
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 21st January 2019         N°15 
 

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been       
illustrating to families the impact of absence on a students overall attendance.  The 
Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full 
weeks missed from school each year. Every day at school is important and it is                   
detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from 
school.  Please may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not  permitted 
unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.8% 

 Year 7 - 96.9% 

 Year 8 - 95.8% 

 Year 9 - 95.6% 

 Year 10 - 95.3% 

 Year 11 - 95.3% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please contact the attendance 
officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107 

Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109 

Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming this week the children in Year 5 from Holy Family and St Michaels School.  They will spend the day with us 
experiencing a variety of opportunities ar St Wilfrid’s.  These transition days are proving very popular and we look forward to accommodating all 
our feeder primary schools over the next few weeks.   
 
Thank you in advance for your support of the Sixth Form students in their efforts to raise funds for the Sixth Form project by supporting the Non 
Uniform day on Friday 25th January. 
 
Well done to all year groups for maintaining good attendance.  Every day matters! Keep up the excellent effort this term. 
 
Yours sincerely 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  



Chaplaincy News 

Revelation Timetable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day/time Activity Where?   

  
Monday 
Break 

  
Rosary Group 

  
The Chapel 

Come and pray a scriptural decade of the 
Rosary for your own intentions and the  
intentions of our school and parish        
community. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Tuesday Break 

  
Student     

Chaplaincy 

  
Chaplaincy 

 
Have a say in the Catholic Life of 
our school, your opinion matters! 
                                        Everyone welcome. 
  

Wednesday 
8.15 – 
8.40am 

Adoration The Chapel  
Spend a few minutes in silence in the true 
presence of Christ. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Wednesday 
Break 

Lourdes      
Preparation 

Meeting 

Chaplaincy Beginning after half term all 
those taking part in the Diocesan               
Pilgrimage to Lourdes meet 

together. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 1 

Youth SVP Chaplaincy For years 7 & 8, Do you want to make a  
difference to our local and worldwide    
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 2 

SVP B-Attitude Chaplaincy For Years 9 -13, Do you want to make a   
difference to our local and worldwide     
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 

Friday 8.15am Mass Chapel Come and take part in Holy Mass  celebrated 
by one of our deanery priests. 

Chaplaincy News 

Light Fever 

 

On Thursday staff and students took part in Light Fever. They came to the chapel, lit a candle and spent 
time in prayer in the presence of Christ. Light Fever is a wonderful time for quiet reflection, music, candle 
light, prayer and encounter and happens once a month. 

 

 

On Thursday evening a group of Young people attended Revelation at Hinsley Hall in Leeds. The Theme this month is ‘Say Yes’.   We got to 
meet youth from the other Catholic schools in our diocese and have games, music, talk and prayer in friendship. The event was led by the 
Diocesan Youth Team and Fr Marc Homsey.   

 

 

 



Year 9 Injections 

In November we sent out Injection letters  (DTP (Td/iPV)        
Meningitis ACWY & MMR)  for Year 9 

These should have been signed and sent back within 7 days. We 
still have a number of students who have not returned their    
completed forms. 

Please return the completed forms ASAP as the School Nurses 
have to check all forms before the Injection date in February 

Thank You 

Unwanted Gifts/Chocolate 

A request that if anyone has any unwanted gifts, boxes of chocolates etc that they’d be willing to donate for use in our raffles/tombola for various 
fundraising events, please could students bring them to the main office.  

Empty Jam Jars 

Prince of Wales Hospice his in need of some empty jam jars for a fundraising project.  You can drop these off at reception. 

 

Bus Services 

We have received notice from WY transport of a price increase from 2nd January 2019.   

Monthly pass will be £37.80 

Weekly pass will be £10.30 

Sporting News 

A host of former pupils of St Wilfrid’s have gained International honours in what has been an incredible year for our former pupils. 

Young Starlet Abi Burton has been called up to the full England Women’s Rugby Union 7’s and been awarded a professional contract at the   
tender age of 19. However her story goes further, an outstanding all round performer whilst at school, Abi clearly has sporting ability within the 
family genes, as earlier in the year her younger twin brothers were both selected for the England Rugby League U16 side. Joe and Oliver Burton 
both left St Wilfrid’s in July to embark on their scholarships with Super League team Leeds Rhinos.  

In that same England U16 side as the Burton twins, another St Wilfrid’s pupil lined up, James Patrickson who began his scholarship at super 
league club Wakefield Trinity this summer.   

