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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I would like to thank all Year 11 and Year 13 students for their continued drive during the heavy exam season.  It 
is a challenging time for the students but the staff and I have every confidence in their abilities. 
 

“It always seems impossible until it is done” 
“Success is no accident. It is hard work, perseverance, learning, studying, sacrifice and most of all, 
love of what you are doing or learning to do” 
        Pelé 

 
In the newsletter this week, you will read some staff profiles from colleagues who have kindly volunteered to    
participate in the sky dive experience in order to raise funds for the 3G Football Pitch.  Each week we will          
introduce to you the colleagues, so that you are able to read their stories and reasons for wanting to jump.  Over 
the next few weeks and months there will be various fundraising events across the BKCAT Schools in order to 
help facilitate this exciting resource for our students.  Tuesday 18th June 2019 is a non uniform day.  All donations 
received this day will be in support of the 3G Pitch project.   
 
Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact 
of absence on a students overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which 
equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to 
the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please may I remind all parents 
that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.8% 

 Year 7 - 96.6% 

 Year 8 - 95.7% 

 Year 9 - 95.5% 

 Year 10 - 95.6% 

 Year 11 - 95.4% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. 
Please contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on 
attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107  Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 



St Wilfrid’s 3G Pitch Fundraising—Staff Profiles 

I’m Mr Green and in addition to teaching languages and being a Head of Year, I have a       
notable fear of heights. I wouldn’t describe this fear as irrational, I have no problem on the top 
deck of a bus, top floor of a tower block; even on a plane I will happily look out of the window. 
My issues come with being on the edge… I’m not a fan of ladders, bridges, balconies, cliff 
edges anything really where I can imagine a slight slip meaning me plunging to a possible 
death. I have never been much of a risk taker, always preferring to play it safe and stick with 
what I know. Ironically, I would always tell my students and children how important it is to   
challenge yourself, to leave your comfort zone, to try something new and to overcome your 
doubts and fears… safely of course. They tell me that this 10,000 ft skydive that I will be     
undertaking is indeed safe; I have resisted looking into any stats about how safe it actually 
is… faith is important too. I shall certainly say a prayer or two beforehand. 

I have several good reasons for taking this leap of faith. As soon as the email requesting staff arrived in my inbox I 
replied instantly… it felt right, the timing was right to challenge myself and to confront a personal fear about 
heights, but also a wider one about stepping out of my comfort zone to face a fresh challenge. As a keen          
footballer, myself and colleagues are very excited at the prospect of having such impressive, state of the art, 3G 
facilities. The pitches can be used for a variety of sports, in all weathers, providing improved opportunities for St 
Wilfrids students and the wider community. 

As well as the clear physical benefits that sport provides, it is also proven to be hugely beneficial in terms of     
mental health: developing confidence and providing an outlet for stress, anxiety and other mental health concerns. 
It is important to me that our school and community should have such a facility befitting the school’s stature. 
Please support us in achieving our goal, by following the below link to my Just Giving page. Even the smallest   
donation will help.     

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stevegreen1875 

Thank you! 

Steve Green 

 

We are always telling our students to grab every opportunity and face their challenges head on. 

Well I have the opportunity of a lifetime to jump out of a plane at 10,000ft and attempt to      

conquer my fear of heights in one fell swoop!!! 

I am currently in my 31
st
 year of teaching at St Wilfrid’s and would like to contribute to the      

fantastic development opportunity and improvement to the school sports facilities. Working as a 

PE teacher at St Wilfrid’s I have had the pleasure of teaching thousands of students over the 

years and would like to ensure that future generations of students have the best opportunities 

to reach their potential in sport and physical activity.  

The introduction of 3G Astro pitch will enhance the teaching and learning experiences for our students but will also 

create opportunities within our local community so everyone can enjoy first class sports facilities.  

I will find jumping out of a plane an extreme challenge as I am petrified of heights and find things such as crossing 

over a bridge a nerve-racking experience, I recently travelled over the Humber Bridge for the first time in         

preparation, so jumping from a plane at 10,000ft really will present a huge challenge for me. I am looking forward 

to making my family, colleagues, friends, students past and present, proud of me, and seeing my grandchildren’s 

faces when I land.  

Please support this excellent cause by supporting our staff in this extremely bold and exciting venture. You can 

support us at my just giving page at:  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/denise-hall6 

Many thanks 

Denise Hall  

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stevegreen1875
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/denise-hall6


Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.                     

KS3 Science Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast are: 

7H Ella McCarthy, Mateusz Kamon, Callum Greendale, Erin-Connie Wright, Elle-May Thorpe, Thomas Hormer, 
Ben Bowker, Maddie Wheeler, Ella Mcarthy, Keira Berry,  Sienna Watts, Abigail Reynolds, Finley Hubbard,   
Daisy Pyrah, Ellie-Louise Collman-Ward, Libby Woofindin, Elizabeth Robinson, Charlotte McCabe, Jessica  
Henshaw, Adelaide Scallan and Stanley Seymour. 

Chaplaincy News 
 

 

The Franciscan Sisters of the   
Renewal came to support 

Light Fever at break.  

Our students and staff came 
to the chapel to light candles 
and spend time in prayer in 

the presence of the                           
Blessed Sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

Mike Withers from the Catenians came to give bursary cheques 
to three of our Yr 12 students to support them in their pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. We are very thankful to Mike and the Catenians for 
their support each year. 

 

 

 

Sister Catherine and Sister Therese spoke to the 
Lourdes students about pilgrimage and their faith   
journey’s. As always the Sisters were inspirational and 
really made our students think about where they were 
going and why, and how it has always been in God’s 
plan for them to experience this pilgrimage. 

 



PE News - Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own 

club/band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

  

Extra- Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

Boys    

Date Wednesday 12th June  Thursday 13th June 

Year group Year 8 Year 7 

Sport Cricket Cricket 

Member of staff NAT ELG/IMC 

Where it is STAB Minsthorpe 

KO time (approx.) 3.30pm 3.30pm 

Girls    

Date Tuesday 11th June Wednesday 12th June  

Year group Year 7-10 Year 9 

Sport  Tournament 

Member of staff KBL/KDE/EJA/JHO EJA/KBL 

Where it is Carleton St Wilfrid’s 

KO time (approx.) 3.30pm 3.30pm 








