

www.tutor2u.net 

www.hse.gov.uk/youngpeople/workexperience/index.htm 

The course structure 

Following a BTEC Technical Award in Enterprise, students are able to explore, challenge and realise their potential. 

During the course, students can see whether the industry is one they’d like to be in, where 

they could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their next steps. 

After completing the course, students can continue on to further vocational and academic 

study at level 2 and level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/careers/work-experience/
http://www.tutor2u.net
http://www.hse.gov.uk/youngpeople/workexperience/index.htm
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Design & Technology GCSE                                    
The aims of the course  

GCSE Design and Technology will enable students to understand and apply iterative design processes 
through which they explore, create and evaluate a range of outcomes.  Students will be encouraged to 
use creativity and imagination to design and make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems,                          
considering their own and others’ needs, wants and values.   The GCSE will provide opportunities for 
students to apply knowledge from other disciplines, including mathematics, science, art and design,             
computing and the humanities.  Design and Technology incorporates knowledge and understanding of 
different materials and manufacturing processes in order to design and make prototypes in response to 
issues, needs, problems and opportunities.  Through the critique of the outcomes of Design and 
Technology activity, both historic and present day, students will  develop an understanding of its impact 
on daily life and the wider world and understand that high-quality Design and Technology is important to 
the creativity, culture, sustainability, wealth and well-being of the nation and the global community. 

The course structure  

In Year 9 students will work in all material areas; graphics, resistant materials, 
textiles and electronics to further knowledge, skills, and ability to incorporate             
dual materials in a project.  

In Year 10 and 11, students will focus on resistant materials, graphics or textiles. 

Final coursework - A product working with wood/metal/plastic 

Resources, additional information and websites 

The health and safety of all people in a workshop setting is very important, students must be capable of  
co-operating, working in a team and observing all health and safety requirements. 

Subjects/Units studied:  Student will study:  

Core Technical Principle; Specialist Technical Principles; Designing & Making Principles 

How the course is assessed  

Students will follow the GCSE Full course throughout Years 9 – 11 with a mixture of coursework and                        
written paper.  Assessments at the end of year 11 consists of: 

1. A written exam—50% of GCSE (2 hour exam) 
2. NEA (non– exam assessment ) - 50% single design and make task 
 
Some students will have the opportunity to complete a Technology Technical Award.  Decisions relating to 
the accreditation will be made during the course. 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tctmagazine.com%2Fdownloads%2F5398%2Fdownload%2FDesignTheFuture-logo.jpg%3Fcb%3Db3981c44c50d7fa0923bd497a0240ad3&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tctmagazine.com%2F3d-printing-news%2Fover-half-of-uk-sch


 

23 

Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 

The course structure  

Students will demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of 
food commodities using various techniques and equipment.  Students will develop their knowledge of the 
scientific properties of food and the relationships between diet and health.  They will also explore 
economic, environmental ,ethical and socio-cultural influences on food.   

The aims of the course  

The aim of the course is to equip students with knowledge, understanding and the skills required to cook 
and apply the principles of food science, preparation, nutrition and healthy eating.   

Subjects /Units studied 

Student will study: Nutrition, Food Provenance, Food Choice, Cooking & Food Preparation techniques and 
scientific properties of food.    

How the course is assessed  

Students have some choices as to the project they undertake but are guided by the examination 
board.  In Year 11 students will complete 2 pieces of coursework: Task 1 Food Investigation; 2000 word 
scientific report on the function and chemical properties of a particular food) Task 2 Food Preparation; a  
20 page research profile linking to nutrition in which students will complete a range of practicals and a 3 
hour practical exam with a portfolio.  This is 50% of the final mark.  Students will also sit a written exam 
(1hr 45mins) - contributing 50% of the final mark.   

Resources, additional information and websites 

The health and safety of all people in Design and Technology is very important, students must be                    
capable of co-operating and managing their own work in order to succeed in any of the specialist options. 
It is preferable for students to bring their own apron.  Visit www.aqa.org.uk   
Students will be cooking once a week and will require ingredients. It is preferable that students bring their 

own apron.  Please visit https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585 

Examples of a 3 hour exam. 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/food/gcse/food-preparation-and-nutrition-8585
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Health and Social Care BTEC Technical Award   
The aims of the course  

The course provides opportunities for students to develop a range of skills, techniques and personal                      

qualities essential in health and social care. The course is suitable for all who are interested in working in 

care, teaching and education, therapy and counselling, social work, as well as health and medical careers. 

