
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 18th March 2019        N°
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

This week we were delighted to welcome the children from Year 5 from St Joseph’s Pontefract and also Sacred 
Heart in Hemsworth.  The children had the opportunity to spend a full day at St Wilfrid’s. They gave very positive 
feedback and were particularly impressed by their time in the science department.  We look forward to welcoming 
more children to join with us in the next few weeks. 
 

Next week is ‘Faith Week’; there will be a range of activities and presentations for students to experience.                     
We look forward to welcoming: our Clergy, two Christian bands from ‘The Higher Yorkshire Tour’ and guests from 
the youth team from the Diocese, CAFOD, Missio and St Thomas a’ Beckets High School who will join with us for 
the week 
 
 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.                     

Modern Language Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast are: 

Georgia Murphy, Aimon Ai, Joshua Brow, Poppy Walker, Abigail Reynolds, Guramrit Uppal, Niamh Bennett,                   
Ellie-Louise Colman, Heather Cooper, Jagna Gorol, Tymoteusz Kropiwiec, Joel John, Evie Poulter, Aaron                  
Japitana, Anna Pasek, Frances Sonosa, Lucas Li, Harley Walker, Kiera Berry, Rosie Dadswell 

 

Invitation to Parents and Carers of Looked- After and Previously Looked After Children, Please join us for 
the keynote presentations organised by Wakefield Virtual School (aka The Reach Team) 
 

Friday 10 May 2019 12:30 - 15:00                                                                                                                                        
Manygates Adult Education Centre,Manygates Lane, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF2 7DQ 
 

One Adoption West Yorkshire will present Secure Base for Schools 
 

The Secure Base Model - How to support a child who has experienced trauma in schools 
The Secure Base model provides a positive framework for therapeutic caregiving which helps infants, children and 
young people to move towards greater security and builds resilience. The model focuses on the interactions that 
occur between caregivers and children on a day to day, minute by minute basis within the caregiving                       
environment. But it also considers how those relationships can enable the child to develop competence in the                
outside world of school, peer group and community. 
 

Louise Bomber well know author and expert in the field of attachment 
 

Louise is passionate about inclusion and believes that all children & young people should be given the best                  
opportunities to be parented and educated even if that means using an alternative, therapeutic approach.                    
Everyone needs to experience connection. Louise is the director of a not for profit community interest company 
TouchBase Centre which specialises in supporting recovery for those impacted by relational trauma and loss. 
 

Louise’s keynote will focus on supporting children with attachment difficulties who may have experienced relation-
al traumas and losses 
 

To book your complimentary seat in the auditorium please contact thereachteam@wakefield.gov.uk 
Or telephone 01924 304248 

mailto:thereachteam@wakefield.gov.uk


Chaplaincy News 

On Wednesday and Thursday last week we welcomed the Year 5                    
children from St. Joseph’s Pontefract and Sacred Heart, Hemsworth 
into Chaplaincy. They had a   wonderful day which included art,                    
science, drama, a walk around school and of course lunch! Thank you 
to the staff that gave up their time to drive the minibuses, teach the                    
lessons and support with the days. 
 

We start our Faith week on Monday 18th March with Mass at 8.15am                      
followed by a full day of Adoration Of the Blessed Sacrament, everyone is 
welcome to spend time in prayer in our chapel. We are very grateful to all 
the people that are coming over the week to support our students in their 
faith journey. Please encourage your child to  embrace and take full part in all that is being offered. 
  
Castleford Parish Church are holding a coffee morning on Saturday 30th March from 10:00 to 12:00 in support of 

this year's Lourdes trip. There will also be a raffle and   tombola stall Everyone welcome. 

A non uniform day will be held on Friday 5th April - £1 donation will be donated to the ‘Good Shepherd Appeal’ 

Raising support with all Catholic schools for the valuable work of Catholic care.  

