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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Well done to all our students for their continued hard work and effort during the exam season.  Only a few more 
examinations to take place before a well deserved rest.  I look forward to celebrating all your achievements with 
you in the summer. 
 

Following the announcement that the May bank holiday will be on Friday 8th May 2020, to commemorate VE day 
and NOT Monday 4th May.  You can view UK Bank Holidays using the following link https://www.gov.uk/bank-
holidays 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact 
of absence on a students overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which 
equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to 
the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please may I remind all parents 
that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.8% 

 Year 7 - 96.6% 

 Year 8 - 95.7% 

 Year 9 - 95.5% 

 Year 10 - 95.6% 

 Year 11 - 95.7% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. 
Please contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on 
attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107  Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110        

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

I met with staff members of the Academy Council this week to inform them that for personal reasons, Helen Gilroy 

requested a change of role from Headteacher to Teacher of Religious Education from the Autumn Term 2019.  

The Academy Council and the Bishop Konstant Catholic Academy Trust Board have agreed to the change of role. 

The Trust are seeking to recruit an interim Headteacher for September 2019 with a view to recruiting to the       

position on a permanent basis in 2020. The Academy Council and the Trust Board would like to take this          

opportunity to thank Helen for her major contribution to the life of St Wilfrid’s and her continuing loyalty and            

commitment to the school.  

Yours sincerely 

Mr Robin Slavin 

Chair of The Academy Council 

https://www.gov.uk/bank-holidays
https://www.gov.uk/bank-holidays


St Wilfrid’s 3G Pitch Fundraising—Staff Profiles 

Funny how things work out sometimes. You find me in a reflective mood, so bear with me… 

…Now then. I have never been one to shirk from a challenge and saying ‘no’ has always been 
difficult for me. A few years back, after my Dad passed away, I reflected on where I was in life 
and decided to challenge myself whenever possible. It wasn’t really a conscious decision, it just 
seemed to happen. Grief can be a phenomenal motivator. I decided that I needed to get fit and 
started running - although I wasn’t sure what I was running from. I’d always hated running but 
thought it might help. It did.. I kept going and, before long, I was challenging myself to complete 
a half-marathon and then a marathon. On reflection, it wasn’t really too difficult, once I set my 
mind to it. 

Years of working hard in school, college, and university, followed by many years of educating the Yorkshire youth 
has led to this moment. Picture the scene…I am sat in the Headteacher’s office and Mrs Gilroy mentions the     
potential for some staff doing a Skydive in aid of the new 3G pitch. I laughed out loud, not for one minute          
considering that it would be me she was thinking of. “That’s a good idea”, I said with a chuckle, considering the 
poor souls who would need to jump, being thankful it wasn’t me. Before I knew it, my name was on the list and 
then it was too late to say no. I’m still not sure how it happened. You will have read from fellow plane-jumpers in 
the newsletter that they are scared of heights. Mr Green put it best when he said that he hated, ‘being on the 
edge’, looking down and fearing falling. It makes me sick to think about it. I decided that I would try to conquer this 
fear by looking on YouTube at some videos of Skydives. Not the best of ideas…if you have time, take a look: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=skydive+hibaldstow  

I am pleased to be able to support Grassroots Football and know that the 3G pitch at St. Wilfrid’s will help the local 
community. I coach a local football team at Under 10, the mighty Altofts Reds, who will train on the facility. At least 
when I am leading a session on a cold winter’s night, I will be able to reflect on my small contribution to its          
existence…that is, should I survive the fall.  

You can sponsor me here, if you have the spare change and the heart to: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
andrew-lewis33 

 

My name is Chris Slater and my role at St Wilfrid’s is the Academy Business Manager.  The 
role basically overseas all non-teaching elements of the school such as Catering, Facilities 
Management, Administration, Finance, HR etc…  The 3G pitch is a project that has actually 
been ongoing for about 18 months now, I have been leading this project since October 2018, 
writing the bid to the Football Foundation and putting in place other funding to ensure the plans 
can come to fruition.  Personally I am a keen football and rugby league fan and in my free time 
coach my sons under 8’s football team, as you can see grassroots football is something I am 
passionate about.  Building this facility at St Wilfrid’s will give our students an excellent all 
weather, floodlit facility to use in the school day and after school clubs all year round.  On an 
evening the pitch will benefit hundreds of children in the local community.   

