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St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Issue 1: 

Thought of the Week: 

“Working hard is important. But there is something that matters 

even more: believing in yourself”                      J.K Rowling 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

Thank you for taking the time to read the first edition of our Sixth Form newsletter. The purpose of this weekly update is to give both 

students and parents the key information you need. This newsletter is to ensure that all key information is collated int o one place, to 

help students to keep focused on their task of making excellent progress. The sixth form staff and students are a fabulous community 

and work hard for each other to help all achieve our best and we would also like to use this letter to also to highlight and celebrate our 

successes.   

I am very proud of this Sixth Form. It provides something unique and offers young people an ideal environment to make progress. It 

offers, and will continue to offer, students with opportunities to learn in a stimulating environment, which our competitors simply cannot 

match. The Sixth Form team and specialist tutors know how to support our young people to do their very best. We don’t give up  on 

students easily. 

In recent weeks, students have been working hard on settling into their courses. Students in Year 12 have settled very well into their 

programmes of study, with only a small number of changes to their original choices. Year 13 have returned, following the Progression 

Interviews at the end of last year and have hit-the-ground-running in terms of starting their courses. Now that our census data has been 

sent to the DfES, students are not able to change their courses. 

It has been wonderful to see such a settled community and I would like to thank all students for really buying into the spirit of the 

college. You are all very able young people and we hope that your journey continues to be a success. With your hard work and 

determination, and a little perseverance when times become hard, you will be rewarded with some great grades.  

Remember, that it is important to maximise your time in college. Minimise your time spent in the Common Room and make sure that 

you are in the Sixth Form study as much as possible. Remember also to swipe in, when studying in the study, as we will be checking this 

to ensure that you are studying when you do not have a lesson. Every second counts.  

We are pleased this week to have appointed the Student Leadership Team. There will be a section each week within this newslet ter to 

update you from their perspective.  

Every week, the newsletter will also have a calendar of forthcoming events, so that both students and parents don’t miss out on 

opportunities.  

There will be other regular features, including updates from the Directors of Year and Higher Education and Careers, as well as some 

guest features. I hope you enjoy the newsletter and it helps support you on your journey through this wonderful Sixth Form.  

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Director of Sixth Form 

 Forthcoming Events (not to be missed)! 

 Tuesday 2nd October Year 13 Teacher Data and Review 

 Thursday 4th October  Higher Education Evening (with a Presentation starting at 18.30 in the Theatre) 

 Saturday 6th October Open Day  

 Thursday 18th October Year 13 Parents’ Evening – students have appointment sheets 

 Tuesday 16th October Year 12 and 13 singing rehearsal for Wilfs Day 

 Thursday 18th October  BKCAT Mass at St. Benedicts 

 Thursday 25th October  St. Wilfrid’s Day 

 Monday 5th November  GCSE Maths and English resits (until the 12th November) 

 Monday 12th October Year 13 mock exams begin 

Theme of the Week: 

Harvest 
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Year 12 Updates From Mr O’Rourke: 

It has been an excellent start for year 12 and students 

have made a very positive beginning to their studies 

at college. We have been focusing on work 

experience and careers for the first term and this has 

been helped by the new system we have in place to 

monitor their progress. The Grofar system enables 

students to email careers if they need help and 

continually updates them with career opportunities. 

Work experience will take place in the last two weeks 

of term next summer 2019 but vital students 

organise this now particularly for careers such as 

Medicine, Nursing and Teaching. 

We are also running the Progression Module which 

helps students with university or apprenticeships 

applications and gives them the opportunity to 

explore and research either option. Throughout the 

term students will be meeting their form tutor to 

discuss their progress in subjects, work experience 

and organisation. 

The students have settled on their subject choices 

now and now need to maximise their study time in 

college and at home.     B A O’Rourke 

Year 13 Updates From Miss Smith: 

Y13 have settled in well since our return in September and 

are focused and determined to achieve their goals. Many 

students gained valuable experience during the summer 

months from University summer schools, work experience 

and working abroad. It is great to see students taking 

advantage of the opportunities offered to them.  