 

School closures and transport disruption( due to bad weather) 

As the likelihood of adverse weather in the next couple of weeks looks increasingly likely, we are                           

contacting you to let you know where you can find up to date details regarding school closures and transport                 

service disruptions  

The School 

If we experience any adverse weather conditions that affect transport services or we feel that the school site is            

unsafe for students, a text message will be sent to parents, a message will appear on the home page of the school 

website, twitter will be updated and the local radio will be informed.  

Bus Operators 

Work hard to maintain their services as circumstances allow, but decisions must be taken by them on health and 

safety grounds to ensure the wellbeing of their customers and staff. In the event of bad weather, the driver of the 

vehicle needs to consider whether it is safe to carry out the whole route or part of the route.  

All known service cancellations and disruptions will be posted on the @metrogenm twitter page and on 

the School service disruption page on the Metro website  

Where services are running, they may be subject to delay or cancellation at short notice as a result of road                 

conditions and traffic congestion caused by the bad weather. Some services will need to keep to the main roads 

that may be passable but some parts of the route may be missed out. 

Parents and carers during bad weather 

In the event of bad weather, parents or carers are advised to check for text messages, visit the school                   

website, listen to the local radio and view twitter updates.  You can also visit the Metro website or check the 

@metrogenm twitter page to find out if their service is running. 

If pupils live on a minor road, parents or carers should advise them to wait on a main road for a bus as buses may 

not be able to travel down minor roads that have not been cleared or gritted. 

https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/
https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/


Sporting News 

Well done to Y9 GCSE students who took on the role of Sports Leaders on Friday 8th March  for the Y2 
Multiskills. Eight of our local primary schools came to St Wilfrid’s to take part in the event which was lead 
by the Y9 students. They were all exceptional at helping the younger students during the event. There 
were lots of positive comments from the primary staff too. Every student has been awarded a P3.                  
Well Done! 

Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Girls    

Date 21st March 

Year group Year 7 

Sport Netball 

Member of staff KDE 

Where it is Minsthorpe 

KO time (approx.) 1:30pm 

Boys        

Date Tues 19th March Weds 20th March Weds 20th March 

Year group Year 7 Year 8 Year 7 

Sport Rugby Football Football 

Member of staff IMC RTR for NAT ELG 

Where it is Home V's Kettlethorpe  Home V's Outwood Grange Home V's Crofton 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 

   Erasmus+ Trip to Macedonia 

Last week, Mrs Blears, Mr Clarke and six of our Year 10 students visited Skopje in Macedonia on an 

Erasmus exchange involving other students from Germany, Sweden, and Poland.  The pupils enjoyed a 

cultural exchange and worked on a number of shared activities as part of a programme called “Fit for the 

Future” 

They enjoyed visits to the Skopje Council Offices, Facilities of Engineering and 

Computer Science as well as visits to the Memorial House of Mother Theresa, 

Ohrid, St. Kaneo,  the Old City, the Bay of the Bones and St Naum. 

This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to enjoy a cultural experience 

whilst sharing opportunities and their vision of the future. 

 



Important Reminders 

Uniform - we continually monitor school uniform, please ensure your son/daughter is wearing correct uniform as 
agreed to in the home school agreement. This is particularly relevant to school trousers at the moment too many 
students are slipping back into trying to wear skinny fit and legging style trousers. Students not in the correct            
uniform will be offered a spare to change into for the day or can be sent home to change.    

Details of uniform expectation is shown on pages 19-22 in the student planner and is shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact 
of absence on a students overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which 
equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to 
the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please may I remind all parents 
that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.9% 

 Year 7 - 97.0% 

 Year 8 - 95.9% 

 Year 9 - 95.5% 

 Year 10 - 95.6% 

 Year 11 - 95.2% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. 
Please contact the attendance officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on 
attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107  Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109  Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 



Performing Arts News 

 

Group  Staff When? Where? 
Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club 

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own 

club/band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

Extra- Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 














