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Theme of the Week ahead - Lent: The Importance of Repentance 

Proverbs 28:13 “No one who conceals their sins will prosper, but one who confesses and forsakes them will obtain 
mercy.” 

Chaplaincy News 
Over the weekend our students who are          
participating in the Lourdes pilgrimage were       
invited to the parish of St. Joseph’s in Pontefract. 
They attended Mass at St. Michael’s and St.      
Joseph’s where they were given a lovely welcome 
by Canon Tim Wiley.  

Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners, the 
students raised over £600 to contribute to the 
cost of their place on the annual pilgrimage.  

Students will be involved in a bag pack at       
Morrisons in Knottingley on Sunday 28th March, 
please support them in their efforts. 

Sixth Form Update 
We are delighted that our Year 11s are choosing St Wilfrid’s Sixth Form College for their Level 3 courses next year. We are unique: 
our progression rates are unrivalled; our pastoral care is outstanding; we are able to offer a more personalised experience with   
smaller class sizes and, put simply, we know our students. Our curriculum has been developed around the combinations of      
subjects that students have indicated they will study in our discussions with them throughout the year. We have worked hard to 
guide our students with their subject combinations to ensure that they are able to fulfil their future career ambitions. Many Year 
11 students are in receipt of a conditional offer of a place to study in the sixth form and are reminded that the deadline to return 
the acceptance card is the 13th March. We will then begin to offer places to external students. If you are a student who may have 
changed their mind on their provider, and are not in receipt of an offer, please contact the sixth form administration team and we 
would be happy to help. 
 
Sixth Form Developments 
We have been busy preparing our Year 12s and 13s for their progression in recent weeks. Year 12 and 13 have had a talk from 
Uni-Connect and representatives from Leeds Beckett University regarding student finance. This has helped to organise students to 
meet financial application deadlines. It also helped dispel some myths over Higher Education and funding for our students. Further 
information for can be found here: https://www.ucas.com/finance/undergraduate-tuition-fees-and-student-loans or you can go 
direct to the applications here: https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance. If students are still undecided on whether 
they will go to university, then it is still worth applying to meet the deadlines for funding, as no money will need to be paid back 
unless a course has actually begun and a university draws down funding in September. 
 
Students looking for an apprenticeship will have two talks next week during our assembly on various types of apprenticeships on 
offer. The first will be regarding the current apprenticeships on offer in the local area and tailored to the needs of the students 
who are applying in this round. In the second, an ex-student of ours will join us to explain her route with KPMG. KPMG’s office in 
Leeds is the largest financial services provider in the North and describes itself as the ‘gateway for businesses across the north’. 
Our former student will be discussing the apprenticeship opportunities at similar firms, as an alternative to the university route. 
We are starting to find the national apprenticeship levy on businesses is starting to have a real impact on the  number and quality 
of opportunities on offer. You can find some more information on KPMG here, including current apprenticeships: https://

Uniform Reminder  
We would like to remind families that following 
the consultation regarding our school uniform, 
the whole school community will adopt a full 
uniform with logos from September 2020.  An 
updated school uniform policy, which includes 
further guidance on footwear, was shared with 
parents and carers in January 2020. 
 
You can also view the new school uniform policy 
on our website via this link:                          
School Uniform Policy   
 
We hope this helps to clarify what is and is not 
acceptable, along with a list of official school 
uniform providers and contact details.    

Careers in our region – Local Market Information 
Did you know that the Leeds City Region, where Wakefield and surrounding areas sit, is booming? You only have to go to the 
Leeds City centre to see the high-rise buildings being built, as a sure sign of very positive growth in the region. We are keen for 
our young people to stay in the region in their future careers, as the opportunities are so great. Leeds is the largest centre outside 
London for financial and business services, digital, creative, publishing and broadcasting. It has the second highest concentration 
of knowledge intensive jobs nationally. There are over 1,350 digital companies are based in Leeds with a combined workforce of 
around 10,000. Channel 4 has recently moved in to Leeds as well as an increasingly booming video games design industry. Finally, 
workers in the sector in Leeds are amongst the highest paid in the UK. It really is a great time for our young people in the region.  
 