To top off the recognition at Rugby League for our ex pupils was a full England call up and his the first international appearance for Hull KR   
forward Robbie Mulhern. We were also proud and delighted as Robbie presented at the school sports awards this summer, sharing with our  
current pupils his experiences both in school and the sporting world.  

Another former pupil Louis Brown,  presented school with a framed England Rugby Union shirt and his International Cap following his U18 call up 
to squad. His excellent performances for Leeds Carnegie RFU led to his call up. We are now proud to display his gift in the school entrance. 

International swimmer Layla Black has announced her verbal commitment to the University of Florida beginning the fall of 2018 following       
completion of her Sixth Form studies. Layla attended St Wilfrid’s Catholic High School and swam for City of Leeds Swimming Club. She has  
already represented Team Great Britain on the international stage multiple times. Layla was named England Programmes Swimming Athlete of 
the Year in 2015, after having been the youngest member of the English swimming squad at the 2015 Commonwealth Youth Games in Samoa 
where she won the 100m and 200m breaststrokes and placed third in the 50m breast. Also in 2015, she won a bronze medal in the 200m breast 
at the European Junior Swimming Championships in Baku. 

July 2018 also saw the selection of Alex Foster for the Taekwondo GB Junior Development Programme. Alex trains at the National Training  
Facility in Manchester and represented GB in the Croatian Open in November whilst additionally being selected to train with the Senior GB  
Olympic team, alongside current Olympic medalists. 

Finally we are also delighted to see two outstanding young men and footballers playing their trade regularly in the Football Championship. Daniel 
Batty from Featherstone has become a regular performer for Hull City first team squad this season whilst Jamie Shackleton has emerged as a 
first team player at Leeds United with the vastly experienced Argentine manager Marco Bielsa being an admirer of his talents and rewarding his 
progress with a new contract.  

Everyone at St Wilfrid's Catholic High School are delighted to see the success of our former pupils and offer our congratulations to the pupils for 
their hard earned success and wish them well in their futures 

Fidem Servavi. 

PLEASE NOTE THERE ARE NO FIXTURES THIS WEEK 

 

 

 

 

Friday 25th January 

Fundraising to support the 

Sixth Form Project  

£1 Donation  



School transport disruption due to bad weather 

As the likelihood of adverse weather in the next couple of weeks looks increasingly likely, we are contacting you to let you know where you can 
find up to date details on service disruptions andcancellations and how you can report your own school closures to us. 

Bus operators work hard to maintain their services as circumstances allow, but decisions must be taken by them on health and safety grounds to 
ensure the wellbeing of their customers and staff. In the event of bad weather, the driver of the vehicle needs to consider whether it is safe to 
carry out the whole route or part of the route.  

All known service cancellations and disruptions will be posted on the @metrogenm twitter page and on the School service disruption 
page on the Metro website  

We will be monitoring school closures on the local council and radio websites but if a decision is made to close your school please email our   
servicedisruptions@westyorkshire-ca.gov.uk inbox and remember to copy @metrogenm in to any tweets sent. This will help us keep as many 
people informed as possible.  

Where services are running, they may be subject to delay or cancellation at short notice as a result of road conditions and traffic congestion 
caused by the bad weather. Some services will need to keep to the main roads that may be passable but some parts of the route may be missed 
out. 

 Advice for parents and carers during bad weather 

In the event of bad weather, parents or carers are advised to visit the Metro website or check the @metrogenm twitter page to find out if their  
service is running. 

If pupils live on a minor road, parents or carers should advise them to wait on a main road for a bus as buses may not be able to travel down  
minor roads that have not been cleared or gritted. 

For public buses, please also see the Travel disruption page.  

PSHCE: Real Love Rocks Unit – Years 7 to 11 

As part of our PSHCE curriculum, students across all year groups will begin a unit of work entitled Real Love Rocks over the coming weeks.  

What is Real Love Rocks? 

Real Love Rocks is a programme developed by Barnardo’s to promote healthy, safe relationships amongst children and young people. It seeks 

to raise awareness of grooming, child sexual exploitation and online safety. It has two editions to allow age appropriate learning for children and 

young people in both primary and secondary schools. 

The programme focuses on the importance of feeling free, happy and safe in future relationships. It has been designed as a preventative and 

awareness-raising tool. 

The programme is designed for 11-15 year olds and gives information and advice on these sensitive but important topics, in an appropriate way. 

Parents / carers who have any questions or concerns, please notify Mrs Reiff for further information.  

