Keeping the Faith in Education

STUDENT
Safeguarding and Child Protection
Policy and Guidance
KEEP ME SAFE

At St Wilfrid’s we are committed to using young people’s safeguarding charter. In order to follow the charter
here’s what we will all do.
1.

Keep yourself safe - access advice and support on the school website and in this policy.

2.

We will always listen to your voice and ask you what you want to happen.

3.

Pastoral staff, form tutors and your Director of Year are always there for students to speak to when you
need us to.

4.

Your opinions matter to us, use your student voice to have your say.

5.

Every pupil deserves to be cared for and respected, our Catholic Ethos and Christian principles mean all
members of the community should be respected.

6.

This policy explains what should happen if you, your family or adults at school have concerns about your
safety. We will afford all pupils personal dignity where you are central to decisions about you.

7.

Every concern a pupil has will be documented and relevant help, support and action taken.

8.

School will work with external services eg police, social care, school nurse at the right time so pupils can
access appropriate services.

9.

Your information is protected under GDPR, not all staff have access to your information. Staff will share
safeguarding information which may override GDPR if we feel this will keep you safe.

10.

Every pupils circumstances, values, ethics and personal upbringing are different. We will always endeavour
to remember relevant important information. We will understand that each pupils experiences are
different and we will use an individual support plan to address safeguarding issues which are identified.

- Please see Safeguarding Leads -
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Who can I call for help?
The MASH/Social Care Direct
Telephone number: 0345 8503503
social_care_direct@wakefield.gov.uk

KOOTH
www.kooth.com
Online counselling

Child Protection Police unit
Telephone number: 01924 293870
wakefield.sguchild@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk

Mind
www.mind.org.uk
Information & support with mental health issues

Emergency
Call 999

BEAT
www.beateatingdisorders.org.uk

NSPCC Helpline
0808 800 5000

Police - non emergency number - 101
report crimes on this number where there is no
immediate danger

Child line.
This number is available 24 hours a day. You can talk in confidence.
The number will not appear on a phone bill, it is free.
0800 11 11
www.childline.org.uk
The Samaritans
08457 90 90 90
www.samaritans.org
email jo@samaritas.org
CEOP
www.ceop.police.uk
Barnardos
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/

LGBT
www.mermaids.org.uk
Domestic violence
www.womensaid.org.uk

What this booklet is for?
This book has been written for you, to help you keep yourself safe. This booklet is for all students at St Wilfrid’s
Catholic High school including those in the sixth form college.
• It is important that you feel safe at all times.
• Students who feel safe are more likely to do well at school and achieve good grades.

Child protection statement
The staff at school work together to keep you safe. Through our tutor periods, assemblies, lessons and special
PSHCE days we hope to remind you of the many different risks you may come across in life and we teach you how
to respond when you are faced with a risk. We also teach you where to get help and support for difficult problems.
It is very important that if you do not feel safe, whether at home, school, online or in the community that you tell a
member of staff as soon as possible. Do not ever be afraid to tell a member of staff if you feel worried or upset
about something.
If you tell someone that you are being harmed or that you have, or intend, to harm yourself or another - this cannot
be kept secret and that information will need to be shared with Mrs James and Mrs Gilroy. Any pupil can be
vulnerable to abuse. However we are aware that some pupils are more vulnerable than others. When pupils
experience adverse childhood experiences this may make them more vulnerable to exploitation or abuse. This can
include issues both in and out of the family. It may also be due to something you cannot change such as finance,
housing or disabilities. You may be a young carer or looked after child who needs additional adult support.