It will also provide good basic interpersonal skills. 

Subjects /Units studied 

 Human Lifespan Development 

 Health and Social Care Values and Services    

 Health and Well-Being 

The course structure  

This course is worth 1 GCSE and consists of one externally examined unit in year 11 and two coursework 

units in yr10 

How is the course assessed ? 

The course will be graded at level 1 pass or merit ( grades 1-4) and level 2 pass, 

merit, distinction and distinction* ( grades 5-9). 

The course is suitable for students of all ability levels. 

Resources, additional information and websites 

If students express an interest in this course they will need to attend a taster 

session before this is finalised. Independent research using a variety of sources 

is essential for this course and computers are used for the majority of                   

coursework tasks. Further information can be found at: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards.html 

Or by asking Ms Morris in W32 at break or lunch  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/health-and-social-care.html
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ICT - Creative Digital Media  
The aims of the course 

The course is an industry-relevant qualification geared towards the widely growing digital media sector. It 

offers students the opportunity to learn valuable skills and techniques in different disciplines as well as   

producing a practical response to a digital media brief.  

The course structure 

 develop ability to select and use digital applications appropriately and produce high quality                          

outcomes, skills are transferable with the aim of enhancing employability. 

 develop creativity and real world, practical skills help focus on the practical and technical            

applications of technology using digital applications for achieving a goal. 

 project planning and product development. 

 Hardware, software, peripherals and file types. 

 give an understanding of the legal, ethical, safety and security issues that affect how computers 

should be used. 

 Investigate digital media such as animations, graphics, websites, interactive products and online 

gaming. 

 

How the course is assessed 

The course will consist of 2 units of coursework (60%) covering skills in the use of digital applications as 

well as an external assessment (40%).   
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 Media Studies GCSE  

There will be 3 assessed components  

Component 1  (exam 35%  1 1/2 HOURS) This will assess students knowledge of the key concepts of                         

INDUSTRY AUDIENCE and REPRESENTATIONS. 

Component 2  (exam 35% 1 1/2 hours) This will include a written analysis task where students will de-code the 

media LANGUAGE of a set text. 

Component 3  (coursework 30%) This will be an individual practical production in response to a brief, for example 

a website or advertising campaign. 

The aim of the course 

The Media are an increasingly strong influence on the way we 

form opinions about ourselves and others. The aim of this course 

is to examine these industries and the information that they                    

produce, their influence and our relationship with them.  We                   

encourage students towards an informed viewpoint based on                                                                     

questioning and reasoning. 

The course structure 

In Year 9 students will study introductory topics to gain a foundation in the subject and learn a theoretical 

framework of language, audience, representation, industry and context. They will also learn practical skills. 

In Year 10 further topics will be studied involving both written and practical tasks. There will be compulsory study 

products e.g. music videos, magazines, TV shows to analyse using the theoretical framework. 

In Year 11 students produce and develop their practical productions for assessment, and practice the exam topics 

and techniques ready to sit their exams.  

Skills 

 Students must be prepared to complete written work to a high standard in which they will develop their                   

analytical skills. 

 Students must be prepared to complete creative design work (including some drawing)  They will develop 

their ideas using digital photography and desktop publishing or computer aided design. 

 Research skills will be developed; they are an essential part of studying the media.   

Media 

Communication and Creativity 
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How the course is assessed  

Component 1 is assessed through an external exam, including a listening test and questions in response 

to the study pieces, this is worth 40% of the final grade. Components 2 and 3 are Non-Exam Assessment 

(coursework) which will be marked by teachers and moderated externally; each of these components are 

worth 30%.  

There will be plenty of opportunities to develop skills and prepare for assessments. Students are                           

encouraged to record a number of performances to allow them to choose the best ones for submission.  

Music GCSE  
The aims of the course  

The aim of the course is to develop performing, composing and listening skills. 

Students will gain an appreciation of different styles of music, and approach this 

through a range of performing, composing and listening activities. 

Units studied  

Component 1—Understanding Music (40%) 

 Students will study a range of different styles of music across four areas of study and be able to 

identify the key features of those styles. They will be expected to recognise these in examples of 

music in the form a listening exam.  In addition, they will study two works of music in further detail, 

and be able to write about them. 

Component 2—Performing Music (30%) 

 Students will record a portfolio of performances, lasting at least four minutes long. They may                      

perform any pieces of their choice, on any instrument or voice. Students will be expected to perform 

as a soloist (with or without accompaniment) and as a member of an ensemble. Students will be 

required to record these pieces in Year 11. 

