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Dear Parent/Carer 

This week we wish many students and staff well, as they set off for some exciting activities and experiences      
including the Battlefields trip, the watersports trip to France and also the Leeds Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. 
 
Next week, we wish students well in their work experience placements.  This is a valuable opportunity for students 
to sample a week in the work place and for them to contemplate their future aspirations. 
 
We look forward to welcoming Year 6 on Monday 8th and Tuesday 9th July as they undertake their transition days 
with us in order to prepare for September.   
 
We have a busy schedule planned for all our students in the remaining weeks of term and I thank the students for 
their continued effort and positive contribution to the school community. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact 
of absence on a students overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which 
equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to 
the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please may I remind all parents 
that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.9% 

 Year 7 - 96.6% 

 Year 8 - 95.7% 

 Year 9 - 95.6% 

 Year 10 - 95.6% 

 Year 11 - 96.0% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. 
Please contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on 
attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107  Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108  

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110        



St Wilfrid’s 3G Pitch ‘Sky Dive’ and Fundraising Events 

For several years, St Wilfrid’s have been attempting to secure the necessary permissions and funding in order to 

provide a full size 3G floodlit football and rugby pitch for the students of St Wilfrid’s High school, children of the 

BKCAT schools, the local community and beyond.  We are delighted that we are able to proceed with the                        

planning and build of such an exciting facility. We are working towards securing the funding from the Football 

Foundation. In the meantime there is still a shortfall and we need to raise money to enable the project to be                 

realised.  

The staff at St Wilfrid’s are committed in providing the best opportunities for all students and some staff will be 

jumping out of a plane on the 14th July in order to raise funds for the 3G pitch. (see photograph) 

We are also attending the Featherstone town gala on Saturday 13th July in Purston park with a view to holding a 

giant raffle and tombola stall with gifts and donations from local businesses.  If you can donate a prize                      

anything will be gratefully received and all donations will be published on our website: www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk                    

We already have a few items including a family pass to the Corn Maze at Farmers Copley’s worth almost £30, a 

signed Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspurs shirt from an ex student who works at Nike!.   

Anyone that would like to sponsor us in our fundraising efforts please do so at:                                                         

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/bkcat3g 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and commitment to the local community. Please contact Chris Slater                  

or Claire Appleby the school fundraising events co-ordinators: Tel 01977 691000 or via e-mail for more                               

information csl@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk / cap@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jumpers from left to right: Mrs Jane Ball - Assistant Headteacher, Mrs Denise Hall - Swimming Coach,                    

Mr Chris Slater - Academy Business Manager, Mr Stephen Green - Director of Year,                                                           

Mrs Leigh Wright - Head of D&T, Mrs Helen Gilroy - Headteacher and Mr Andrew Lewis – Director of 6th Form 

Also jumping but not featured in the photograph: Sue Heptinstall, Head of Human Resources (BKCAT)                       

Kieron Flood, Executive Headteacher (BKCAT) and Lesley Fitton, Trust Standards Officer (BKCAT)  

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/bkcat3g


3G Pitch Advertising 

As parents will know we are in the advanced stages of planning to build a 3G football and rugby pitch on 
the school field.  We expect this to be completed before the end of 2019 to aid with winter PE lessons and 
after school activities, local football and rugby teams will use the facility every weekday from 5pm to 
10pm, hundreds of children and parents will visit each week.   

Local businesses have already been in touch regarding advertising once the facility is built, if any parents 
own a business and would like to advertise around the outside of the pitch, please contact me via email to 
discuss csl@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk 

Chris Slater                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Academy Business Manager 

 

 

Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on 

Friday mornings, KS3 Design & Technology Students to participate in this Friday’s 

breakfast are: 

 

Katie Brenton, Lauren Cocksedge, Chloe Cooper, Heather Cooper, Kayliegh Devonport, Cara Downs, 

Maisie Fletcher (Y9)  Abbey Hayles, Jimmy Lavin, Ellen Pile, Lily Rhodes, Grace Sharp and Libby 

Wooffindin we all selected for fantastic achievement, progress and consistent work ethic in technology 

over the last two years. 

Joseph Fletcher, Thomas Lavery, Oliver Clipsham, Arlena Bednarz and Violet Elago were selected for 

having a positive start in technology with consistent work ethic and good achievement. 

Well Done! 

mailto:csl@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Geography News 

Year 8 geography had a wonderful time in the Lake District. We enjoyed lovely weather and had fun exploring the       
glaciated landscapes. Students climbed Loughrigg Fell and then went canoeing and ghyll scrambling in the       
afternoon.  

In the evening, we burnt off even more energy with games in the woods and a campfire. Several members of the 
public commented on the students’ good manners over the weekend and the staff were proud of their exemplary 
behaviour. We would love to run this trip again next year for any current year 7s who are   interested. 

