
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 4th March 2019         N°20 
 

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact of absence on a students 
overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. 
Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please 
may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not  permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.8% 

 Year 7 - 97.0% 

 Year 8 - 95.9% 

 Year 9 - 95.5% 

 Year 10 - 95.5% 

 Year 11 - 95.2% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please contact the attendance 
officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107 

Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109 

Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
It has been a delight to be able to join with the St Benedict’s community for their 50th Anniversary celebration, it was wonderful to be part of their 
celebration acknowledging the long history between the two schools.  We wish the staff and students of St Benedict’s many congratulations on 
their special occasion. 
 
I would encourage all students to read and be aware of the advice further in the newsletter regarding revision guidance, these are proven     
supportive strategies to help students prepare for their exam season. 
 
This week we see the beginning of the Season of Lent.  Ash Wednesday a service will be held at break time, Deacon Gerry O’Donnell will be 
leading the service this day for staff and students.  All are welcome. 
 
This term, we also look forward to the school performance of ‘Stand Out’  The students have devoted many hours to the planning and           
preparation for the event and I know that we will be astounded by the quality of their performance.  I do encourage you to purchase a ticket in 
order to witness and celebrate their achievements. 
 
New this March, we also are looking forward to a celebration of faith during the week of 18th March.  More news to follow about this in next 
weeks newsletter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  



Chaplaincy News 

Revelation Timetable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day/time Activity Where?   

  
Monday 
Break 

  
Rosary Group 

  
The Chapel 

Come and pray a scriptural decade of the 
Rosary for your own intentions and the  
intentions of our school and parish        
community. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Tuesday Break 

  
Student     

Chaplaincy 

  
Chaplaincy 

 
Have a say in the Catholic Life of 
our school, your opinion matters! 
                                        Everyone welcome. 
  

Wednesday 
8.15 – 
8.40am 

Adoration The Chapel  
Spend a few minutes in silence in the true 
presence of Christ. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Wednesday 
Break 

Lourdes      
Preparation 

Meeting 

Chaplaincy Beginning after half term all 
those taking part in the Diocesan               
Pilgrimage to Lourdes meet 

together. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 1 

Youth SVP Chaplaincy For years 7 & 8, Do you want to make a  
difference to our local and worldwide    
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 2 

SVP B-Attitude Chaplaincy For Years 9 -13, Do you want to make a   
difference to our local and worldwide     
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 

Friday 8.15am Mass Chapel Come and take part in Holy Mass  celebrated 
by one of our deanery priests. 

Chaplaincy News 

 

On Wednesday 27th February St. Benedict’s   
Catholic Primary celebrated their 50th Anniversary. 
Our students, who are past pupils of St. Benedict’s, 
were invited to join in with the celebrations. Bishop 
Marcus presided over a wonderful celebration of 
Mass and personally thanked our pupils for     
attending. Refreshments and a chance to catch up 
with old teachers took place in the school after 
Mass. With thanks to Mr Flood and the community 
of St. Benedict’s for the invitation and warm     
welcome.    

 

 

 



Empty Jam Jars 

Prince of Wales Hospice his in need of some empty jam jars for a 
fundraising project.  You can drop these off at reception. 

Sporting News 

Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unwanted Gifts/Chocolate 

A request that if anyone has any unwanted gifts, boxes of chocolates 
etc that they’d be willing to donate for use in our raffles/tombola for 
various fundraising events, please could students bring them to the 
main office.  

School transport disruption due to bad weather 

As the likelihood of adverse weather in the next couple of weeks looks increasingly likely, we are contacting you to let you know where you can 
find up to date details on service disruptions and cancellations and how you can report your own school closures to us. 

Bus operators work hard to maintain their services as circumstances allow, but decisions must be taken by them on health and safety grounds to 
ensure the wellbeing of their customers and staff. In the event of bad weather, the driver of the vehicle needs to consider whether it is safe to 
carry out the whole route or part of the route.  

All known service cancellations and disruptions will be posted on the @metrogenm twitter page and on the School service disruption 
page on the Metro website  

We will be monitoring school closures on the local council and radio websites but if a decision is made to close your school please email our   
servicedisruptions@westyorkshire-ca.gov.uk inbox and remember to copy @metrogenm in to any tweets sent. This will help us keep as many 
people informed as possible.  

Where services are running, they may be subject to delay or cancellation at short notice as a result of road conditions and traffic congestion 
caused by the bad weather. Some services will need to keep to the main roads that may be passable but some parts of the route may be missed 
out. 

 Advice for parents and carers during bad weather 

In the event of bad weather, parents or carers are advised to visit the Metro website or check the @metrogenm twitter page to find out if their  
service is running. 

