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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Week: 19thNovember 

Thought of the Week: 

“A river cuts through a rock not because of its power, but because of 

its persistence”  Winston Churchill 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

A difficult week for our Year 13 students, who are in the midst of their Mock Exams. Well done for working hard 

to prepare for them. They are important in helping you and your teachers work out what to do in terms of skills 

and knowledge for the coming term. If in doubt – look up Winston Churchill quotes about keeping strong and 

finding it easier on the other side! Mocks continue into next week for Year 13.  

Quotes are being sought for some cosmetic improvements to the Sixth Form Common Room, to include new 

blinds and some new seating, following a request from the Student Leadership Team.  

The first full data collection for Year 12 will be taken shortly in order to see how students are settling into their 

courses. The Achievement Meeting is scheduled next week to highlight target students and also coordinate 

intervention from subjects. These are very useful meetings. Information will be shared with parents and sent 

home on the 10th December. 

We had our Open Evening for Sixth Form on Thursday 15th November and really enjoyed meeting prospective 

students. Thank you to those who took the time to have a look around and to the sixth form students who 

worked on the evening to show the real community spirit of St. Wilfrid’s. 

There is some improved attendance this week from Year 13, during the mock season. However, there is a dip in 

Year 12. You can be assured that our sixth form team will continue to chase individual attendance concerns with 

students. If you are student reading this in the ‘danger zone’, then expect a call. Well done to 12 Fisher again for 

a second week running. 

Please forgive our Student Leadership Team for a lack of update this week – they have been rather busy with 

mock exams. Thanks to members of the team who travelled to Thomas a Beckets to give the assembly and for 

your contributions to Open Evening. 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Director of Sixth Form 

 
Forthcoming Events (not to be missed)! 

 Monday 12th November  Year 13 mock exams begin 

 Wednesday 21st November Senior Maths Challenge – Doncaster 

 Thursday 22nd November  Year 12 Achievement Meeting, following recent data collection 

 Tuesday 27th November   GCSE Certificate Collection 

 Wednesday 28th November Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 Wednesday 28th November University of Leeds Workshop 

 Friday 30th November  Feast of St Andrew 

 Monday 3rd December  College/School Closed (in lieu of Open Day) 

 Monday 10th December   Year 12 Data Report sent home 

 UCAS Deadlines approaching!!! 

 

Theme of the Week: 

In remembrance of 

those who have died 
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Year 12 Updates From Mr O’Rourke: 

Year 12 have had their folder checks and updates on 

their work experience this week. Some folders will need 

improving and I have given some students two weeks to 

get this sorted.  Work experience  needs to be organised 

by the end of this term and as previously mentioned this 

needs checking. Pupils will be receiving their data this 

week and next week you will receive the first report 

sent home with progress indicators and comments from 

staff.  

B. O’Rourke 

Year 13 Updates From Miss Smith: 

Keep the UCAS applications coming in! I appreciate 

that the mocks have been keeping you busy but 

don’t forget the UCAS checks and deadlines are 

coming.  

Thank you to Year 13s who gave their time to work 

on our Open Evening – this support is really 

appreciated. 

 

C. Smith 

 

We have had a lot of queries about how to start a Personal Statement for University Applications. Our 

friends at Huddersfield University have helped us to compile a list of the key mistakes and issues they 

experience. Remember that every personal statement and application will be checked, if you meet the 

deadlines in December. Below is a list of advice: 

 'Don't waste time trying to think of a catchy opening; it's often a complete turn-off.' 

 'Your interest in the course is the biggest thing. Start with why you chose it.'  

 'The best personal statements get to the point quickly.' 

 'Start with a short sentence that captures the reason why you are interested in studying the 

area you are applying for and that communicates your enthusiasm for it.'  

 'Go straight in. Why are you excited about studying this course?' 

 'The opening is your chance to introduce yourself, to explain your motivation for studying the 

course and to demonstrate your understanding of it.' 

 'It's your enthusiasm for the course we want to know about. Start with that.' 

 'Write what comes naturally.' 

 'What you want to study and why should be in the first two sentences. What excites you about the 

course and why do you want to learn about it more?' 

 'Be specific from line one.' 

 'Talk about you and your enthusiasm for the subject from the very start.'  

 'In your opening paragraph you need to show that you know what you are applying for. Don't 

waffle or say you want to study something just because it's interesting. Explain what you find 

interesting about it.'  

 'It's much better to engage us with something interesting, relevant, specific and current in your 

opening line, not 'from a young age' or 'I have always wanted to'. Start with what's inspiring you 

now, not what inspired you when you were six.' 
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Student of the Week is: 

Eve Ambler – for her dedication and commitment to achieving her 

very best. 

Best Form attendance: 12 Fisher – 97.48%  

Overall Attendance for Year 12:  93.4%    

Overall Attendance for Year 13:  95.8%   

A Level History 

History has been a popular and active part of the Sixth Form curriculum for many years. The team are 
proud of their reputation for going above and beyond for students, the strong team work in delivering 
the content and the fact that many historians enjoy it so much that they continue to study the subject 

at University. Students work hard in this difficult but well-respected subject. 

Tracey Tomlinson 

Head of Department 
She has taught A Level for 17 

Years! 
Has taught all aspects of A 
Level but particularly loves 

teaching the Tudors 

Vicky Watson 

She has been with the 
department for 4 years and 

teaches Russia. 
Never stops eating! 

Andrew Lewis 

He started teaching A Level 
With Mrs T. 17 years ago 
and has delivered a bit of 

everything. Favourite 
subjects are Civil Rights and 

Tudors 

Key Information: 
Exam Board: AQA 

The course consists of 3 components, studied over 2 years. The consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty, 

1485-1603 follows the reigns of Henry VII, VIII, Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I and uses skills of 

contextual interpretation analysis and essay argument. The second component follows the Russian 

Revolution and establishment of dictatorship between 1919-1953 and developed the skills of source 

evaluation and essay argument; both of these are worth 40% each. The final component, is an Non-

Examined Assessment on Civil Rights in the US, worth 20% and challenging students to a historical 

investigation. 

“This course is 
enthralling and 

fascinating! The students 
in the subject are all 

interested, which makes 
for a great learning 

environment” 
Callum – current Year 13 

“Our A Level History 
course is challenging 
and exciting, with the 

support from the 
enthusiastic staff it is a 

subject I enjoy 
immensely” 

Lucy –13 

“History A level allows you 
to explore topics in great 
detail with like-minded 
people in a small friendly 
environment while the 
skills you learn will prepare 
you well for University life” 

Mrs. Tomlinson –  
Head of Faculty 
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