We have our Higher Education evening this Thursday. 

Parents and students will get a comprehensive overview of 

the UCAS process at St Wilfrid’s along with advice and 

guidance on university choices and student finance. 

Students applying for Medicine and Biomedical Science 

attended a workshop in school on Wednesday morning, 

organised by our NCOP representative to help prepare 

them for interviews for these courses. More events like 

this will take place this year. 

The first UCAS application of this year has already been 

sent. Students are working on personal statements and 

completing their applications. The final deadline for 

completion is 7th December, but we expect our students to 

have sent them long before this date. Advice is available 

any time from tutors or me as head of year, for students 

who may be struggling to decide on appropriate courses. 

         C. Smith 

Higher Education and Careers: 

Our students in the Sixth Form benefit from a number of ways to obtain advice on their future progression 

routes. Over the next few weeks, SLT will be speaking to each Year 11 students to find out what their intentions 

are next year. St Wilfrid’s values our current Year 11 and would love as many students to pick St Wilfrid’s as their 

FE provider.  

We are delighted with the destination data of last year’s Year 13. A number of students gained places on 

prestigious courses, as well as two students who currently begin their new lives at Cambridge University. Our 

progression to Russell Group universities is one of the best in the area, with around 25% of our student accepting 

their places; over 80% of our students progress to university. 

Our Sixth Form team will support every student through their UCAS process. We are proud that this is one of our 

unique features – no UCAS application will be submitted until it passes our checking process. We believe that this 

helps our young people get ahead in competitive the application process. In the next few weeks, Year 13 will be 

completing their UCAS applications and submitting them the personal statements to Form Tutors to be checked. 

They are also verified by the hard-working Director of Year, Miss Smith 

We also have a careers team in school to support students with independent advice and guidance, as well as a 

dedicated NCOP officer to support some students with Higher Education ambitions. 
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“This is subject is hard 
but explained really 
well by passionate 

teachers” 
Ben – now training as 

a pilot 

“This team is amazing! 

They know your 
strengths and 

weaknesses and 
dedicate a lot of time to 
help push me further” 
Trizzha – now studying 

Maths at UCL 

“The staff in Maths are 
very supportive. I love this 

subject because it is 
challenging and the 

satisfaction you get when 
you finally get the answer 

right is extremely 
rewarding” 

Rob – now studying at 
Cambridge 

Student Leadership Team Update 

Each week, our Student Leadership feature will update students (and parents) on their work and aspects of 

our school community they group are working on. The team of leaders, representing the student body, will 

also be able to highlight their journey through the Sixth Form. They have recently been appointed and the 

sixth form team would like to congratulate them on their efforts during the application process.  

For now, introducing the team: 

Head Girl     Head Boy 

Isabel Taylor     David Burrows 

Student Leadership: Claudia Hickman; Grace Beamer; Emily Whitehouse; James Cotter; Kristian St Ange; 

Charlie Norris; Alfie Norris 

 

 
Subject in Focus:    Mathematics 

“Maths is everywhere. And Maths can take you anywhere and everywhere you want to go. Want close-knit groups? 
Check. Want support that goes above and beyond? Check. Got designs on a top University? Check. Want a subject 
that will both challenge and motivate? Check. Want a highly experienced, enthusiastic teaching team? Check. Want a 
thoroughly positive experience? Check.” 
 

Exam Board: AQA 

A Level Mathematics is an academically demanding but rewarding course that develops analytical and problem-

solving skills. The course has an emphasis on Pure content that will include algebra, functions, trigonometry and 

calculus. Alongside this, there is also Mechanics and Statistical content that will include vectors, Newton’s laws, 

moments, statistical sampling, distributions, data interpretation and hypothesis testing. Further Maths pushed you 

way beyond your perceived limits.  

 

Student of the Week:  Evelyine Jose 

A very hardworking young person and dedicated to doing well – the first to get her UCAS application in! 

Best Form attendance:   12 Clitherow – 100% (followed closely by 13G at 99.5%!)  

Overall Attendance for Year 12:   95.13% 

Overall Attendance for Year 13:  96.69% 
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