Component 3—Composing Music (30%) 

 Students will compose two pieces of music, lasting a total of at least three minutes. The first piece 

can be written in any style, for any combination of instruments. The second piece will be in                                 

response to a brief set by the exam board, given at the beginning of Year 11.  

Resources, additional information & websites 

Students must have access to a musical instrument (this includes voice) and be having instrumental/vocal                     

tuition, either in or out of school. They will be encouraged to take full advantage of extra-curricular      

activities, in which they can develop and utilise their skills. 
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Performing Arts  -  BTEC Tech Award  

Subjects/Units studied 

Students will study acting, singing and dancing, working with specialist teachers. Year 9 is all about                      

developing confidence skills in the three disciplines. The three assessed units of the course will be taught 

in Year 10 and 11:  

Component 1—Exploring The Performing Arts 

 This involves studying three different examples of musical theatre and the processes in which they 

are created and performed. Workshops and practical activities based on the studied pieces will allow 

further exploration 

Component 2—Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 

 Students will develop the skills required in acting, singing and dancing through workshops and                     

practical classes, leading to rehearsal and performance of an extract from one musical. 

Component 3—Performing to A Brief 

 Students will create a piece of performance work between 10-15 minutes long in response to a brief 

set by the exam board. This can include acting, singing and dancing and will include a written log of 

skills, and evaluation of the final performance.  

How the course is assessed 

Each component is graded on separate criteria, ranging from level 1 pass to level 2 distinction.                         

Components 1 and 2 are set and marked by teachers, and are each worth 30% of the course.                 

The aims of the course 

The BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts is designed to develop acting, singing and dancing skills and 

give students a better understanding of the Performing Arts industry. The course will also help them to 

develop their confidence, teamwork and leadership skills as well as developing the ability to be a                           

reflective learner. The course is specifically tailored towards Musical Theatre. 

The course structure 

This is a three year course, delivered over one subject block. The large majority of the course involves 

practical work, although it also includes different types of written work such as research projects and               

reflect logs. 

What else will they do? 

Students will be encouraged to take part in extra-curricular activities, which will further build their      

confidence and develop their skills. There may also be opportunities for theatre trips to see professional 
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Physical Education  

The aims of the course  

To allow students to fulfil their potential in Physical Education and provide them with the opportunity to 

learn about the theoretical aspects of the subject with the hope that some of them will follow a career in 

sport as a PE teacher, gym instructor, physiotherapist, sports coach, lifeguard, referee etc.  

The course structure  

The GCSE course continues to develop the skills and areas of knowledge that students have learnt during 

Years 7 and 8, but will now include significantly more theory content in addition to practical lessons.  The 

course is structured 70% theory and 30% practical (three strongest practical activities including at least 

one team sport plus one individual sport. Students will have two GSCE Physical Education                         

lessons per week that will a combination of both practical and classroom based theory. 

Subjects /Units studied   

Theory topics included within the GSCE Physical Education course will include:   

 Applied Anatomy & Physiology (Muscular-skeletal & Cardio-respiratory                      
systems) 

 Movement Analysis (Level systems, mechanics & planes / axis of movement 

 Physical training (Principles & methods of training, health & fitness & injury                       
prevention 

 Use of Data (Collection of physiological data, presenting & analysing data 
within tables & graphs  

 Sport Psychology (Skill classification, goal setting / SMART targets, feedback 
& mental preparation 

 Socio-cultural influences (engaging different groups, ethical and social issues in sport 

 Health, fitness and well-being (physical, emotional & social health, diet, nutrition & hydration 

Practical: Students will revisit many of the practical activities that they have studied during Year 7 and 8                     
including Rugby, Football, netball, swimming, athletics.  Ask the PE department for a list of permitted 
team and individual activities for students to select from.   

How the course is assessed 

The theoretical element of the course is assessed through 

two exams (1hr 15m and 1hr 30m worth 60%) and via a 

piece of coursework based upon training and preparation 

(worth 10% of the whole course) 

The practical element is assessed from three practical      

activities (combination of team and individual sports worth 

30%) 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Students will select a Physical Education pathway and teachers will guide students onto the appropriate 
course, either GCSE or Technical Award. This decision will be based on the progress of the student. 

Students will be required to be organised at all times, making sure they have correct kit for all practical 

lessons and equipment for the theory lessons. 
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Physical Education Technical Award 

The aims of the course  

To allow students to fulfil their potential in Physical Education and provide them with the opportunity to 

learn about the theoretical aspects of the subject with the hope that some follow a career in sport as a 

personal trainer, gym instructor, sports coach, lifeguard, referee etc.  

