
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 29th November 2019          N°11 

Theme of the Week Ahead  

Advent 

Luke 2:1-5 “And it happened in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus,                
so that the whole world would be enrolled. This was the first enrolment… and all went to be          
declared each one to his own city. Then Joseph also ascended from Galilee, from the city of       

Nazareth because he was of the house and family of David, in order to be declared with             
Mary his espoused wife, who was with Child” 

New York 
 
Last week four of our Year 11 Students, Harry, Lloyd, Louis and Alan headed state side to pitch their Bio-Hex 

product to Google at their headquarters in New York. The group were selected after winning a National 

Dragons Den style competition called The Big Deal. The competition ran in association with York University 

with the finals being hosted in London last academic year. The boys were invited to talk about their product to 

leaders and directors of marketing, technology and development of ideas at Google. The group travelled to 

New York last Thursday and visited key sights, including the Brooklyn Bridge and Grand Central Station before 

their business meeting with Google on the Friday. Google’s executives commented on how impressed they 

were with the boy’s product and presentation, a big compliment coming from individuals working at high levels 

in their field.  

Mr Holmes who attended the trip with the students commented on how articulate, well-mannered and 

professional the students were throughout the pitch and that the students represented themselves and the 

school impeccably throughout their time in New York. The boys were also treated to a tour of Google’s offices 

and were given a little surprise for their efforts within the competition. Once the pressure was off, the students 

were able to visit other sights in New York City including; The High line, Statue of Liberty, Staten Island Ferry, 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Central Park, the 9/11 Memorial as well as numerous department stores and a trip to 

the cinema on the last evening of the trip. We would like to thank numerous people in making this entire 

experience so success including, Lorna McCarthy from York University for organising the trip, Mr Clarke for his 

support with the logistics, parents and family friends of the students for their support and of course our 

Business Department for making this experience possible. This has been a fantastic achievement for the 

students and the school and serves as a shining example of what can be achieved when young people work 

hard and put their minds to it. Well done boys. 

“Visiting New York to present our idea, ‘the Biohex’, to Google (the world’s coolest office) was a once in a 

lifetime opportunity. Pitching the idea to a team behind marketing at Google was a huge honour and 

opportunity. Visiting the Empire State Building for sight-seeing and walking the Brooklyn Bridge in search of 

pizza were some of our highlights. Paying a visit to Trump Tower and laughing at the tacky merchandise was 

also an experience. Shopping on 5th Avenue and walking around some of the department stores was also 

great fun. We would like to thank everyone who made this opportunity possible for us” Louie, Alan, Harry and 

Lloyd  

University of Huddersfield Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture 

Students from Years 10, 11 and 12 visited the University of Huddersfield Faculty of Art, Design and Architecture on Wednesday October 23rd 2019.  They toured 

the new £30 million Barbara Hepworth building and observed lectures taking place across a whole raft of disciplines within the creative subjects. In addition, they 

sampled workshops in animation, photography, architecture, fine art, graphic design and textiles. 

The students were perfect ambassadors for our school and many of the lecturers were highly complimentary about them.  The lecturers noticed not only that the 

quality of their creative ideas were of a high standard but also the way that they presented themselves as a school group.  The students also had lunch in the 

Barbara   Hepworth building and met other students from other schools on that day. 

The fantastic building and facilities alongside the highly skilled staff impressed the students. Students will strongly consider undertaking creative study at 

University in the future and the University of Huddersfield will feature in their planning for this.  It was a highly enjoyable day for all. 



Boys
 
 
  

 Girls 

 

Tues 3rd December Y10 Football Kettlethorpe  Away 

Thurs 5th December Y10 Football Wakefield Tournament     Away 

Thurs 5th December Y8 Rugby Yorkshire Cup vs St Away 

Tues 3rd December Y8 Football De Lacy - Tournament Away 

Paid work opportunity with the J&P Commission in the Diocese of Leeds 

Do you want to make the world a better place? Do you have the time and skills to help the Commission in its work of celebrating & encouraging action about 
social justice issues across the Leeds Diocese? The J&P Commission  need one or two self-employed people who are available, on a flexible basis, to do about 
500hrs of work per annum – sourcing and adding content to our website, posting to Facebook, editing the newsletter and servicing the meetings of the 
Commission and its executive - as well as organising events such as Days of Reflection. A lot of this work can be done remotely at times to suit the individual 
doing it.  

Please email jandp@dioceseofleeds.org.uk for a set of the Terms of Reference detailing out the activities that  need doing or see the home page of the   
website - www.leedsjp.org.uk 

P.R.I.D.E. (Pride, Respect, Identity, Discussion, Education) 

This week, members of P.R.I.D.E. have led business assemblies to relaunch the group for this academic year. P.R.I.D.E. is a    
student-led group that aims to promote inclusivity and equality for everyone, particularly those that identify within the LGBTQ+   
community. The group is open to years 8-13 and is held in the Chaplaincy every Thursday break. 

The Catechism of the Church states: “We should never identify people by their sexual orientation. Every person is endowed with 
unique dignity, both as an individual and as a Christian…it is the teaching of the Church that they are not only to be respected 
but also always accepted, with compassion.” 

This is one initiative of many that has led to our school being viewed as one of the leading schools in the Diocese to promote  
equality and better provisions for LGBTQ+ students. School staff are currently leading on training other members of staff across 
the diocese, both within schools and the Church.   

REMINDER - SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON MONDAY 2nd DECEMBER 

We would like to remind Parents and Guardians that school is closed to staff and students on Monday 2nd December.  School will re-open on Tuesday 3rd 

December as normal. 

3G Pitch Update 

As you are aware, we are in the early stages of our 3G pitch build.  This is       
expected to be completed in March 2020, weather permitting.  In        
preparation for this fantastic new facility we wanted to make parents aware 
of the strict footwear policy that must adhered to in order to prolong the 
lifespan of the new pitch.  Please find opposite our school footwear   
guidelines. 

All students in school will use this facility, our Director of Sport, Miss 
Delaney has said “Having a 3G pitch at St Wilfrid’s will significantly     
enhance our     facilities for all students and allow high quality PE lessons 
to be delivered all year round. It will also benefit our extra-curricular sports 
teams, meaning   training and fixtures would take place even in inclement 
weather conditions. This is a very exciting time for PE and sport at St   
Wilfrid’s.” 

As a school we will be investing in a stock of studded boots for students to 
borrow; however it would be appreciated if students can bring their own as 
we will only be able to provide limited numbers of each size. Any         
donations of new or used boots would be welcomed as long as they are 
acceptable 3G pitch footwear.   
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