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Geography News 

Well done to the GCSE Geographers 
who have recently completed two     
successful  geography field trips.  

They have worked well collecting and 
analysing data in order to answer their 
two  fieldwork questions.  

See our twitter feed 
for some lovely    
pictures from Heath 
Common.  

Theme of the Week ahead 

St Wilfrid Our Patron Saint 

“The Word of God is living and active” Hebrews 4:12 

Chaplaincy News  

On Tuesday five members of our Youth SVP group attended 
a mini Vinnie day at St. John the Baptist Normanton. The day 
began with Mass followed by a talk from Mrs Morgan, the 
president of the Pontefract SVP conference. She explained 
how they supported vulnerable people in the local and 
worldwide community. 

Our young people, along with the other schools, had the 
chance to show how we are supporting our school, local and 
wider  communities. This gave us the opportunity to share   
ideas and look at projects we can run together. We came 
back with lots of great ideas that we can use at St. Wilfrid’s. 

Dear Parents/Guardians  
 
Congratulations to our pupils for the positive contributions they have made to school since the beginning of September.  It has 
been a pleasure to see our pupils working hard in their lessons and doing their best.  Pupils have taken part in many activities 
including: Geography field trips; the Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham; a BTEC Performing 
Arts Evening; various theatre productions; Chaplaincy days; the Lourdes reunion day; McMillan Coffee morning; the Big Sing; the 
sports award evening and many sporting events.  The school theatre has been buzzing with pupils preparing for Bugsy Malone, 
well done to everyone who is participating. 
 
On 24

th
 October we celebrate St Wilfrid’s day.  This is a fantastic day where pupils attend Masses in the morning followed by              

opportunities to take part in many activities in the afternoon.  Students may change into non uniform after lunch.  Students can 
pay for food and drink using the cashless system or they can use cash. 
 
We hope that after half term many parents of Year 7 pupils will take the opportunity to be part of our yearly ‘Bake off’ challenges.   
 
GCSE mock examinations for Year 11 pupils begin in November, pupils need to prepare for these over half term.  I am confident 

that they will revise well to achieve their best. 

Elizabeth McGrath                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Interim Headteacher 

 

Year 11 

The written mock examinations will take place from Wednesday 6
th
 November 

until Wednesday 20
th
 November.  Parents can support their children by ensuring 

they have a clear revision plan with opportunities to rest and recover so that they 

can achieve their potential at this crucial time.  Students can use the  revision plan 

template in the Academic Diary they were provided with at the start of the year (a 

generic version is also available to download from the school  website). 

The Year 11 pupils had another fantastic week with regard to attendance at after 

school interventions.  This needs to keep this going all term, thank you and well 

done to all involved! 



 

 

 

 

 

Boys         

Tues 22nd Oct  Year 8 /9 Football Kettlethorpe Home 

Wed 23rd Oct  Year 9 Rugby (Friendly) Freeston  Away 

Girls         

Tues 22nd Oct Year 10 Netball     Tournament Carleton  

Eligibility for Free School Meals (FSM) 

We want to make sure that we are providing your child with the 

best education and support we can. Healthy school food has 

obvious health benefits and can help pupils establish healthy 

habits for life. Healthy school food can also help to improve 

pupils’ readiness to learn. Families who receive certain 

benefits may be eligible for free school meals. 

For more information, including entitlements for Post-16 students and to access a 

copy of the Free School Meals Wakefield Application Form, please follow the link 

below: 

Free School Meals/Pupil Premium 

SIMS Parent App 

As you are aware we are now 
using the SIMS parent app to 
inform  parents of activities that 
their children are involved in.   

We will be refining this system    
so that only students involved in 
the activity receive notification.   

Please email parentapp@st-
wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk if you        
experience any difficulties 

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact of absence on a 

students overall attendance.   

The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full weeks missed from school each year.   

Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from 

school.  Please may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary 

circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  97.7% 

 

 

 

 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so 

creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please 

contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a 

Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or 

catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Mr S Green - ext. 107  Year 8 - Miss S Lawton - ext. 108  

Year 9 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr B Everett - ext. 110    

Year 11—Mr R Tracey - ext. 111     Year 12/13 - Mr B O’Rourke - ext. 112 

Year 7 - 97.9%  Year 8 - 97.1% 

Year 9 - 96.1%  Year 10 - 96.6% 

Year 11 - 96.2%  Sixth Form - 95.1% 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/pupil-premium-catch-up/

