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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Week: 26thNovember 

Thought of the Week: 

“It’s not whether you get knocked down, it’s whether you get up.”  

–Vince Lombardi 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

With mocks over for Year 13, we hurtle towards Advent with speed. The term is going very fast and we need to 

maximise every opportunity we can to succeed. It starts by being there, in every lesson, every time. There has 

been a dip in Year 12 attendance this week and that needs to change. Year 13 had an improvement through the 

mocks – well done. It is important to keep this momentum up in the coming weeks. Each and every morning 

may feel like Lombardi’s quote at the top of this newsletter but it is important to keep turning in and working 

hard. Remember, that if you are late to the college then you must sign in with the administration desk in the 

Sixth Form Study. Without this, you will get a truancy call. If you leave, for whatever reason, please make sure 

you sign out. 

The UCAS deadline is only a few weeks away. Now that mocks have finished, if you are applying to university, 

you will need to get your skates on. Miss Smith will help to check and read every Personal Statement, as long as 

you are within the deadline. However, there have been less applications than usual at this stage, perhaps due to 

the mocks. Now is the time to pick up the pace.  

It is great that we are well resourced in the study. The laptops are there for everyone to use, as well as the 

desktop computers. However, if you borrow a laptop you must return it so that it can be placed on charge for 

someone else. It is very frustrating spending time picking up laptops that haven’t been returned. I am sure we 

can use this energy elsewhere to support you elsewhere. The Sixth Form Leadership Team have requested that 

you are given access to the new laptops. This cannot happen until current laptops are returned and they are 

looked after. 

We are looking to improve the Sixth Form Common Room environment. You may have seen that there has been 

somebody measuring up for new blinds. The sofas will also be replaced; it will be important that these are 

looked after. This comes as a request from your Student Leadership Team. 

For prospective students, individual subjects will be holding a form time drop in session for Year 11 students 

throughout December. The purpose is to give the Year 11 students an opportunity to speak with heads of 

subject and current Year 12/13 students regarding the delivery of Sixth Form lessons. If you would like to get 

involved and help encourage young people to take the subject you enjoy, then speak to the subject leaders 

about when the session for their subject is. Year 11 students will be receiving the appointment times soon. 

If you didn’t know already, we have a Student App. The app has your timetable/calendar, your school email 

account linked and is a way we can communicate with students to ensure that you don’t miss out on anything.  

Students tell us that it is helpful to keep on top of homework and exam timetables. Some groups have been to 

the Study to sign up to the app during form, however the news of this tool didn’t spread from here. Therefore, 

we will be beginning a programme of asking forms to start the day in the study, where we can guide you 

through the download and get you started.  

Finally, this week’s feature in the newsletter is the benefits of volunteering, with some advice from NCVO. It 

goes without saying that non-paid work can go a great deal to enhance your applications. However, that is not 

the only reason to consider it. It also shows an enormous amount about what kind of person you are and will 

help those who are desperate for it. If you can spare the time, consider it. I have added some worthy local 

volunteering opportunities to the article. Look out for opportunities in college…there are plenty of them! 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Theme of the Week: 

Christ the King 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=20SWzEZM&id=88D9E60AC0F43314122D4F20B5C4F97CD1924EC9&thid=OIP.20SWzEZM5rTw0xVQ7jnP0wHaHa&mediaurl=http://blog.agilebits.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Twitter.png&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=twitter&simid=608056024647208846&selectedIndex=0


 
@SWSixthForm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Forthcoming Events (not to be missed)! 

 Tuesday 27th November   GCSE Certificate Collection 

 Wednesday 28th November  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 Wednesday 28th November  University of Leeds Workshop – Medicine students 

 Friday 30th November   Feast of St Andrew 

 Monday 3rd December  College/School Closed (in lieu of Open Day) 

 Monday 10th December   Year 12 Data Report sent home 

 UCAS Deadline 

 Friday 14th December   Year 13 data collection, following Mock Exams 

 Thursday 20th December  Year 13 Certificate Evening and Carol Concert 

 

Student of the Week is:  Emine Durmus  

Tutors agree that she turns up to every lesson prepared, focused and 

determined to do well. Well done Emine 

Best Form attendance: 13 More   

Overall Attendance for Year 12:  93.2%    

Overall Attendance for Year 13:  97.1%   
 

Access to Leeds 

Look out for information from your Form Tutor for the Access to Leeds applications.  

Many universities have such arrangements but Leeds University helps students from the 

local already who may not typically go to university. Each year, students from St. 

Wilfrid’s benefit from applying to the programme: 

As an Access to Leeds student you will benefit from: 

 special consideration from admissions tutors 

 an alternative offer for your course, up to two grades lower than the standard offer 

 attending a launch event on campus to find out more about the University of Leeds 

and its facilities, and the Access to Leeds module. You will also get to meet current 

students, other access to Leeds students and attend workshops 

 access to the University’s online library and Virtual Learning Environment 

 special consideration if you apply for one of our scholarships  

 

Follow this 

link: 

https://www.l

eeds.ac.uk/inf

o/128005/app

lying/33/alter

native_admiss

ions/4 

 

Or use this 

code: 
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People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons. For some it offers the chance to give 
something back to the community or make a difference to the people around them. For 
others it provides an opportunity to develop new skills or build on existing experience and 
knowledge. Regardless of the motivation, what unites them all is that they find it both 
challenging and rewarding. 

The films illustrate the diverse range of volunteering opportunities available, and the different 
people who give their time. 

Below are some of the reasons people choose to volunteer. For some it provides an opportunity 
to: 

 

 Give something back to an organisation that has impacted on a person's life, either directly 
or indirectly 

 Make a difference to the lives of others 

 Help the environment 

 Help others less fortunate or without a voice 

 Feel valued and part of a team 

 Spend quality time away from work or a busy lifestyle 

 Gain confidence and self-esteem 

 

For some, volunteering can be a route to employment, or a chance to try something new which 
may lead to a career change. From this perspective, volunteering can be a way of: 

 Gaining new skills, knowledge and experience 

 Developing existing skills and knowledge 

 Enhancing a CV 

 Improving one's employment prospects 

 Gaining an accreditation 

 Using one's professional skills and knowledge to benefit others (usually described as pro 
bono) 

For others, volunteering appeals because of its social benefits. These include: 

 Meeting new people and making new friends 

 A chance to socialise 

 Getting to know the local community 

 

Find out more by visiting the ncvo website at: www.ncvo.org.uk 

 

Or follow the QR Code below for inspirational videos from their YouTube Channel: 

This week’s feature: Why Volunteer? 
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