
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 8th October 2018                                      N°4 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Once again thank you to those families who have visited school this week.  Families are more then welcome to make an appointment to visit 
school if they would like to experience school during the day to see the wonderful work that our students undertake. 
 
We look forward to the launch of our Inspire events with Year 7.  Due to popular demand, the theme for Inspire this year is the St Wilfrid’s Bake 
Off.  I am very excited to see the delicious creations our Year 7 students will produce. 
 
Thursday 18th October at 6pm is the annual BKCat mass at St Benedicts Church in Garforth.  I look forward to meeting you  all on this Holy  
occasion. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact of absence on a students 
overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. 
Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please 
may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  95.9 

 Year 7 - 97.5% 

 Year 8 - 96.2% 

 Year 9 - 95.4% 

 Year 10 - 95.4% 

 Year 11 - 95.1% 

 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please contact the attendance 
officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107 

Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109 

Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 



Sporting News 

Ski Trip 

Ski hire information sheets need to be returned by 19th October, if students need another letter they can  collect one from the PE office.  Also 
may we remind you that the next instalment of £160 for is due by Monday 22nd October. 

Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport & Bus Information 

Please follow the link below to the school website for a reminder of the new study bus times and all other 
bus timetables. 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/ 

 
520 SWILLINGTON BUS—FROM MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 

A VALID BUS PASS MUST BE SHOWN TO THE DRIVER WHEN BOARDING 

If you have any questions regarding this service or the purchase a pass please contact finance office 

We have had reports that the 476 bus is sometimes over capacity and not letting students on.  We would like to make parents aware that there 
is a 144 and 146 service from Pontefract Bus Station which drops off and picks up from the bus stops at the front of school.  We have attached 
the timetable for your reference, please encourage students to use these services to free up space for students travelling onwards on the 476 
that have no other bus available  

Can we remind parents that if dropping students off in the morning by car, please use the bus bay car park only.  The main entrance is for staff 
and visitors and not student drop offs.  When dropping students in the bus bay in the morning parents are asked to drive down the centre of the 
bus bay car park and drop students off at the far side of the car park to avoid any congestion for buses next to school.   

On an evening we respectfully request  that no cars enter our car parks until after 3.30 to collect students.  Please be aware students should use 
the level crossing and therefore extra care here is requested. 

Girls      

Date Monday 15th October Tuesday 16th October 

Year group Y8 Y7 

Sport Netball Netball 

Member of staff KBL KDE 

Where it is Feeston Away Kings 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 3:30pm 

Boys          

Date Monday 15th October Tuesday 16th October Wednesday 17th Wednesday 17th 

Year group Y10 Y9 Y10 Y9 

Sport Football Rugby Rugby  Football 

Member of staff NAT IMC DHO RTR 

Where it is St Wilfrid's St Wilfrid's St Wilfrid's St Wilfrid's 

KO time (approx.) 3:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 3:30pm 

Library News - Word Millionaires 

We have only been in school for five weeks and two pupils have become Word Millionaires already. Kelly Xie 7F 
and Lily Rhodes 8N have passed lots of Accelerated Reader Quizzes and read over one million words, this is an 
amazing achievement.   

Congratulations and well done Kelly and Lily. 

September 2018 Historian of the month winners 

Congratulations to the following students who are this months winners. 

7C Mthabisi Phansi, 8G Janice Odigie, 9M Billy Banks, 10N Max Nicholson, 11N Riley Moorfield, 12F Karis McDonald, 13M Macy Wynn. 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/


Attitude to Learning Monitoring 

Since the start of the academic year all students have received an ‘Attitude to Learning’ grade at the end of each lesson.  This allows us to moni-
tor behaviour for learning within all lessons whilst ensuring that students are rightly rewarded for positive approaches to their studies across the 
curriculum.  Students will continue to receive P2, P3, P4 and P5 achievements alongside these Attitude to Learning grades / credits.   

The grades are awarded on the following 5-1 scale with a minimum expected standard being a grade 4 (Good).  The grades that students are 
awarded will associate to the credits in the table below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every two weeks students will then be rewarded a set number of achievement points based upon their total number of credits received over that 

time.  Achievement points will be allocated using the following credit ‘band’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first batch of achievement points have been awarded to students and reflect attitudes to their studies over the first two full weeks of school. 

