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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Week: 17th December 

Thought of the Week: 

Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound and basic emotional memory 

within us, namely, the memory of the God who became a child. This is a healing 

memory; it brings hope.             Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, Seek That Which Is Above,1986 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

It has been a long, busy but rewarding term for both students and staff and we have been working hard right up 

to the end. The term seems to get busier in the last few weeks! 

Personally, highlights of my term were the excellent ethos shown during St Wilfrid’s Day and the regular meetings 

with the Student Leadership Team, which is proving to be beneficial to the whole of the Sixth Form. 

During this term, we are have been working on improving the Common Room environment. Students will have 

seen a few companies in measuring for new blinds and new seating. Students are keen to improve the space and 

have come up with some good suggestions. The Study is still a fantastic environment and students have been 

working to keep this a hard working place to be. We are looking to open the new laptops to work alongside the 

existing ones in the coming weeks. 

The Student Leadership Team have asked to run a Charity Week. They would like to put on some charity events 

in and around the Sixth Form throughout the week, to help raise money for Teenage Cancer Trust and other 

charities. The students had a talk this week from Lenny at Teenage Cancer Trust and he has inspired them to act. 

The talk was very informative about how to deal with cancer and support those who may be ill. It is a charity 

close to our hearts. Our Sixth Form Charity Week will take place on the week of 11th-15th February, the week 

before half term. If students have any ideas for activities, please speak to a member of the student leadership. 

Whilst students are happy that the mock season is finished and they are working on their targets for the coming 

months, some of our students are working to prepare for L3 BTEC exams in January. Good luck to students from 

the Science Level 3, whose exams start straight after the Christmas break. These are tough exams and we wish 

you luck with your preparation. If you need any support, then get in touch with the Science team, Miss Smith or 

myself.  

Good luck also to our students who have managed to secure their interviews at some very competitive 

universities and courses. We have a few students with interviews at Cambridge over the next week and the 

interviews for medicine courses are coming in. It is nice to see the offers coming back from universities for courses 

this year already, for those that met our UCAS deadlines. 

Students have been collecting food for Christmas hampers within forms during Advent and Alicia Andrusyk, from 

Year 13, has designed a great Christmas card. We are sending this to all prospective students and some partner 

schools and I am really pleased with the finished product. I have attached the design to the end of the newsletter. 

On Thursday 20th December, from 1730hrs, we are looking forward to welcoming back past students as they 

collect their certificates and have a mince pie with us. This is one of my favourite events of the year and is followed 

by our Carol Concert in the Sports Hall.  

Finally, I wish all that read the newsletter - students, parents, staff, alumni and friends of past, present and the 

future! - a very happy and holy Christmas.  

Andrew Lewis 

 

Theme of the Week: 

 

The Birth of Christ 
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Forthcoming Events: 

 Friday 14th December   Year 13 data collection, following Mock Exams 

 Monday 17th December  Medicine programme workshop 

 Thursday 20th December  Year 13 Certificate Evening and Carol Concert 

 Friday 21st December    Christmas Services 

 Monday 7th January   College Opens 

 Monday 7th January   Level 3 Exams begin – BTEC Science 

 Tuesday 15th January   Year 12 Progression Module Plus visit to Leeds Becket 

 

 

Student(s) of the Week: Emily Hartshorne and Alex Roberts 

A collective award for the hard work and dedication from two of our Health and Social 

Care students.  They have been working hard in different outreach projects. They are 

supporting Lourdes, have helped with the visits from local Year 5 students and visiting 

care homes to bring some festive cheer. 

Brilliant community spirit – so very well done you two and thanks from sixth form staff! 

 

Student Leadership Team – Term highlights 

I asked the student leaders about their highlights from the term and the biggest challenges, which 

they have overcome. Here are their responses: 

“We were really pleased by the turnout for the 6th Form Open Evening. St Wilfrid’s students did a 

really good job of helping out on the evening and talking about the subjects with passion” 

“We loved St. Wilfrid’s Day. There was a great atmosphere within the Sixth Form and the 

day as a celebration of who we are. We enjoyed continuing to celebrate into the evening!” 

“The Biology Field trip to Blencartha was really good fun. I never expected 

to laugh so much whilst counting snails!” 

“I was really pleased to complete my UCAS. It was really rewarding to get it finished and to now 

start seeing the offers come in. I have a few interviews to prepare for now and I am pleased that 

the hard work is paying off” 

“I found the preparation from mocks really stressful and I am pleased that they were 

people around to turn to – both friends and teachers. It has helped me prepare for the 

summer” 

“Getting the UCAS off by the deadline was stressful. Thanks to Miss Smith for really helping with my 

personal statement and Sheelagh for checking it so thoroughly” 
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Our Sixth Form Christmas Card was designed by Alicia Andrusyk in Year 13 
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