The course structure  

Through theoretical lessons, the course aims to develop knowledge of health and fitness. The course is 

100% theory and practical ability does not count towards the student’s final grade; however, some                      

aspects of the course may be taught within a practical setting to help the students apply their knowledge 

to a sporting situation.  

Subjects/Units studied 

Students will study two units; Introduction to Body Systems and Principles of Training, and Preparing and 

Planning for Health and Fitness. Within these units students will learn a large range of theory including 

the health and fitness industry, the benefits of fitness, the functions of the main body systems and the     

benefits of a healthy balanced diet and how it affects lifestyles.  

 

How is the course assessed 

Unit 1 is an externally assess exam and is worth 40% of the final grade. 

Unit 2 is assessed via internally completed and marked pieces of coursework and is worth 60% of the  

final grade. 

Resources, additional information and websites 

Students will select a Physical Education pathway and teachers will guide students onto the appropriate 
course, either GCSE or Technical Award. This decision will be based on the progress of the student. 

Students will be required to be organised at all times, making sure they have correct kit for all practical 

lessons and equipment for the theory lessons. 

For more information on Level 2 Certificate in Health and Fitness please visit www.ncfe.org.uk. 
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Statistics GCSE  
The aim of the course   

GCSE Statistics gives students the opportunity to broaden their knowledge in a key component of maths 

that is relevant to everyday life.  They’ll develop a core statistical grounding, as well as transferable skills 

and understanding that’s applicable to a range of other subjects. It will also benefit those progressing to 

A-level Maths as well as other A-level subjects such as the Sciences, Geography and Psychology.   

How the course is assessed 

Assessment of GCSE Statistics is entirely examination based, consisting of two equally weighted papers.   

GCSE Statistics has a foundation tier (grades 1-5) and a higher tier (grades 4-9).  Students must take 

both question papers at the same tier.  Both question papers must be taken in the same series. 

The information in the table below is the same for both foundation and higher tiers. 

Assessments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The course structure 

The examination board for this subject is AQA, with examinations taken at the end of year 11. Students 

will be taught to: 

 Understand the importance of the careful planning of a clear strategy for collecting, recording and 

processing data in order to address an identified question or hypothesis.  

 Recognise the opportunities, constraints and implications for subsequent mathematical analysis in-

volved in obtaining appropriate data through careful design of primary data collection techniques or 

through the use of reference sources for secondary data to ensure unbiased research.  

 Generate data visualisation and understand the mathematics required to derive these visualisations.  

 Calculate statistical measures to compare data.  

 Use visualisation and calculation to interpret results with reference to the context of the problem, 

and to evaluate the validity and reliability of statistical findings.  

Resources, additional information and websites 

Home learning will be set weekly.  Students have access to computers and printers in school if required. 

For full course information and support information please see: 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-8382 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-8382
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-8382
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/statistics-8382
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Triple Science GCSE  
The aims of the courses  

This course gives students the opportunity to gain separate GCSEs covering Biology, Chemistry and               

Physics.  They will extend and deepen their knowledge and understanding of each Science discipline, 

providing a strong foundation for studying Science subjects in the sixth form and beyond. 

The course structure  

The delivery of the courses is fast paced, with a subject specialist for each of the sciences. 

Subjects/Units studied 

Biology: 

  Cell biology 

  Organisation in living things 

  Infection and response 

  Bioenergetics 

  Homeostasis and response 

  Inheritance, variation and evolution 

  Ecology 

 

Chemistry: 

 Atomic structure and the periodic table 

 Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter 

 Quantitative chemistry 

 Chemical changes 

 Energy changes 

 The rate and extent of chemical change 

 Organic chemistry 

 Chemical analysis 

 Chemistry of the atmosphere 

Physics: 

 Energy 

 Electricity 

 Particle model of matter 

 Atomic structure 

 Forces 

 Waves 

 Magnetism and electromagnetism 

 Space physics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equipment / Additional information/ websites 

Further information is available at AQA.org.uk.  Students can purchase revision guides for the three                   

sciences. 

How the course assessed 

Each GCSE is assessed by two 1hr. 45min exams in Year 11. These will cover both the theoretical                          

content and the compulsory practical, which are part of the course. 

During the courses, progress will be monitored by unit tests, to let students know that they are on the 

path to success. 