If pupils live on a minor road, parents or carers should advise them to wait on a main road for a bus as buses may not be able to travel down  
minor roads that have not been cleared or gritted. 

For public buses, please also see the Travel disruption page.  

Girls    

Date 6th March 

Year group Year 8 

Sport Netball Tournament  

Member of staff KBL KDE 

Where it is SILCOATES  

KO time (approx.) 1:30pm 

Boys    

Date Weds 6th March 

Year group Year 11 

Sport Football 

Member of staff RTR 

Where it is Away Kings 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 

Bus Services 582, 606, 610, 611, 613. 

We have been made aware by The West Yorkshire Combined Authority that bus services across the region are being reviewed.  There are 5 
services under review that directly affect St Wilfrid’s, these are 582, 606, 610, 611, 613. 

The consultation and engagement website is now open and closes on 15th March 2019, therefore time is limited and we request that parents 
and other interested parties respond to the consultation here: 

Link: Combined Authority’s consultation and engagement website 

Any withdrawal of these services will have a detrimental effect on Catholic education, limiting pupil and parent choice.  We urge all parents,  
whatever service your child currently uses to respond to the consultation. 

Kind regards 

Chris Slater (Academy Business Manager) 

Punctuality  

Students, parents and carers are reminded that school registration begins at 8.50am each day. Students are expected to be on site no later than 
8.45am to ensure punctuality to registration and assembly each day.  

Late arrivals disrupt assemblies and registration each day and as such needs challenging. As a school we are aware that some school buses 
frequently run late and we always pursue this with the bus company and Wakefield Metro, we will not mark students as late on a register if their 
school bus service has arrived late.  

Year 11 Food Coursework. 

All Food Coursework (NEA1 and NEA2) must behanded in on the 29th March for Final marking.  

Students should be working on both pieces to ensure all the criteria is fulfilled and ask for advice to improve their mark before that date. 

https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/
mailto:servicedisruptions@westyorkshire-ca.gov.uk
https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/
https://wymetro.com/plan-a-journey/travel-news/bus-travel-alerts/
https://www.yourvoice.westyorks-ca.gov.uk/schoolbuses


Year 8 Guided Pathways 

Parents of students in Year 8 are invited to the ‘Guided Pathway Evening’ on Thursday 7th March 2019 between 4:00pm and 6:30pm.  Parents 
and students should collect a pathway booklet and any information required throughout the evening from Bruynseels Hall and then take the  
opportunity to visit various areas in school to find out about the subjects that can be studied from year 9 onwards.   There will be a short    
presentation about the pathway process in the sports hall at 5:45pm.   

The evening is designed to explain the process that we are following to support your child in the transition from Key Stage 3 to Key Stage 4.  The 
core subjects that all students study in Key Stage 4 include:  Religious Education; English Language and English Literature; Mathematics;    
Science Combined Trilogy and Core Physical Education (not accredited).  The majority of students will also continue to study a Modern         
Language and History or Geography.   

We started the guided pathway process earlier this term, informing students about the process during form time and assemblies.  

Representatives from all subjects will be available on the evening to guide and support students in identifying the subjects that they will 
study.  The careers advisers, Director of Year, and the SENCO will also be available to offer further guidance.  

Teachers of English, Mathematics and RE will be available to talk to parents unit 5:20pm. 

Teachers of other subjects taught in year 9 will be available from 4:00—6:30pm 

All students attending must be in full uniform. 

International Dimension Update 

On 10th March 6 of our students will depart our school with Mrs Blears and Mr Clarke for the final trip of the Erasmus+ programme. This is the 
final year of the 3 year project and all of the students involved have developed a deeper understanding of the cultures of our partner schools and 
have made friendships that will last a life time. The final trip of the project is to Skopje, Macedonia, where the team will attend our partner school, 
SUGS Orce Nikolov School. The aim of the week is to help our students develop valuable skills involved in applying for jobs such as writing CVs 
and motivational letters and taking part in interview practice. There will also be some exciting cultural trips for them to take part in and they will 
experience some of the beautiful sights that Macedonia has to offer. We wish them an exciting and memorable experience and a safe journey 
back on 16th March. A number of our other international partner schools who regularly attend St Wilfrid’s annual International Week will also be 
attending the week-long event in Skopje and so our staff and students will have a chance to catch up with some familiar faces. 