Mrs R Reiff, Assistant Headteacher – PSHCE Lead 

Year 11 Parents Evening 

Year 11 parents evening takes place on Thursday 24th January.  Appointments can be made up until Wednesday 23rd January using the online 
booking system which is accessible through the school website or the following link https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ 

There will also be an opportunity for drop in appointments with the careers team who will be present throughout the evening.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity to discuss the progress of your child and the steps required to ensure they attain their potential. 

Please take the time to provide feedback on the evening which can be found on our website or through the following link http://www.st-
wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/parent-surveys/ 

Year 8 Parents Evening 

Year 8 parents evening takes place on Thursday 7th February.  Appointments can be made from Friday 25th January up until Wednesday 6th    
February using the online booking system which is accessible through the school website or following the link above.  This is a crucial           
opportunity for you to discuss your child’s progress prior to their key stage 4 pathways evening on 7th March. 

Design & Technology 

Chocolate Tins  - A plea from Mrs Wright in the Food Technology Department; if you have any empty chocolate tins after Christmas 

can you please donate to the department. 

Headteacher Rewards 

Each week students are selected and invited to join the headteacher for breakfast on Friday mornings.   

Mathematics Students to participate in this Friday’s breakfast.: 

Harriet Whitehead, Jack Thomas, Shana Beach, Adam Batty, James Edley, Megan Farrar, Sienna Watts, Dylan Newby, Ben Duker, Annabelle 

Rooke, James Simms, Nicole France, Samuel Johnson, Cieran Ancill, Lewis Johnson, Spencer Crossley, Jenson McGreavy, Kiera Berry,     

Scarlett Doyle, Caitlin Howes, Mio Grason, Aidan Huntingdon, Joel John and Shannon Gilbertson. 

Computing_IT 

Congratulations to two of our students who have recently completed the Duke of York iDEA Bronze Award.  iDEA helps young 
people develop their digital skills through a series of online challenges.  Amelia Clegg 8G (pictured) was the first student to 
complete the award closely followed by Louis Johnson 9F. Both students have now advanced to the Silver Award.  We hope 
many more will soon be joining them in achieving the award for enterprise and digital skills.   

Well done Amelia and Louis! 

https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/
mailto:servicedisruptions@westyorkshire-ca.gov.uk
https://wymetro.com/schools/school-bus-service-changes-and-disruptions/
https://wymetro.com/plan-a-journey/travel-news/bus-travel-alerts/
https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/parent-surveys/
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/parents/parent-surveys/


 

Group  Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard 

Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech 

Club 

  

Mr Todd Tuesday break 

time 

N1Q 

After school 

Club/GCSE 

catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after 

school 

N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Wednesday break 

time 

N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Thursday break 

time 

N1M 

Liturgy Band/

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break 

time 

N1O 

BK Youth 

Choir 

Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after 

school 

N1O 

Production 

Band 

Mr McCarthy-

Bell 

Friday after 

school 

N1O 

  

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own club/band 

up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

Extra-Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

Cambridge University Year 10 Trip- January 2019 

During the first week of 2019, a selected group of St Wilfrid’s Catholic High School’s Year 10 

students took part in a group trip to the University of Cambridge. This event was funded by the 

National Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP) as part of a collaborative project      

between Airedale Academy, Castleford Academy, De Lacy Academy and St Wilfrid’s. Ten 

students from each school were lucky enough to stay overnight in the Cambridge University 

Halls of Residence, staying in Selwyn College.  

After taking part in a number of Higher Education focused activities, such as sample lectures 

in Geography (delivered by Dr Matt Wise) and design your own routine/timetable, students    

experienced broader aspects of student life during their free time around university campus. 

This involved a campus tour and socialising in the JCR room; which was great to see students 

from different schools integrating and introducing themselves to each other. Students were 

also involved a fun bowling social to demonstrate the ‘work hard-play hard’ ethos of           

independent study as an undergraduate.  

On the second day of our stay, students were given a tour of Cambridge to explore the city’s 

culture, history and facilities. Students visited the libraries, colleges and shops in the city, as this free time allowed them to develop their sense of 

independence within a new environment.  

It was pleasing to hear comments such as ‘I could actually do this’, ‘best trip ever’ and ‘can we stay a few more days’ from our students,       

demonstrating the positive impact of events like this. All students were a true credit to their schools, as Cambridge University commented on the 

value of this trip. They are also intending to publish a written blog on their website as a credit to the students on this trip.  

Students waiting for their rooms outside the Selwyn College Halls of Residence-making their own way through the gates into Higher Education! 






