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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Week: 5th November 

Thought of the Week: 

“The individual who says it’s not possible, should move out of the 

way of those doing it”                  Tricia Cunningham 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

I would like to personally extend my thanks to all sixth formers for their conduct, sharp dress sense and for creating a 

fabulous atmosphere during our St Wilfrid’s Day celebrations. I was delighted with our community, the shared sense of 

belonging and our love for St. Wilfrid on the day. You did us proud. Highlights of my day include a heartfelt ‘Hail to St 

Wilfrid’ in Mass and the impromptu conga during our afternoon celebrations. What a special community! Thanks to the 

Sixth Form Leadership Team for working so hard on the afternoon. 

Our Open Evening is soon – so please spread the word about the awesome community at St Wilfrid’s. We would hate to 

think that young people would consider to go to another college, thinking that size is everything! 

Now back on with the hard work and study. Year 13 mocks are around the corner. Remember, this is an opportunity to 

show progress since the last mocks at the end of Year 12. If you were disappointed with the outcomes of these mocks, then 

now is your chance to ensure thorough preparation and do your very best. They really do help tutors to determine the key 

skills and content which needs to be worked on towards the end of the Year 13 courses.  

For Year 12, you should be well-settled in your courses and working hard – your Year 12 mocks will come around soon 

enough. Please make sure that you are investigating work experience options and ensuring that the Progression Module is 

also coming along – your tutor will remind you of the specific deadlines here.  

This is a very busy term, with plenty of opportunities to get involved with different activities. Check the forthcoming events 

section – don’t miss out on opportunities to help enrich your overall experience and support your UCAS applications.  

Open Evening is next week, on the 15th November, with a talk beginning at 1830 in the Sports Hall. If you are a prospective 

student, we would love you to come. It is so important to be well-informed about your next, exciting step. Coming to the 

Open Evening will help you see how much support there is on offer at St Wilfrid’s, the fact that we know and work with 

every student to achieve their best and the fantastic community spirit of the Sixth Form. We would love to see you there. 

 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Director of Sixth Form 

 

Forthcoming Events (not to be missed)! 

 Monday 5th November   GCSE Maths and English resits (until the 12th November) 

 Tuesday 6th November  Year 12 students Health and Social First Aid Training 

 Tuesday 6th November  Year 13 Senior Maths Challenge 

 Friday 9th November  Remembrance Service, Featherstone Town Centre 

 Monday 12th November  Year 13 mock exams begin 

 Monday 12th November  National Parliament Week 

 Tuesday 13th November  Year 13 Finance Talk (Theatre) 

 Wednesday 14th November Assembly at St Thomas a Beckets 

 Thursday 15th November  Sixth Form Open Evening 

 Thursday 22nd November  Progression Module Graduation 

 

Theme of the Week: 

All Saints 
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Year 12 Updates From Mr 

O’Rourke: 

I hope that year 12 had an 

enjoyable and restful half term 

and are now ready for a push up 

to Christmas. This term we will 

be reviewing progress in Subject 

areas with data imminent for 

most subjects and an overall 

review of the Progression 

Module so far. Students need to 

start organising their work 

experience for July and 

confirming what they are doing. 

This cannot be left until the last 

minute as checks need to be 

done on the place they will be 

going. Next Friday we will be 

receiving our first set of interim 

grades which will also be shared 

home with parents and reviewed 

by form tutors. 

 

 

 

 

 

B. O’Rourke 

Year 13 Updates From Miss Smith: 

Mock exams are looming for Y13 and students should have a 

revision timetable planned out for the next few weeks. If any 

students are struggling to organise this then they can seek advice 

from their form tutor, subject teachers or head of year to assist 

them with their planning. 

UCAS applications need completing as soon as possible. Many 

universities are already interviewing and issuing offers and we want 

St Wilfrid’s students to be at the top of these lists! 

Another reminder to look into “Access to Leeds” criteria to see if 

you are eligible for a reduced grades offer from Leeds University as 

part of their Widening Participation scheme. More info available 

here : 

https://www.leeds.ac.uk/info/128005/applying/33/alternative_adm

issions/2 

Representatives from Leeds University will be in school  on 

Wednesday 28th November (12:40-1:40pm) to deliver a Medical 

Ethics workshop to our prospective Medicine applicants. 