Due to our partners taking the trip to Macedonia later this month, many of the staff on their international teams are therefore unable to take a 
second overseas trip to St Wilfrid’s at the beginning of April as all of the staff are full time teaching staff and two overseas excursions will cause 
too much disruption to their classes and lessons. There has also been some uncertainty for our other partner schools with regards to visa     
applications due to Brexit which is planned to take place immediately before St Wilfrid’s International Week is scheduled to take place this year. 
For these reasons, and after many discussions with our international friends, we have come to the decision to defer International Week 2019 for 
this year. It is unfortunate as International Week is enjoyed so much by all involved, staff and students alike, but we look forward to inviting our 
partners back and hosting them in future International Weeks to come. If you have any queries about International Week or would like to find out 
how you can get involved in our future events please feel free to contact me. 

Kind regards 

Miss Quinn (International Dimension Co-ordinator) 

Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.   

Expressive Arts Students to participate in last Friday’s breakfast.: 

Molly Jasper, Jessica Vasey, Hayden Crook, George Moody, Lilly Rhodes, Rhiannon Vignes, Ryan Myatt, Gianluca Cooke, Michael Farnsworth, 
Bronwyn Greenaway, Emily Saul, Olivia Simpson, Isabel Wilman, Rebecca Casson-Hiorns, Isabelle Davis and Hollie Jarratt-Robinson. 

History Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast.: 

Niamh Bennett, Elizabeth Robinson, Lauren Cocksedge, Harry Holland, Isabelle Symonds, Mckenzie Shipp, Anna Pasek, Lucas Tyrrell, Wiktoria 
Chodnicka, Abbey Hayles, Mark Kiroro, Ella Whitworth, Kayleigh Davenport, Adam Dixon, Jonathan Stanton, Elleen Pile, Jessica Shaw, Daniel 
Khoury, Kelsey Sewell, Jackob Rzejocki 

MFL Trip to Lincoln 

On Saturday 16th February 38 year 11 MFL students and the majority of the 

MFL department headed to Caythorpe Court Adventure Centre in Lincolnshire 

for a fun-filled, adventure packed intensive revision weekend!  The overnight 

stay involved two very busy days that were divided between outdoor pursuits 

and classroom activities!  The students were divided into three teaching groups 

and were taught by their Spanish and French teachers.  The focus was on   

examination skills-speaking, listening, reading and writing.   

On Saturday they worked in language teams in a competitive manner to build 

the biggest balloon tower with lots of verbs in different tenses written on the 

balloons!   This was followed by an hour and a half in the classroom revising 

listening and writing skills.  Students were very enthusiastic and tried to have conversations in French and Spanish in the dining hall and around 

the site.  After our first meal in the dining room students enjoyed the giant swing and later had several games of ambush (basically hide and 

seek!)   

After a copious breakfast, Sunday morning was spent in classrooms getting to grips with the speaking and reading skills!  There were lots of    

useful revision tips shared by the staff that will help Year 11 be successful in the upcoming examinations.  Lots of games were played and lots of 

prizes were given to help motivate the students.  After another meal, the afternoon was spent in the glorious sunshine outdoors!  Students got to 

do a zip wire several times!  Mr Tawn even had a go!  The students also got to show their team work skills by doing a challenge course using 

hula hoops.  If the team worked well together they usually succeeded.   

The students (and staff) had a very tiring but enjoyable weekend that will hopefully have left them all feeling more prepared for the GCSE MFL 

exam.  



 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard 

Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club 

  

Mr Todd Tuesday break 

time 

N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after 

school 

N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Thursday break 

time 

N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break 

time 

N1O 

BK Youth 

Choir 

Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Friday after 

school 

N1O 

  

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own club/band 

up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

Extra-Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

Performing Arts News 

Stand Out 

Students (and staff alike!) have been working hard preparing for this year’s production Stand Out. Different to our previous school productions, 

Stand Out will be a cabaret style performance, with extracts from shows such as Into The Woods, Wicked, Matilda and The Greatest Showman. 

Tickets will be on sale straight after the half term holidays; get yours early to avoid missing out!  

 

 

 

 

 
Tickets are on sale now,     

available from the Finance    

Office at break times. £10 

adults, £8 concessions,  

Ticket includes small     

finger food buffet on     

tables.  



Year 11 Revision Tips 

Safeguarding Update 

In an ever changing technological world Apps are forever changing and we work with partners to promote safety advice for our pupils .  

The following article is from Parent Zone who are the experts in digital family life. They provide support and information to parents, children and 
schools, working globally to help families to navigate the internet safely and confidently. They work with parents, schools, governments and     
businesses to study, understand and address the impact of emerging technologies on young people.   

Their mission is to improve outcomes for children in a digital world, so:  

Children will be safer online. 
Children will be resilient enough to cope with the challenges of the online world. 
Children will be educated for a digital future. 

Please follow the link below to view the Three-Minute Briefing: The Momo Challenge 

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/three-minute-briefing-momo-challenge  

https://parentzone.org.uk/article/three-minute-briefing-momo-challenge