Please see the Parent App for details. 

Grade Standard Credits 

5 Excellent +3 

4 Good +1 

3 Requires Improvement -1 

2 Below Expectations -2 

1 Unacceptable -3 

Credits Achievement Points 

≤ 30 Credits -20 

≤ 40 Credits -10 

≥ 50 Credits +50 

≥ 60 Credits +60 

≥ 70 Credits +70 

≥ 80 Credits +80 

≥ 90 Credits +90 

Year 11 English Online Intervention 

Year 11 English Online Intervention has gone live this week. Each student has received an email detailing the English intervention available to 
them online. A PowerPoint guides them through how they can access the intervention and revision materials on SharePoint. There are various 
step-by-step guides on how to approach exam questions as well as numerous tasks, past papers, practice questions for individual set texts and 
writing tasks that students can work through and return to their English teachers for feedback. 

Sims Activities 

We are now using SIMS ACTIVITIES to register any pupils taking part in activities after school.  As we develop the use of this system you will 
receive an email notification if your child has expressed interest or has been invited to attend any of these after school activities.  Please accept 
or decline the invitation if you receive this notification via email. Please be aware that pupils should not be staying on the school site at the end 
of the school day unless an activity has been organised and parental permission has been provided. 



Chaplaincy News 

Revelation Timetable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday evening St. Wilfrid students along with  
students from across the diocese took part in Revelation 
at Hinsley Hall in Leeds. The theme for this month is God 
Loves, we had a wonderful time making new friends, 
playing games and spent time in prayer.  

 

 

 

 

On Thursday 11th October Fr Michael Hall came to support our first Light Fever 
of the year. Fr Michael commented on the number of staff, visitors and        

students that came to the chapel to light a candle and pray and                       
how reverent and respectful our students were. 

Day/time Activity Where?   

  
Monday 
Break 

  
Rosary Group 

  
The Chapel 

Come and pray a scriptural decade of the 
Rosary for your own intentions and the  
intentions of our school and parish        
community. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Tuesday Break 

  
Student     

Chaplaincy 

  
Chaplaincy 

 
Have a say in the Catholic Life of 
our school, your opinion matters! 
                                        Everyone welcome. 
  

Wednesday 
8.15 – 
8.40am 

Adoration The Chapel  
Spend a few minutes in silence in the true 
presence of Christ. 
Everyone welcome 

  
Wednesday 
Break 

Lourdes      
Preparation 

Meeting 

Chaplaincy Beginning after half term all 
those taking part in the Diocesan               
Pilgrimage to Lourdes meet 

together. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 1 

Youth SVP Chaplaincy For years 7 & 8, Do you want to make a  
difference to our local and worldwide    
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 
  

Thursday 
Break Week 2 

SVP B-Attitude Chaplaincy For Years 9 -13, Do you want to make a   
difference to our local and worldwide     
community? Come along to our meetings 
to see what we can do to support the elderly, 
the homeless and other vulnerable         
communities. 

Friday 8.15am Mass Chapel Come and take part in Holy Mass  celebrated 
by one of our deanery priests. 

If anyone is interested in this 
monthly event please pick up a 
letter from Chaplaincy.  



Group 

  

Staff When? Where? 

Keyboard Club 

  

Mr Clarke Every break time N1P 

Music Tech Club 

  

Mr Todd Tuesday break time N1Q 

After school Club/ 

GCSE catch up 

Mr Clarke Tuesday after school N1P 

Glee Club 

  

Mr McCarthy-Bell Wednesday break time N1O 

Liturgy Choir/ 

Cantors 

Mr McCarthy-Bell Thursday break time N1M 

Liturgy Band/ 

Orchestra 

Mr Clarke 

  

Thursday break time N1O 

BK Youth Choir Miss Kitson 

  

Thursday after school N1O 

Production Band Mr McCarthy-Bell Friday after school N1O 

  

 

If you are interested in joining any of these, or would like to set your own club/

band up, speak to Mr Clarke or Mr McCarthy-Bell! 

