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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Congratulations and well done to all those pupils who have made such a positive contribution to their studies and 
school community this week.  It has been a busy week for me writing so many P5 award letters.   
 
Thank you to Year 11 students who are preparing each night in the Sixth Form study for their examinations.  It is 
very encouraging to witness so many students using their preparation time well and supporting each other in their 
revision strategies.  Keep up the excellent effort Year 11, you can do it! 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.                     

D & T Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast are: 

Karol Natanek, Oliver Ellis, Damian Lipinski, Leonie Haythornthwaite, Dermot Fixter, Tilly Newton Stringer, Jack 
Tucker, Harry Holland, Lily Rhodes, Ellen Pile, Maisie Fletcher, Jessica Lindop, Catriona Martin and Alison     
Flanagan.  

3G Pitch Update 

Further to our announcement in a recent Newsletter I would like to                  
update you on the work we are currently undertaking.   

Our aim is to secure a large amount of funding from the Football                    
Foundation to build a full size, floodlit 3G pitch on the fields at                              
St Wilfrid’s.  This would be a fantastic resource for all our           
Students, the  local community and beyond.  We have specified, to 
install a rugby shock pad, line markings and posts as well as all 
the football line markings and goal posts to play 5 v 5, 7 v 7,9 v 9 
and 11 v 11 matches on the pitch.   

The application is currently awaiting planning permission and we                       
expect an outcome by early April 2019.  In May we hope to have            
confirmation that we have secured the funding from the Football 
Foundation. In the meantime there is still a   shortfall for funding 
and we need to raise money to enable the project to be              
realised.   

Over the next coming months please keep a look out for different exciting ways that you can get involved and help 
us to raise the funds we need. 



 

Chaplaincy News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Joseph’s Moorthorpe came to visit last week for their Year 5 Taster day. They had a great time in     
science, drama and art experiencing the different lessons. A firm favourite was lunch, the children loved 
the variety of food they could choose from. Thank you to Fr Mark Naughton for celebrating Mass for us at 
the end of the day and explaining what all the garments a priest wears during Mass are called. 

 

 

We are following up Faith Week by having 
sessions on a Tuesday after school in the 
Chaplaincy, Pastor Ian from Vision Church is 
supporting these sessions.  

Letters are available from the Chaplaincy. 

 

Geography News - Soak it up 

Yorkshire Water and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust have been in school working with groups of Year 7 and 8   
pupils on a project called ‘soak it up’.  

This exciting collaborative project worked with pupils looking at the properties of water and the surfaces 
that water flows over  linking this to the causes of flooding. Pupils also developed key empathy skills by 
using real life flood images and putting themselves into scenarios such as being rescued in a boat after a 
flood and coming back to a ruined and flooded home.  

The second half of the workshops gave students a chance to share their own ideas about applying flood 
interventions, called SuDS – sustainable drainage systems. Pupil’s modelled these strategies onto a 
scaled model of the school and surrounding areas and then simulated heavy rainfall. They then measured 
how much of the water had been ‘soaked up’ by their SuDS and how much had run off and may have led 
to floods. This was a great way to model and evaluate the use of their flood intervention strategies and 
analyse the impacts of the various measures.  

Pupil’s had an amazing experience and we would like to thank Yorkshire Water and Yorkshire Wildlife 
Trust for their work in school and bringing experimental Geography for real scenarios into our classrooms. 

Thank you to all staff and pupils involved in making the two days so successful! 



SIMS Parent App – easy access to important information 
 
We have a convenient way for you to access, review and request 
changes to the data held on you and your children direct from your 
phone as well as see key term dates., you’ll be able to access our 
parent app and website at your own convenience via smartphone, 
tablet or PC – anytime, anywhere.  