Whilst this may not be a normal plea for charitable donations, I hope you can see the  
reason why we are singing so loudly about this project and support us in our bid.  Along 
with my colleagues I have volunteered to jump out of a plane 10,000 feet in the air       
because we believe in this project and hope our actions will help build a facility that will 
benefit the school and community for many years to come.  If you can spare any money 
for this great cause, your donation will be gratefully received.  Thank you 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bkcat3g 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Congratulations to the Year 9 pupils 
who completed the expedition   
section of their D of E Bronze 
award last weekend in and around 
Penistone.  

Make sure you don’t stop 
now and get the other 
sections complete with 
evidence and assessors 
reports.  

Again well done  

Non Uniform Day 

Tuesday 18th June 2019 is a non uniform day.  All donations received 

this day will be in support of the 3G Pitch project.   

Historian of the Month 

Year 7 Amy Earnshaw, Daisy Marsh Year 8, Gerard 
Gawin Year 9, Taylor Waugh Year 10, Przemyslaw   
Czajka Year 11, Karis McDonald Year 12 and Emily 
Whitehouse Year13  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=skydive+hibaldstow
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-lewis33
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/andrew-lewis33
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/bkcat3g


Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.                     

KS3 History Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast are: 

Harry Cook, Emily New, Abbey Jenkins, Amelia Wan, Abbie Hayles, Rosie Dadswell, Adam Dixon, Sienna    
Tillotson, Evie Poulter, Joel John, Jai Rana, Matthew Flood, Stevie-Lea Duggan, Ellie-May Thorpe, Kaitlin 
Massie, Violet Elago, Josh Lees, Marcus Etherington, Leonie Haythornthwaite and Erin-Connie Wright. 

Chaplaincy News 

We had a wonderful time with other young people from across the Catholic dioceses of England. Some of our  
students were lucky enough to meet Matt Maher a world famous Christian singer from America and  have their 
photos taken with him. Archbishop Peter Comensoli of Melbourne gave an inspirational talk, asking the questions 
‘What are we made from, of and for?’ Good questions for discussing around the dinner table! (The answer is God)  

We spent time in Adoration and prayer in St. John the Baptist church, one of our students was privileged to serve 
Mass for Archbishop Peter. 

The students are keen to share their experience with their peers in chaplaincy and assemblies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the weekend I was one of nine students who was given the opportunity to attend World Youth Day at Home 
which was an incredible event that allowed us to experience our faith in a different way. Over the three days there 
were talks by a variety of speakers including Archbishop Peter Comensoli form Melbourne, who spoke to us about 
our purpose and confirmation, and David Wells, who spoke to us about joy and the importance of young people in 
the Church. Alongside the talks there was also time for praise and worship when we got to hear music from Matt 
Maher, Sarah Kroger and Jo Boyce. During this time we got to reflect on the things that had been mentioned over 
the weekend. Another great thing about this event was being able to meet a lot of young people who were all  
passionate about their faith and meet priests and religious who shared their faith journey with us.  

I thoroughly enjoyed World Youth Day at Home and I would definitely recommend it to others.  

Rachael Flood ~ Year 12 



PE News - Fixtures 

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own 

club/band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

  

Extra- Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

Boys     

Date Wednesday  19th June Thursday 19th June Friday 21st June 

Year group Year 7 Year 8 Years 7, 8, 9, 10 

Sport Athletics Cricket 
Wakefield States 

Schools Athletics 

Member of staff DHO/IMC NAT  

Where it is Thornes Park Minsthorpe Thornes Park 

KO time (approx.) 3.30pm 3.30pm All Day 

Girls     

Date Tuesday 18th June Wednesday 19th June  Friday 21st June 

Year group Year 7 Year 7 Years 7, 8, 9, 10 

Sport 
Rounders Athletics 

Wakefield States 

Schools Athletics 

Member of staff KDE KDE/DHA  

Where it is Minsthorpe Thornes Park Thornes Park 

KO time (approx.) 3.30pm 3.30pm All Day 

Word Millionaire 

Emily Standring 8B, Elisabeth 
Fake 7H and Maisie Fletcher 
8M are the latest students to 
become Word Millionaires. 

HPV Injections 

Letters are being sent to all 
year 7 for next years HPV  
vaccination (Human           
Papillomavirus) 

Please complete the forms 
and send them back to school 
within 7 days. The Nurses will 
be vaccinating in September 