Risks you may know about
• Bullying including verbal, physical or emotional
• Cyber bullying
• Violence at home
• Drugs
• Alcohol abuse
• Self harm
• Making yourself physically sick on purpose
• Hurting yourself on purpose
• Being forced to marry someone you do not wish to marry
• Gangs and youth violence
• Mental health
• People saying negative things to you or making fun of you
• Sexting
• Someone hurting a family member
• Snapchat
• Radicalisation
• Being missing from home
• Teenage relationship abuse
• Feeling scared or alone
• Trafficking
• Being asked to do rude things
• Being asked to have a sexual relationship with someone
• Being approached by a stranger on the internet or in your community
• Sofa surfing
• Being asked to leave the home or made homeless.
 Consent
 Domestic violence
 Sexual harassment or violence
• There may be other risks that are not mentioned here that you know about.

Contextual safeguarding
We need to give you the tool to keep yourself safe wherever you are and in which ever setting so this includes
School, home, your community. Contextual safeguarding is an approach to understanding and responding to young
peoples experiences of significant harm beyond their families. It recognises that the different relationships that
young people form in their neighbourhoods, school and online can feature violence and abuse. Parents and carers
have little influence over these contexts, and young people’s experiences of extra-familial abuse can under-mime
parent-child relationships. Therefore children’s social care practitioners need to engage with individuals and
sectors who do have influence over/within extra-familial contexts and recognise that assessment of and
intervention with these spaces are a critical part of safeguarding practices. Contextual safeguarding therefore,
expands the objectives of child protection systems in recognition that young people are vulnerable to abuse in a
range of social contexts.

Who can help you in school – We want you to have key adults to speak to in school. Adults you may speak
to may have to pass on concerns to safeguarding leads in school.
• Form Tutor
• Director of Year
• Assistant headteacher - Inclusion - Mr I Mccabe
• Bart – Bart are pastoral staff and are here to offer you help and advice on matters both in school and out
• Any adult you trust who works in school - all adults are safe adults.
Safeguarding Senior
Lead: Mrs H Murphy

Located in R Block

Assistant Headteacher

Lead Pastoral

Pastoral Assistant

School Governor

Mr I Mccabe

Worker: Mrs M James

Mrs S Gummerson

Mrs K Gayles

Located in B Block

Mrs Reiff is the designated staff member for Looked After Children and also the PREVENT lead in school. We aim to
educate you on specific topics through PSHCE sessions.
All schools have a duty under prevent for to protect and identify pupils who may need extra support. As they may be
targeted by adults or other young people and led into radical or extremist activity. This can be in person or online.
The prevent duty says;
Extremism as defined in the Prevent strategy is:
‘vocal or active opposition to fundamental British Values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and
mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. We also include in our definition extremism calls for the
death of members of our armed forces.’
Radicalisation is the process by which a press comes to support terrorism and forms of extremism that lead to terrorism.
There are many groups that may try to draw young people into negative views and behaviour of others. The adults/
young people may say they are part of the groups below. They may or may not be and may have no official links
with these groups. It is important to understand having an opinion is ok but where young people are encouraged to
carry out extremist activity this can be dangerous. The use of social media is often used to alter perception or draw in
young people.
Below are some examples of groups which if you are involved with you may need to check the nature of their views
and ideas to keep yourself safe. You may also which to explore your idea and opinions with trusted and safe adults to
explore and develop a balanced view point. School staff such as form tutors, heads of years and safeguarding staff can
do this with you safely.
Earth first
Hizb ut-tahir
Nationalist alliance
EDL angels
National front
EDL

Britain first
Islamic cultural society
Isis
BNP

If you have been approached in person or online by anyone who expresses extremist views or radical opinions that
concern you, please talk to us. This may not be obvious at first so please check the sites and information you access.
Often groups will use posts that provide a strong reaction from young people, but this is not the true purpose of the
post.