Extra-Curricular Music at St Wilfrid’s 





St. Wilfrid’s Sixth Form Newsletter 

Thought of the Week: 

“The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of 

strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather a lack of will”                      
Vince Lombardi 

Theme of the Week: 

Pilgrimage 

@SWSixthForm Week: 15th October 

Message from the Head of Sixth Form 

Word of the week this week is ‘proud’! We are proud of the Sixth Form students and the hardworking ethos of our young 

people. However, never more so has this been the case then following the Open Day on Saturday. As part of the day, a 

group of students from across the school gave a talk about their experiences at St Wilfrid’s. In particular, our Head Boy – 

David - and Head Girl – Isabel – stole the show. They both gave a phenomenal speech about what it means to be a student 

at St. Wilfrid’s, including their curriculum, their experiences whilst here and the opportunities on offer. Several members of 

the audience approached me afterwards to comment on how much of a credit they were to the Sixth Form and St Wilfrid’s. 

Isabel has provided this week’s Student Leadership Team update. Thanks to everyone who helped out during the day. Our 

next open event is the Sixth Form Open Evening on the 15th November.  

This is a busy term and Year 13 are moving towards the Year 13 mocks. The recent data collection shows that the year 

group are on track to do well. Attendance of the year group great but students need to work on their punctuality to lessons 

in the next week. A quick reminder that it is the Year 13 parents’ evening next Thursday, 18th October. Teachers are looking 

forward to speaking with staff and students regarding targets for the next term. 

St Wilfrid’s Day is fast approaching and there will be further detail on the events of the day in next week’s newsletter. As 

you are aware, we all have the opportunity to celebrate our special day with a Mass in the morning. There will also be    

activities for students to get involved in throughout the afternoon. I have spoken with both Year 12 and 13 about making 

sure that they select appropriate clothing for the day. All students should attend school in professional clothes, as if they 

are in a church or an interview. We will not be able to accept students who come to the college dressed in ‘going-out’ 

clothes and they will not be able to stay to take part of the day. 

Our Subject in Profile is Biology. I would like to highlight the hard work of students on the A Level Biology field trip in the 

Lake District. They were blessed with great autumnal weather and managed to gather essential evidence to support their 

course. Students in Year 12 are invited to take part in the Lourdes pilgrimage at the end of this year and will be receiving 

more information from the chaplaincy team in assembly in the next few weeks. 

Finally, I am keen to highlight any individual successes of students. If you have achieved any accolades outside of college, 

please let me know. 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Lewis 

Director of Sixth Form 

Forthcoming Events (not to be missed)! 

Tuesday 16th October  Year 12 and 13 singing rehearsal for Wilfrid’s Day 

Thursday 18th October  Year 13 Parents’ Evening – students have appointment sheets 

Thursday 18th October   BKCAT Mass at St. Benedicts 

Thursday 25th October   St. Wilfrid’s Day 

Friday 26th October  Close for Half Term 

Monday 5th November  Open 

Monday 5th November   GCSE Maths and English resits (until the 12th November) 

Monday 12th November Year 13 mock exams begin 

Thursday 15th November Sixth Form Open Evening 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=20SWzEZM&id=88D9E60AC0F43314122D4F20B5C4F97CD1924EC9&thid=OIP.20SWzEZM5rTw0xVQ7jnP0wHaHa&mediaurl=http://blog.agilebits.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Twitter.png&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=twitter&simid=608056


@SWSixthForm 

Year 12 Updates From Mr O’Rourke: 
Students will be undertaking folder reviews over the next 

few weeks during form. This will be looking at the        

following: 

 Summative and formative comments from staff 

and pupils in tests and homework 

 Has the student acted upon the feedback 

 Evidence of peer / self-assessment in the marking 

 Organisation of the folder e.g. work dated and in 

order; sectioned off 

Students are continuing with GROFAR during form time 

and this should be reinforced with their work with the 

Progression Module. The first unit of the Progression 

Module should be completed before the end of this term. 

Attendance to college and lessons has been excellent so 

please keep this up well done. 

B. O’Rourke 

Year 13 Updates From Miss Smith: 
Y13 Parents Evening will take place on Thursday 18th    

October 4-7pm. Letters have been sent home about this 

and students should now be making appointments with 

teaching staff for the evening. 