Science News - Iris Conference  

Lily and Abigail are committed members of St Wilfrid’s research group. Over the 
course of the last year they have been working on the MELT project in collaboration 
with IRIS (The Institute for Research in Schools). The project involved the analysis of 
satellite images of Pine Island glacier in Antarctica, monitoring changes in the ice 
sheets due to global warming.  

The project was extremely challenging and involved the use of complex image    
analysis software. Upon completion of the analysis, Lily and Abi produced an         
academic research  poster and presented it at IRIS’s conference at York University on 
the 27th of June. Lily and Abigail should be extremely proud of their achievement, 
with the director of IRIS, Professor Becky Parker, commenting how impressed she 
was with their work, given the complexity of the   project.  Professor Parker said the 
quality of the work was typical of that produced by sixth form students.   

Well done girls! #womeninscience 

Sports Day 

Sports Day will be running on Monday the 15th July, it will be a whole 
school event as last year and we look forward to a high level of       
competition as our students compete in a variety of disciplines.  

It will be CASH only on the day for pupils purchasing lunch and 
drinks. 

There will be additional fund raising activities on the sports field         
including the stocks so make sure students bring some extra pennies to 
target their teachers! 

Next Weeks’ Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys    

Date Tuesday 9th July Wednesday 10th July 

Year group Year 7 Year 7 

Sport Cricket Cricket 

Member of staff ELG ELG 

Where it is STAB St Wilfrid’s 

KO time (approx.) 3.30pm 3.30pm 

Girls   

Date Tuesday 9th July 

Year group Year 7-9 

Sport Rounders  

Member of staff KBL, EJA 

Where it is St Wilfrid’s 

KO time (approx.) 3.20pm 



If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own 

club/band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

  

Extra- Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

BKCAT Singing Festival 

On Tuesday 2nd, St Wilfrid’s Glee Club performed in the 2nd BKCAT Singing Festival, along with other students 
from schools within the Trust. It was a very well attended concert, with parents, grandparents, siblings and 
teachers crammed in to listen to all the students sing wonderfully! Glee Club performed the hits “Shallow” and 
“Bohemian Rhapsody” along with the a joint piece with the other schools – “Jonah-Man Jazz”. The performance 
was very well received, with a rapturous applause at the end. A very well done to all students involved! 

Congratulations!   

Congratulations to Rachel flood, who is currently in year 12 who has been nominated to join the Leeds Diocesan 

Caritas Youth Leadership Group. She has been chosen because she has demonstrated a great level of          

commitment to the service of her parish and school community. 

Caritas Leeds’ overall aim is to ‘celebrate, encourage and enhance the work that is already taking place across 

the diocese and to adopt a more co ordinated and searching approach to what is needed to be done  in terms of 

charitable and social action activities’.  

There will be regular meetings for Rachel to attend, so that she can get to know the other student leaders and for 

her and the team to develop their leadership skills using the principles of facilitation, formation and fellowship. The 

first meeting with Bishop Marcus will be Sunday 24th November, the Feast of Christ the Universal King –Youth 

Sunday. Rachel will be formally commissioned by Bishop Marcus at the 11 am Mass at Leeds Cathedral on the 

same day. 

Congratulations Rachel ! 



Dear Parents & Carers,  

We are delighted to invite you to download our new App; ‘Safer Schools' provided by Zurich Municipal.  

The Safer Schools App is designed for parents/carers, school staff and pupils. It helps support and    
protect children by educating and empowering them both at school and at home. Adult users receive    
tailored content specific to their role and pupils receive different content depending on their year group  
 
Tailored to Groups. The app provides information and guidance on a range of topics to help keep 
children in your care safer online. Advice covers topics such as bullying,  
gaming, inappropriate images, social media and much more  
 
Instant Alerts. You will also receive school-generated push notifications 

and updates from the h2b Safer team on keeping children and young people 

safe. Please do make sure you have push notifications enabled to stay        

up-to-date. 

Download for Free. To access the app, visit www.zurichsaferschools.co.uk.  

On this website you will find links to download the app, how to register and how to reset your password.  

Getting Started. When creating an account in the app, it is important that you use the access code -  to 

gain immediate access.  

 

 

 

Registering on the App. Learn more about how to register using the access code here - http://

zurichsaferschools.co.uk/getting-started/registering/ 

Please Note: If your child is Key Stage 1 the Safer Schools app is designed for you to log in and 

use together with your child. Your child in Key Stage 1 does not need create an account.  

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

School is always interested in the views of our pupils and parents and as such we have has designed two 

safeguarding survey’s.  

Student Safeguarding Survey: LINK    Parental Safeguarding Survey: LINK 

Your feedback is important to us and helps us shape future work completed with our school                  

community .The survey should take no more than fifteen minutes 

 

Kind Regards, 

The Safeguarding Team at St Wilfrid’s 

01977 69100 ext 265/150  

 

 

www.zurichsaferschools.co.uk 

Pupil – years 7 8 3447 Download 

Pupil – year 9 10 11 4898 Download 

Pupil – year 12 13 1544 Download 
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