What will you find in SIMS Parent:  

 School term, inset dates and contact details available at 
the click of a button  

 Access to update your contact details, so we always have 
the most up-to-date information in case of emergency  

 If you have more than one child at school, you’ll have      
access this information for all your children, from the same 
app  

 Receive messages and notifications to remind you about     
important information such as key dates for your diary 

If you’ve not already signed up to the SIMS Parent app your son/
daughter can collect a letter from the Main Office. 

 

Environment  

Please could I remind students to take 
good care of our environment and to be 
responsible with their litter and waste. We 
have numerous bins available on site for 
students to deposit their litter. Litter must 
not be dropped on site.  

Bottles must be carried carefully in bags 
to prevent spillages and to prevent      
bottles being discarded. Students must 
be good stewards of our environment.  

I expect students to be respectful of the 
environment. Over the next few weeks 
senior team and staff will be reviewing 
items sold in school which contribute to 
litter and also student care for the         
environment. 

Library news 

Congratulations and well done to 
Eli Casey 7H and Joseph Dixon 8C 
who have become Word             
Millionaires, an amazing      
achievement. 

Year 10 Students Set an Outstanding Standard in Physics    
Project 

In recent weeks, numerous Year 10 students have been dedicating 
many hours of their time to a piece of optional project work in    
Physics, focusing on the importance of electronics in our lives.  

Students have been fabulous throughout, and I would like to thank 
them all for the effort, time and thought they put into it. This is some 
of the best project work I’ve had the pleasure to read (and listen) 
through. Your attention to detail and creativity were excellent across 
the board, and I’m very proud of you all. All are welcome to visit K22 
to have a look, before the work is distributed around the Science 
department for display. 

Mr Hawe 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Year 9 Parents’ evening takes place on Thursday 4th 
April.  Appointments can be made from Monday 25th March up 
until Wednesday 3rd April using the online booking system 
which is accessible through the school website or the following 
link https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

Please take the time to provide feedback on the evening which 
can be found on our website or through the following link  

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/parent-surveys/ 

A non uniform day will 

be held on Friday 5th 

April   

£1 donation will be     

donated to the ‘Good 

Shepherd Appeal’ 

Raising support with all Catholic schools for 

the valuable work of Catholic care.  

 

 

Bag Pack - in aid of the Year 11 Prom 

The Year 11 girls prom committee were    
amazing at the  a bag pack last Saturday, at 
Asda Castleford.  

Massive thank you to everyone who contributed 
to the Year 11 Prom, your support is really    
appreciate.  

The committee are 
now able to      
purchase room 
decorations for this 
special occasion. 

https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/parent-surveys/


School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact 
of absence on a students overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which 
equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to 
the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please may I remind all parents 
that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.9% 

 Year 7 - 97.0% 

 Year 8 - 96.0% 

 Year 9 - 95.6% 

 Year 10 - 95.6% 

 Year 11 - 95.2% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. 
Please contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on 
attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107  Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 

 

Pi Wars is back. Two teams were entered into Pi Wars 2019.   

The competition was  held at the University of Cambridge on Saturday  

30th March. The theme of Pi Wars this year is Space Exploration as this 

year marks the 50th Anniversary of the first moon landing.  

After an early start for the two teams from St Wilfrids, we arrived at Cambridge University just before 10 am. After 

booking in and receiving our bag of goodies we found our way to our workstations. It was very busy with 36 other 

teams in attendance. Robots were unpacked and checked to   ensure they had not suffered any undue stress    

during the journey. Harry had a small panic as his 9-volt battery had run out of power, but he soon found a solution 

using a spare battery pack. Tyler hooked up two laptops to a router so that we could connect to the Raspberry Pis 

to have a final check of the code for the challenges. 

Teams: 

 

Andromeda designed and built by    
Tyler McCluskey, Jack Barry, Matthew 

Flood and Ben Daly-Hartshorne 

The Featherstone Rover Mk.2            
designed and built by Harry Brenton 

3rd  

Place 

12th  

Place 



If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own 

club/band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

  

Extra- Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 














