
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 1st October 2018                                      N°3 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Thank you to the students who have represented the school at various different events last week including the Leeds Playhouse, the geography 
field trips and the Pilgrimage to Walsingham.  It was wonderful to receive positive feedback, reporting how exceptional our students are in terms 
of conduct, appearance and manners. Thank you to all St Wilfrid’s students for being such ambassadors for the school. 
 
Saturday 6th October at 10:30am is open day for St Wilfrid’s.  Thursday 15th November 6:30pm - 8:30pm is open evening for the Sixth Form.  
The staff and students look forward to meeting many families at both these events.  They are a perfect opportunity for families to visit and      
experience a community which holds strong values and a passion for the academic and personal development of each child.   
 
The staff at St Wilfrid’s take great pride in our students and their achievements.  We are delighted to be able to regularly celebrate their success 
in every respect of school life.  As many of you are familiar, we hold a long successful history of students making the progression to continue 
their further education at the prestigious Russel Group universities.  Each  academic year, students are encouraged and supported to apply to 
both Oxford and Cambridge university.  Each year we are successful in securing such university offers.  Our students are also successful in 
achieving rare opportunities to study at Harvard university and universities in Spain.  It is an absolute joy and privilege to witness such           
outstanding achievements from our students each year.   
 
It is testimony to the school community, with its high standards, expectations, outstanding pastoral care and support centred on the teachings of 
Christ that many colleagues, including myself have made a purposeful choice to select St Wilfrid’s as their preferred school for both main school 
and for the post 16 provision.  
 
The staff and I look forward to meeting you in the very near future. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact of absence on a students 
overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. 
Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please 
may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  96.3% 

 Year 7 - 98.1% 

 Year 8 - 96.3% 

 Year 9 - 95.7% 

 Year 10 - 95.8% 

 Year 11 - 95.5% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please contact the attendance 
officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107 

Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109 

Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 



Sporting News - Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport & Bus Information 

Please follow the link below to the school website for a reminder of the new study bus times and all other 
bus timetables. 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/ 

 
520 SWILLINGTON BUS—FROM MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 

A VALID BUS PASS MUST BE SHOWN TO THE DRIVER WHEN BOARDING 

If you have any questions regarding this service or the purchase a pass please contact finance office 

We have had reports that the 476 bus is sometimes over capacity and not letting students on.  We would like to make parents aware that there 
is a 144 and 146 service from Pontefract Bus Station which drops off and picks up from the bus stops at the front of school.  We have attached 
the timetable for your reference, please encourage students to use these services to free up space for students travelling onwards on the 476 
that have no other bus available  

Can we remind parents that if dropping students off in the morning by car, please use the bus bay car park only.  The main entrance is for staff 
and visitors and not student drop offs.  When dropping students in the bus bay in the morning parents are asked to drive down the centre of the 
bus bay car park and drop students off at the far side of the car park to avoid any congestion for buses next to school.   

On an evening we respectfully request  that no cars enter our car parks until after 3.30 to collect students.  Please be aware students should use 
the level crossing and therefore extra care here is requested. 

Chaplaincy News 

Thank you to Fr Mark Naughton to for saying our last form Mass on Thursday, 7 Ward had a wonderful day of recollection in the chaplaincy which 
ended in Mass. It was lovely way to celebrate the start of a new chapter in the lives of our Year 7 students, made all the more special by the  
parents and family members that attended Mass with us. 

Students from Years 9, 10 and 11 joined the Diocese of Leeds in the annual Pilgrimage to Walsingham at the weekend. We will keep all our  
community in our prayers. Photos to follow in the next newsletter.  

Sims Activities 

We are now using SIMS ACTIVITIES to register any pupils taking part in activities after school.  As we develop the use of this system you will 
receive an email notification if your child has expressed interest or has been invited to attend any of these after school activities.  Please accept 
or decline the invitation if you receive this notification via email. Please be aware that pupils should not be staying on the school site at the end 
of the school day unless an activity has been organised and parental permission has been provided. 