Attendance at school
Your attendance at school is very important. If you are genuinely ill and need to stay at home, it is important
that a parent or guardian calls the attendance office to let school know where you are and if you are ill. If
you are missing from school and we have not received a phone call to explain why, the attendance officer
will telephone your home to check where you are. If you are absent from school for a long time, school will
be very concerned and call home, visit home or send someone from the local authority to your home to find
out where you are.
Behaviour - Sometimes we are aware that young people displays behaviours that can be harmful to
themselves or others. This can sometimes be because they are trying to express their emotions, if you are
struggling with regulating your behaviour or feelings please speak to a key adult. We can support you to
make changes that will assist your learning, whether male or female.
Emotional wellbeing - Being a young person can be very confusing and sometimes young people may feel
overwhelmed by thoughts and feelings they experience. School would like to assist pupils who feel they are
struggling in this area. It may be you are also aware of friends who are struggling emotionally who you feel
need assistance. Pupils can access online counselling services and advice from school staff, Catholic care or
at http://www.youngminds.org.uk/ and https://www.kooth.com/. You can also access support from CAMHS
service through your doctor. There are pastoral staff available at all times in BART and Solutions if you feel
able to have face to face support.
e-Safety
Most of you use mobile phones, tablets and computers on a daily basis. They are a source of fun,
entertainment, communication and education. However, we know that some adults and young people will
use these technologies to harm you.
People may harm you by sending hurtful or abusive communications, to encourage you to engage in sexually
harmful conversations, webcam photography or face-to-face meetings.
Cyber bullying and sexting by pupils, via texts and emails, will be treated as seriously as any other type of
bullying and in the absence of a child protection concern will be managed through our anti-bullying and
confiscation procedures.
Chat rooms and some social networking sites can also be places for harmful behaviour and pupils are not
allowed to access these sites in school. E safety guidance is available on the school website and in our
weekly newsletter with our e safety weekly tip.
The best e-Safety resource at the moment is the CEOP website ThinkUKnow.
Here is the link: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_16/
Here you can: Educate yourself regarding issues around the use of your Internet enabled devices. Get hints and tips about
how to use your Computer, Smartphone, Gaming Consoles, Tablets and what things to look out for that can
lead to problems.
You can also find out what to do if you are not happy about anything that has happened to you. However,
you should also consider talking to your parents or to Mr McCabe, Mrs Murphy, Mrs Gilroy, Mrs James or
Mrs Gummerson in school.

Mrs Reiff
Mrs Reiff is the designated member of staff for looked after children (children in care) and
post looked after children, this includes pupils who are adopted, special guardianship or
subject to arrangement orders. She is here to support your learning and can assist you
with your education.

Find out how to conduct yourself in a positive way on the Internet.
It is important not to leave a bad digital footprint and leave a negative impression of yourself all over the
internet for everyone to see later. Not caring about what you text or anything you say or share online,
particularly pictures and video, can stay on the internet forever for people to find. Many potential employers
will try to search your online history and try to form an impression of what you are like as a person.
You must realise that there are consequences to almost everything you do online. Everything you say and do
is traceable for a long time, therefore you absolutely must respect and treat others with the same respect
and treatment you would expect them to give you.
Pretend you are face to face with people even if you are not and do not disrespect one person to someone
else and expect them not to find out about it.
You must take a very much more mature and sensible approach to communicating online and always think
twice or three times before pressing "Send" and especially before uploading and sharing any picture of
yourself or anyone else.
Always bear in mind that people who you do not know and who you have never seen can easily pretend not
to be themselves online. In chat rooms and during online games lots of people pretend that they are
someone else. The majority of people online are probably harmless, but this disguises people who may have
bad reasons to do that and they will pretend to be someone else to try to make friends with you. If you are
at all worried that you are in this situation, or if you feel uneasy about any issue regarding using the Internet
or other social media then you must tell a responsible adult about it.
Educate yourself about the risks so that you can avoid them. More
e-Safety information is available on this website by looking under
the 'safeguarding ' tab. Also look out for updates on our weekly
newsletter or social media feeds.
How can people try to hurt me?
Abuse – A form of treating you badly. Somebody may abuse or
neglect you by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm.
You may be abused by an adult or adults, or another child or
children.
Physical abuse Physical abuse is a form of abuse which may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning,
burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise causing physical harm to you.
Emotional abuse Emotional abuse may include saying negative things to you all the time for example that
you are worthless or unloved, inadequate. It may involve serious bullying (including cyber bullying), causing
children frequently to feel frightened or in danger.
Sexual abuse Sexual abuse involves forcing or encouraging you or another young person to take part in
sexual activities—sexual harassment or inappropriate sexual language. Sexual abuse is not just carried out
by adult males. Women can also commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.