Students interested in Healthcare degrees had another 

useful workshop last week. There are more lined up for 

the coming weeks, including workshops on Ethics and  

advice on MMI interviews. 

The final October 15th deadline is looming for students 

applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Vet Science, Oxford and 

Cambridge. Applications need to be completed ASAP and 

will not be accepted after this deadline date. 

The UCAS application fee is £24. Sheelagh will take       

payment for this in cash or cheque. Students can pay this 

any time up to completing their applications. Students in 

receipt of bursaries will not need to pay this fee. 

C. Smith 

 

Biology Field Trip to Blencartha 

Last week saw 26 A level biology students head off to the Lake District on the annual field trip. Whilst on 

the course, students took part in a variety of activities, including the succession of plant communities on 

a mountainside, ecological techniques, mark release recapture, and their own investigation. We were 

blessed by good weather, and we managed to dodge the rain clouds. A notable success on the trip was 

achieved by Joe Stanton, who managed to convincingly beat Mr. Cosgrove at table tennis. Mr. Cosgrove 

is now considering retiring from playing any future games. Looking forward to next years trip – the good 

weather has been booked in advance! 

University of Leeds – Medicine opportunities 

Further details of these free events are available on the Sixth Form online notice board: 

Apply at https://www.wanttobeadoctor.co.uk/mentoring – for a medic mentor 

 

Medicine Taster Day                     Mock Multiple Mini Interview (MMI) 

Date      Saturday 3rd November 2018                                 Tuesday 13th November 2018 and Thursday 22nd November 2018  
Time      9.30am – 3.00pm                                     Interview slots allocated between 5pm and 7pm on either night 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=20SWzEZM&id=88D9E60AC0F43314122D4F20B5C4F97CD1924EC9&thid=OIP.20SWzEZM5rTw0xVQ7jnP0wHaHa&mediaurl=http://blog.agilebits.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Twitter.png&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=twitter&simid=608056
https://www.wanttobeadoctor.co.uk/mentoring


@SWSixthForm 

Student Leadership Team Update 
Thank you for your recent suggestions to help us improve our col-

lege.  

We are currently in the process of working to include more vegan 

and vegetarian options for the college canteen. We have also 

raised the issue of the environment in the Common Room –  

thinking about the layout and the need to update the sofas.  

Please come to a member of the Student Leadership Team if you 

have any further suggestions or queries. 

Subject in Profile: A Level Biology 
 
Do you have an interest in the biological universe? Do you wonder how the many biological systems 
and mechanisms on Earth behave, evolve and interact? As an A Level biologist you will study these very 
questions. You will explore the depths of the cell and gain an understanding of the molecules from 
which life is created. You will travel down the digestive system, learning the intricacies of the              
alimentary canal and cellular structure. You will also study the principles that allow us to seek answers 
to the following questions; How can we shape future generations? Should we use cloning techniques or 
are we playing God? Should designer babies be created? You will emerge from your 2 years of study as 
an educated, enlightened individual , capable not only of appreciating the complexities of the living 
world, but capable of sculpting it’s future. 

“I was struggling with 
some parts of Biology but 
the teachers gave up a 
lot of time to help to  
support me to catch up 
and get me back on 
track” 

Katie – now studying 
Primary Teaching 

“I love the practical  
elements of Biology – 
the dissections and field 
trip have really helped 
to deepen my               
understanding” 

Rebecca – now studying 
Biomedical Sciences  

“I know exactly where I 
stand and what I need to 
do to improve. The fre-
quent tests in Biology 
help me to work out 
which areas to develop” 

Tevhide – has ambition 
to become a vet 

Student of the Week:  Hannah Buck 
Hannah arrives earlier than anyone else in the college (including staff!) and her early morning studying routine is very 

impressive 

Best Form attendance: 12 Clitherow   100%     

Overall Attendance for Year 12:    94.54%  

Overall Attendance for Year 13:   98.18%  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=20SWzEZM&id=88D9E60AC0F43314122D4F20B5C4F97CD1924EC9&thid=OIP.20SWzEZM5rTw0xVQ7jnP0wHaHa&mediaurl=http://blog.agilebits.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Twitter.png&exph=1024&expw=1024&q=twitter&simid=608056