Go Higher West Yorkshire – NCOP is now ‘Uni-Connect’ 
You may be familiar with the fantastic work with our Go Higher West Yorkshire Partners. We have been involved with their project 
since its inception in 2016 and have benefited immensely from the support of a dedicated Progression Officer in school and many 
events, funded through the partnership. We couldn’t be happier about the opportunities the partnership has given to our young 
people and many students have been involved in events throughout the years, whether they know it or not. As the National     
Collaborative Outreach Project (NCOP, as it was called), starts to move to a new phase to establish a legacy of the project will 
change name. NCOP will now be referred to an ‘Uni-Connect’, to emphasise the fact that its core purpose is to raise awareness, 
aspiration and accessibility to university programmes in the local region. There is more information about the partnership here: 
https://www.gohigherwestyorks.ac.uk/ 

https://www.ucas.com/finance/undergraduate-tuition-fees-and-student-loans
https://www.gov.uk/apply-online-for-student-finance
https://home.kpmg/uk/en/home/about/offices/leeds-1.html
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/School-Uniform-Policy-STW-1.pdf
https://www.gohigherwestyorks.ac.uk/


PE News  
Last weekend, 41 Year 11 GCSE PE students took part a 
residential to North Yorkshire to gain practical           
assessments in either rock climbing or road cycling. The 
conditions were not ideal with students and staff having 
to battle strong winds, rain and snow storms over a 
weekend of intense activities. The students however, 
were excellent despite this and completed all tasks 
quickly, working their way through the complex criteria. 
The students learnt new skills and gained video        
evidence throughout the weekend to add as evidence 
for their GCSE.  
 
It was a very successful trip with all students gaining     
excellent grades and increasing their GCSE non-exam 
assessed attainment. This will have a positive impact on 
their overall grade in the summer.  
 
Thank you to all the staff who gave up their time to  
support our students.   

Road Safety - Parking Responsibly  
The Department for Transport published the message on 29th June 2019 that 
every minute an idling car produces enough exhaust emissions to fill 150   
balloons with harmful chemicals. The microscopic pollutants can result in a 
range of health problems from heart and lung disease to strokes and cancer, 
which have shown to be particularly damaging to youngsters.  
 
In Wakefield, our aim is to reduce traffic congestion at the school/college gates. This will improve air quality, as well as making a 
safer, calmer and a more welcoming environment for everyone to walk or cycle to school. In addition, it gives students a chance to 
develop their independence whilst gaining vital road safety experience. Both walking and cycling are easier, cheaper and healthier 
modes of transport, not just for children but for the whole family. Each child is recommended to do 60 minutes of physical exercise 
every day, so walking or cycling to school would be a great start and by walking to school, families will become part of the solution 
to improving air quality. Cleaning Britain’s air is in the highest public interest.  
 
The government is working to reduce the impact vehicles have on our environment by encouraging car manufacturers to reduce 
emissions, phase in electric cars, improve public transport and  encourage people to walk more. They are also looking to toughen 
up rules on vehicle idling, with heavier fines for drivers who leave their engine running while parked. We can all work together to 
make greener and more informed choices about the way we travel. Fewer cars on the roads around schools lowers the risk of  
accidents and means cleaner air for all.  
 
FACT: Did you know  that the emissions inside the car are actually worse than outside? I f you have to make the 
journey by car please park responsibly, turn off your engine whenever you come to a stop; it saves money on fuel as well as   
helping the environment.  
 
The AA have produced a new short clip on beating school run congestion, which may be of interest https://youtu.be/KgESVzbiJ84 
According to the World Health Organisation, the use of cars and other modes of land transport is the fastest growing contributor to 
climate emissions. For further information on how you can reduce your carbon footprint and the links between climate change and 
health click on the link above.  

Go Higher West Yorskhire  
Policing Studies Taster day 
On Wednesday 5th of March 
some of our Year 12 & 13 students had the 
fantastic opportunity to take part in a Go 
Higher West Yorkshire taster day at the West 
Yorkshire Police Carr Gate training centre, 
where they had talks on the newly launched 
Policing Studies Apprenticeships programs 
and Graduate entry routes into the Police 
force, followed by a session on the 300    
career routes available in the force.  
 
They had first-hand experience of crime   
scene investigation, police drones, search 
team  investigations and a visit to the   
mounting police stables to meet the police 
horses.  The students had a fantastic day, we 
are hoping to run this trip again in the near 
future for students who have an interest in a 
policing career.  

 

World Book Day 
Thank all the students and staff who took part in the World 
Book Day Potato challenge.   

 
The 6 winners of the students        
potatoes were:   
1st  - Anna Gilroy (Mr Bump)  
2nd - Lauren Frost (The Gruffalo)    
3rd - Fiona Milligan (How to Train     
       Your Dragon)  
4th - Grace Newton (A Unicorn)  
5th - Anna Gilroy (Mr Tickle)  
6th - Ruby Hannah Grace (Harry      
       Potter).   
 
The staff winners were:  
1st  - Hannah Baker (Winnie the  
       Pooh)  
2nd - Jackie Eyre (Macbeth)  
3rd - Yvonne Reeds (The 3 Witches  
       from Macbeth). 

 
Keith Worrell did the judging with help from Mrs McGrath and Mr Larrington and 
they were very impressed with all the entries.  
 
Congratulations and well done to everyone who took part, the potatoes are 
amazing and will be on display next week if you would like to come to the library 
for a browse.   

https://youtu.be/KgESVzbiJ84
https://www.who.int/globalchange/publications/key_messages/general_public/en/