Student Voice 

Student Voice is up and running again for the new academic year and we have a good mixture of upper school       
students who have been supporting Student Voice for several years now, and those from Year 8 and Year 7 who are 
new to the group this term. The group couldn’t survive without new members, so it is great to see the venture continue 
to be well supported. So far this term, we have already collated the results of a social media survey for Mr, Beck, Head 
of Year 10 and this coming week will also see the welcome return of the ever popular Student Shout Out, where our 
students are given the opportunity to thank and celebrate the hard work their teachers put in to delivering their lessons. 

Girls      

Date Tuesday 2nd  Wednesday 26th 

Year group Y7-9 Y10, 11 

Sport Netball Netball 

Member of staff KDE, KBL, EJA, JHO KDE, KBL, EJA 

Where it is St Wilfrids Kings 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 3:30pm 

Boys          

Date Tuesday 2nd Tuesday 2nd Wednesday 3rd Wednesday 3rd 

Year group Y8  Y7 Y11 Y7 

Sport Football Rugby Football Football 

Member of staff NAT IMC RTR ELG 

Where it is Kettlethorpe St Wilfs St wilfs Stwilfrids 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/


Attitude to Learning Monitoring 

Since the start of the academic year all students have received an ‘Attitude to Learning’ grade at the end of each lesson.  This allows us to    
monitor behaviour for learning within all lessons whilst ensuring that students are rightly rewarded for positive approaches to their studies across 
the curriculum.  Students will continue to receive P2, P3, P4 and P5 achievements alongside these Attitude to Learning grades / credits.   

The grades are awarded on the following 5-1 scale with a minimum expected standard being a grade 4 (Good).  The grades that students are 
awarded will associate to the credits in the table below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every two weeks students will then be rewarded a set number of achievement points based upon their total number of credits received over that 
time.  Achievement points will be allocated using the following credit ‘band’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first batch of achievement points have been awarded to students and reflect attitudes to their studies over the first two full weeks of school. 
Please see the Parent App for details. 

Grade Standard Credits 

5 Excellent +3 

4 Good +1 

3 Requires Improvement -1 

2 Below Expectations -2 

1 Unacceptable -3 

Credits Achievement Points 

≤ 30 Credits -20 

≤ 40 Credits -10 

≥ 50 Credits +50 

≥ 60 Credits +60 

≥ 70 Credits +70 

≥ 80 Credits +80 

≥ 90 Credits +90 

International Dimensions - Erasmus+ Project 

This month St Wilfrid’s hosted the third Erasmus+ Transnational Teachers Meeting. Teachers from our partner schools in Macedonia, Sweden, 
Germany and Poland travelled to Featherstone for an intensive 3 day meeting in which we discussed and planned our ideas for the third mobility 
of the Erasmus+ project which will take place in Macedonia in March. We also made plans for a third Skype project where students who have 
been involved in the different aspects of the Erasmus+ project will be able to talk via Skype with their peers in these 4 other countries and     
discuss how the Erasmus+ project has benefited them and what they have enjoyed the most. It was exciting to see our International colleagues 
again and we look forward to greeting many of them in International Week 2019! 

 

 



Sixth Form 

Re-Scheduled  Higher Education Parents Evening – Thursday 4 October 6.30 pm – 8.30 pm 

I would like to invite you to attend our Higher Education Evening on Thursday 4 October. 

The purpose of this evening will be to give parents an insight into the UCAS application process and to discuss how you can support your son/
daughter in making the right decisions for University. The evening will consist of a presentation on Higher Education and the UCAS process. 
There will be a summary of students funding and finance, with an opportunity to ask questions on all aspects of university life. Light refreshments 
will be available. 

We would be grateful if you could let us know if you wish to attend by either a return text,  

e-mail to:  swh@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk or alternatively leave a message with Sheelagh White on 01977 691014. 

Group 
  

Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 
  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech Club 
  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school Club/ 
GCSE catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 
  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break time N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 
Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/ 
Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 
  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 
  

Thursday after school N1O 

Production Band Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 
  

 

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own club/

band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

Extra-Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 

mailto:swh@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Safeguarding Update 
 
We are aware that sometimes young people share images that are distributed without their          
permission. There is a new app that can help young people to report and remove this image.    
Please see below.  
 

 Useful service for young people who don’t want to identify they have been a victim of 

sexting or sharing of images.  
 