And finally, thank you to all Y13 students for the effort they went to 

for St Wilfrid’s day. Many staff commented on how the year group 

had done the school proud with their appearance and behaviour on 

the day. In the afternoon the sense of community and atmosphere 

in the 6th form area was fantastic to see, with some very 

enthusiastic performances on the karaoke as well. Rumour has it 

Simon Cowell is interested in some of the talent that was on show 

that day…  

 

C. Smith 

 

Year 12 Geography Update 

Year 12 geographers had a productive and enjoyable day at Newmillerdam last 

week. They spent the morning walking around the woods and taking 

measurements to calculate the volume of the trees in the area. They then used 

these calculations to work out how much carbon is stored in the trees and the 

woods in total. The students worked incredibly hard and have gained valuable 

fieldwork experience, as well as a deeper understanding of the Carbon Cycle topic 

of their A Level. 
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“Geography gives you 
so many skills that are 
relatable to other 
subjects and real life”  

Kristian – Year 13  

 

“It allows you to think 
more in depth and 
critically about 
situations that are 
going on in the world 
we live in”  

Olivia Year 13 

 

“Geography is superbly 
complimentary – it has 
mathematical elements, 
uses English skills, scientific 
and factual points and 
studies about people and 
humanities. It goes with 
everything!” 

Claudia Year 13  
 

Student of the Week is Emily Tang – for her excellent organisation 

and commitment to her studies so far  

Best Form attendance: 12 Fisher – 97.12%  

Overall Attendance for Year 12:  93.18%    

Overall Attendance for Year 13:  92.23%   

Subject in Profile: A Level Geography 
 
Geography is a hands on approach to understanding  the complexities and developments in the world in which 
we live. The world is phenomenal and ever changing. The landscapes and human interactions we experience 
everyday are fascinating and confusing at the same time! Geography helps you to make sense of the world 
around you. It is up to date, relevant and a perfect subject for people who learn by discovery and enquiry. 
Geography will help you get to grips with some of the big questions which affect our world and understand the 
social, economic and physical forces and processes which shape and change our world. Geography is incredibly 
varied and the branches of human, physical and environmental Geography have a vast array of interactions that 
make the subject accessible to students studying any range of A Levels and KS5 courses.  
The use of fieldwork is an important part of Geography. Whether you go locally or get a chance to travel further 
away it is an excellent opportunity to experience some of the things you have learnt about in class, see things 
differently and of course have some fun! 
 

We follow AQA specification, which gives you a chance to study current and relevant topics: 
Physical Geography covers 3 topics: Water and Carbon cycles (flooding, wild fires and volcanic activity influence 
on the carbon cycle and water and carbon in the tropical rainforest); Desert landscapes and processes; Hazards 
(volcanic and seismic hazards, tropical storms and their causes, multi hazard environments).  
Human Geography covers 3 topics:  Global systems and governance (international trade and world markets, 
globalisation, sustainable development and governance of Antarctica); Changing places (important of place and 
influence of places); Contemporary Urban Environments (urbanisation, pollution and urban micro climates, 
urban planning and sustainable growth, economic and social well being).  
 

Sarah Messa  

BA (Hons) Geography from the 
University of Leeds. Teaching A 
level Geography for 6 years, 
delivering all areas of the course, 
with a particular interest in urban 
change, demographics, 
sustainability and planning for the 
future. 

Michael Williams 

BSc (Hons) Geography from 
Salford University. Has taught 
A level Geography for 10 years. 
In the past delivered all aspects 
of an A level course but 
specialises more recently on 
the scientific  elements and 
physical geography side of the 
course. 

Danielle Moorhouse 

Head of Geography 

  
BSc (Hons) Geography from University of 
Lancaster. Has been teaching A level Geography 
for 9 years. Teaches all aspects of the course, 
enjoys and specialises most on the interactions 
between human & physical geography & the 
mathematical skills necessary to be a successful 
Geographer.  
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