Neglect: Neglect is a failure to meet your basic physical and/or psychological needs. Neglect may involve:

You not having enough to eat, not enough warm clothes, being left alone for long periods of time,
being deliberately locked out of the house.

Not being allowed medical care or treatment if you are ill or if you have hurt yourself.
Bullying
Bullying is a very serious issue that can cause anxiety and distress.
All incidences of bullying, including cyber-bullying and prejudice-based bullying should be reported and will
be managed through our tackling-bullying procedures. These can be reported to BART in Bylands.
Any form of bullying is unacceptable and will not be tolerated by school.
Schools have a duty of care to protect anyone who may be bullied emotionally or physically for any of the
following reasons:
age;
disability;
gender;
marriage and civil partnership;
pregnancy and maternity;
race;
religion or belief;
sex;
sexual orientation
This list is not exhaustive no bullying will be tolerated
Allegations of pupil on pupil abuse
Sometimes allegations may be made against pupils by other pupils in the school, which are of a safeguarding
nature. Safeguarding issues raised in this way may include physical abuse, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and
sexual exploitation.
A report will be considered a safeguarding allegation against a pupil if some of the following factors have
been found.
The allegation:

is made against an older pupil and refers to their behaviour towards a younger pupil or a more vulnerable pupil

is of a serious nature, possibly including a criminal offence

raises risk factors for other pupils in the school

indicates that other pupils may have been affected by this student

indicates that young people outside the school may be affected by this student

Examples of safeguarding issues against a pupil could include:
Physical Abuse
• violence, particularly pre-planned
• forcing others to use drugs or alcohol
Emotional Abuse
 blackmail or extortion
 emotional blackmail
• threats and intimidation
 name calling
Sexual Abuse
• indecent exposure, indecent touching or serious sexual assaults or sexual harassment
• forcing others to watch pornography or take part in sexting
 inappropriate verbal sexual language or conversation
 Upskirting
Sexual Exploitation
• encouraging other children to attend inappropriate parties
• photographing or videoing other children performing indecent acts
 encouraging sharing of or taking of sexual images.
In areas where there are gangs, older students may attempt to recruit younger pupils using any or all of the
above methods.
If an allegation is made, what will happen?

If an allegation is made by a pupil against another student, members of staff will consider whether the
complaint raises a safeguarding concern.

If there is a safeguarding concern the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) - Mrs Murphy and or Mrs
James, should be informed.

A factual record will be made of the allegation. No attempt at this stage should be made to investigate
the circumstances.

The DSL will contact social services to discuss the case. It is possible that social services are already
aware of safeguarding concerns around this young person. The DSL will follow through the outcomes
of the discussion and make a social services referral where appropriate.

The DSL will make a record of the concern, the discussion and any outcome and keep a copy in the
files of both pupils’ files.

If the allegation indicates a potential criminal offence has taken place, the police should be contacted
at the earliest opportunity and parents informed (of both the student being complained about and the
alleged victim).

We may store safeguarding details with other agencies to keep a pupil safe e.g. Police, children's and
family services

• It may be appropriate to exclude the pupil being complained about for a period of time according to the
school’s behaviour policy and procedures.
• Where neither social services nor the police accept the complaint, a thorough school investigation will take
place into the matter using the school’s usual disciplinary procedures.
• In situations where the school considers a safeguarding risk is present, a risk assessment will be prepared
along with a preventative, supervision plan.
• The plan should be monitored and a date set for a follow-up evaluation with everyone concerned.
Most of all do the right thing at all times. Treat others with respect and keep yourself safe!
www.barnodos.org.uk
www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk
www.bullying.co.uk