REPORT AN IMAGE OR VIDEO  
Nude image of you online? We can help you take it down.  
 
If you are under 18 and an explicit or nude image of you has been shared online, we can confidentially help you to get it removed.  
Follow these 3 simple steps:  
 
1. Download Yoti – The easiest, most secure way to prove identity. Take a selfie and then a photo of your ID, like a passport, to verify it’s you.  

2. Report: Give details of the nude image and where it could be online (don’t worry if you don’t know all the details)  

3. Remove: We’ll then review the details and the IWF will work to have it removed  
 
The IWF (Internet Watch Foundation) use image hashing technology. This means each photo has its very own ID and using this ID it can identify 
the image, and have it removed, wherever it is uploaded to the internet.  
If you're 18 or older, contact the website(s) where you've seen the image or video, or report it to the police.  
 
The below link will take you to Yoti.com where you can easily find out more and download the app. 
 
https://www.yoti.com/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The below websites will give you further information on keeping yourself and your family safe online, including how to set parental controls on 

phones and devices.  

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/ 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

 

 

Please contact our designated safeguarding department if you have any concerns relating to yours or any child in our school. 

Mrs H Murphy : 01977 691000 ext 204 

Mrs M James : 01977 691000 ext 265 

Mrs S Gummerson : 01977 691000 ext 150  

Downloading:  
Done via the App Store (Apple) or Play  
Store (Android).  
You can search for Apps via categories such  
as music, games, social networking,  
photos, business.  

Devices which use Apps?  
Most devices with a touchscreen use Apps  
including:  
• Smartphones  
• Smartwatches  
• Laptops  
• Desktop Computers  
• Gaming Consoles  
• Tablets  

Most popular Apps downloaded in 2017  
Bitmoji, Snapchat, YouTube, Messenger  
Instagram, Facebook, Google Maps  
Netflix, Spotify, Uber  

Safeguarding and Apps  
Many children download Apps without their parents  consent and set them up without privacy settings.  Often children have to learn the 
‘rules’ in using certain Apps. However, many children's naivety when using these  
Apps can lead to manipulation and abuse. Some Apps have become key areas for paedophiles to meet and groom children. As many 
Apps are based in other countries, report mechanisms are very ad hoc. 

What is an App?  
‘App' is short for 'application' - which is  
another name for a computer program.  
Normally, when people talk about apps they 
are almost always referring to programs that 
run on mobile devices, such as smartphones 
or tablet computers  

Payment:  
Apps can be downloaded for free or  
purchased from £0.99 onwards. However,  
there are ‘freemium’ apps which include  
adverts after certain levels are completed  
or purchases can be made to give the  
player extra features.  

Age Restrictions:  
Apps will contain information on the age  
range - 4+, 7+, 12+, 17+ It will also give  
information about the App and details on  
the software developer along with reviews.  

https://www.yoti.com/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


AGREED SCHOOL CALENDAR 2019 – 2020 

 

INSET: 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

TAKEN OFF IN LIEU: 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 17th July 2020 

Monday 20th July 2020 

PROPOSED OPEN DAY SATURDAY 28th SEPTEMBER 2019 

Monday 2nd December 2019 (TOIL) 

  

  

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Open Staff Only Monday 2nd September (INSET) 

Open Year 7 & 12 only Tuesday 3rd September 

Open Whole School Wednesday 4th September 

Close Half term Thursday 24th October 

Open   Monday 4th November 

Close Christmas Friday 20th December 

  

SPRING TERM 2020 

Open   Monday 6th January 

Close Half term Friday 14th February 

Open   Monday 24th February 

Close Easter Friday 3rd April 

  

SUMMER TERM 2020 

Open   Monday 20th April 

Close May Day Monday 4th May 

Close Half Term Friday 22nd May 

Open   Monday 1st June 

Close Summer Thursday 16th July 





 

SIXTH FORM  

OPEN EVENING  
THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2018  

6.30 pm—8.30 pm 

  

Presentation in the Sports Hall at 6.30 pm  

If you are a student considering applying to St Wilfrid’s,  

we invite you to visit our school, where  you can be assured  

of a warm welcome.  

You will have the chance to meet subject tutors and students. 


