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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Week: 4th December 

Thought of the Week: 

“Advent is the journey towards Bethlehem. May we let ourselves be 

drawn by the light of God made man”            Pope Francis 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

Our staff and students are busy preparing for Advent and continuing to work hard towards the 

Christmas break. During our assembly this week, we discussed our obsession with material possessions 

and how we prepare for things. We highlighted that the journey to Christmas should be one which 

prepares us as people and keeps Christ at the centre of our journey.  

There are several opportunities to help others during Advent. The Student Leadership Team have 
asked to organise a Christmas ‘Shoe Box’ collection in each form. The Chaplaincy Team are also 
collecting food in order to prepare Christmas hampers for those who may struggle this year. At this 
time of year, many people struggle to find enough money to buy food for the family. Many families get 
themselves into debt just so they can feed themselves and their children and buy a simple present to 
be opened on Christmas Day. Our Sixth Formers have been giving generously to this cause in the form 
of daily essentials – pasta, tins, cereals and personal hygiene items. We know that several families in 
our community rely on these hampers. 
 
Sixth Formers are encouraged to get involved in the festive events in the next few weeks. On Tuesday 
11th December, the annual ‘Carols Around the Tree’ takes place at the Christmas tree in North 
Featherstone. This event is organised by All Saints Church within the parish. We also have the 
opportunity to say hello to last year’s leavers, when they come back to collect their certificates. The 
Certificate Evening is the same evening as the Carol Concert, from 1730hrs on the 20th December. 
 
Attendance of Year 13 took a dip last week. This was during the tail end of the mocks. Expect a 
progression meeting if your attendance has fallen – you are now on our target list. Students, it is 
important to ensure that you have signed in if you arrive to college later in the day; that way, we can 
adjust the register and ensure that your attendance is accurate. This also helps to avoid a truancy call 
home. Attendance Matters is the feature at the end of this newsletter.  
 
Finally, UCAS deadlines are looming this week. Miss Smith has been very clear in assembly to ensure 
that students are working towards our deadline. This is the best way to get the support needed to 
check your statements and to ensure all of the sections are completely correctly. This will also help you 
to get offers from the chosen courses, as early applicants take priority in some Universities. Following 
the Christmas break, the focus of our work will shift to supporting those not applying for university and 
choosing alternative paths. 
 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Director of Sixth Form 

 

Theme of the Week: 

Advent 
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Forthcoming Events: 

 Friday 7th December   UCAS Deadline 

 Tuesday 11th December  Carols Around the Tree 

 Friday 14th December   Year 13 data collection, following Mock Exams 

 Thursday 20th December  Year 13 Certificate Evening and Carol Concert 

 Friday 21st December    Christmas Services 

 

Student of the Week is:  Emily Tang  

Recent data shows that Emily is doing very well and working hard to 

maximise her potential. Her teachers say that she has hit the ground 

running this year. Well done. 

Best Form attendance: 12 Clitherow – 95.71%   

Overall Attendance for Year 12:  92.24%    

Overall Attendance for Year 13:  84.20%   
A disappointing dip for Year 13 post-mocks. We will be working with selected individuals 

in the coming weeks to address this. 

Access to Leeds 

Look out for information from your Form Tutor for the Access to Leeds applications.  

Many universities have such arrangements but Leeds University helps students from the 

local already who may not typically go to university. Each year, students from St. 

Wilfrid’s benefit from applying to the programme: 

As an Access to Leeds student you will benefit from: 

 special consideration from admissions tutors 

 an alternative offer for your course, up to two grades lower than the standard offer 

 attending a launch event on campus to find out more about the University of Leeds 

and its facilities, and the Access to Leeds module. You will also get to meet current 

students, other access to Leeds students and attend workshops 

 access to the University’s online library and Virtual Learning Environment 

 special consideration if you apply for one of our scholarships  

 

Follow this 

link: 

https://www.l

eeds.ac.uk/inf

o/128005/app

lying/33/alter

native_admiss

ions/4 

 

Or use this 

code: 
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Attendance in the Sixth Form at St. Wilfrid’s is good and we are pleased that the vast majority 
of our students are present in every session, gaining as much insight and support as possible. 
It is easy for attendance to slip though for a few - It happens before you know it, especially 
during the winter months. Every second of time in a classroom, in front of a teacher, is 
important and will help you to achieve your best. In exceptional circumstances, when a young 
person cannot attend for a specific reason, we will work with them to provide tailored 
support. However, the biggest concern is when students miss a session here, or a day there. 
This intermittent absence is one of the key reasons for students to disengage from their 
studies and to fall behind quickly; this then creates its own issues in increasing isolation and 
low self-esteem. It is a dangerous spiral if you do not seek support. We monitor your 
attendance closely to avoid this with early intervention. However, it is ultimately up to 
students to ensure they are getting the most out of their courses. 

 

The percentages are misleading and often hide the amount of time missed: 

 

 100% Attendance 0 Days Missed 

 95% Attendance 9 Days of Absence = 1 Week and 4 Days of Learning Missed 

 90% Attendance 19 Days of Absence = 3 Weeks and 4 Days of Learning Missed 

 85% Attendance 28 Days of Absence = 5 Weeks and 3 Days of Learning Missed 

 80% Attendance 38 Days of Absence = 7 Weeks and 3 Days of Learning Missed  

 75% Attendance 46 Days of Absence = 9 Weeks and 1 Day of Learning Missed  

 

At St. Wilfrid’s, we monitor attendance closely. Students are not required to stay with us 
during the whole day if they do not have a lesson. However, it is important that they are 
present when they do. Sometimes, it is too easy to get in the habit of not turning up, when 
you have had a non-contact period. Our most successful students have found the best way 
around this is to get into the habit of spending these non-contact periods in the Sixth Form 
study working. 

Remember to swipe in with your badge when working in the study and remember to sign in 
and out, if leaving site. Above all, make sure you are in each and every session and, if you miss 
a lesson for a valid reason, that you have spoken to the subject tutor to ensure you have the 
work to catch up on. 

This week’s feature:  Attendance Matters 
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