
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 17th September 2018                                      N°1 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Welcome to a new and busy term at St Wilfrid’s. I do hope that you all had a restful holiday and are ready for the term ahead.  I would like to offer 
my congratulations to all the students who received their examination  results this summer.  All the staff at St Wilfrid’s wish them every success 
in their new studies in our sixth form, university, college and workplace destinations. 
 
I am very pleased by the positive and professional manner in which all our students have approached the start of term, I am delighted to have 
already commended several students for their hard work over the summer break in geography and RE.  It is a privilege to witness such devoted 
attention to their subject specialist areas. I look forward to celebrating further achievements from all our students in the weeks ahead. 
 
At St Wilfrid’s we hold high expectations for all members of our community. All that we aim to achieve is founded on our faith.  We follow the 
example of Christ and are guided in our daily work by his worlds.  He said ‘I came that they may have life and have it abundantly’ (John 10:10) 
Through Christ and in our community we are called to a fullness of life. The core values we hold at St Wilfrid’s are: Hard work, Excellence, Aspire 
and Achieve, Respect and Thrive. This is captured in the mnemonic HEART.  Through an educational journey at St Wilfird’s we aim for these 
values to be embraced and used to inform our daily interactions and work.   
 
Wishing all students a very happy and successful first term. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

School Attendance 

School attendance is very important and over the past few weeks, we have been illustrating to families the impact of absence on a students 
overall attendance.  The Government benchmark for persistent absence is 90%  which equates to four full weeks missed from school each year. 
Every day at school is important and it is detrimental to the long term success of the student, if they experience absences from school.  Please 
may I remind all parents that holidays in term time are not permitted unless there is a very serious extraordinary circumstance. 

Thank you for working with the school to improve attendance. 

 

Target for Whole school attendance is 98% .  

This week whole school attendance is  96.8% 

 Year 7 - 98.3% 

 Year 8 - 97.4% 

 Year 9 - 96% 

 Year 10 - 96.2% 

 Year 11 - 95.9% 

Every day of absence is 5 hours of missed learning and so creates additional work for students to catch up with. Please contact the attendance 
officer Mrs C Scaife on ext. 127 or a Director of Year to discuss any concerns on attendance or catching up on missed work.  

Year 7 - Ms S Lawton- ext. 107 

Year 8 - Ms E Jarosz - ext. 108 

Year 9 - Mr R Tracey - ext. 109 

Year 10 - Mr K Beck - ext. 110 

Year 11 - Mr S Green- ext. 111 



Chaplaincy News 

This week five Year 7 forms have spent a day in the Chaplaincy as part of their transition from primary school to St. Wilfrid’s. The children have 
been impeccably behaved and have taken part in all the activities. The days have ended with Holy Mass, for some of our students it was the first 
time they have attended a Mass, everyone joined in and participated well. It has been lovely to see so many family members attending Mass with 
their children. We extend our thanks to Fr Simon Bradbury from Ss Peter and Paul in Wakefield, Fr Michael Hall from Brighouse, Fr Mark  
Naughton from St John’s Normanton and Fr Simon Lodge from St. Joseph’s Pontefract for coming and saying Mass for us in our Chapel. 

 

 

Sporting News 

Fixtures 

 

 

 

 

 

Transport & Bus Information 

Please follow the link below to the school website for a reminder of the new study bus times and all other 
bus timetables. 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/ 

 
520 SWILLINGTON BUS—FROM MONDAY 17th SEPTEMBER 

A VALID BUS PASS MUST BE SHOWN TO THE DRIVER WHEN BOARDING 

If you have any questions regarding this service or the purchase a pass please contact finance office 

We have had reports that the 476 bus is sometimes over capacity and not letting students on.  We would like to make parents aware that there 
is a 144 and 146 service from Pontefract Bus Station which drops off and picks up from the bus stops at the front of school.  We have attached 
the timetable for your reference, please encourage students to use these services to free up space for students travelling onwards on the 476 
that have no other bus available  

Can we remind parents that if dropping students off in the morning by car, please use the bus bay car park only.  The main entrance is for staff 
and visitors and not student drop offs.  When dropping students in the bus bay in the morning parents are asked to drive down the centre of the 
bus bay car park and drop students off at the far side of the car park to avoid any congestion for buses next to school.   

On an evening we respectfully request  that no cars enter our car parks until after 3.30 to collect students.  Please be aware students should use 
the level crossing and therefore extra care here is requested. 

 

Headlice  

We have had a recent outbreak of head lice within the Foundation Learning Classroom.  The control of head lice depends on prompt diagnosis 
and effective treatment.  Please help us by inspecting your child for the presence of head lice, using the following procedures: 

 Under bright light begin looking at the back of the head just above the neck area 

 Part the hair section by section and look closely for head lice or nits (eggs).  Eggs will usually be located near the scalp 

Depending on the length and thickness of the hair, it should take between 5 and 15 minutes to properly inspect your child’s head. 

If you suspect your child is infested please notify me here at school. In addition, the entire family should be inspected for head lice as well.  For 
information on how to treat your child consult your family doctor or local pharmacist.  Alternatively you can find more information at 
www.headlice.org 

 
First Aid/Housekeeper 
01977 691000 (ext 257) 

Boys      

Date 18-Sep 19-Sep 

Year group Y7 Y7 

Sport Rugby Football 

Member of staff IMC ELG 

Where it is Home Home 

KO time (approx.) 3:10pm 3:10pm 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/transport-bus-routes/
http://www.headlice.org


Music Lessons 

We have an exciting opportunity for any student in school to start or continue playing a musical instrument.  

We currently offer Brass, Strings, Drums, Piano/Keyboard, Guitar, voice and woodwind lessons.  

Could you please contact Mr Clarke in the music department if you are interested in your child participating in any of these 
lessons. 

Sims Activities 

We are now using SIMS ACTIVITIES to register any pupils taking part in activities after school.  As we develop the use of this system you will 
receive an email notification if your child has expressed interest or has been invited to attend any of these after school activities.  Please accept 
or decline the invitation if you receive this notification via email. Please be aware that pupils should not be staying on the school site at the end 
of the school day unless an activity has been organised and parental permission has been provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

12th September 2018 

Statement for Parents: 

Trutex would like to apologise for the inconsistency regarding the embroidery for St Wilfrid’s Catholic High School 

skirts and the slow availability following these errors. Due to an increase in order volume, Trutex were unable to 

react at speed to back fill your orders.  We appreciate the importance of good, consistent uniform and apologise 

for this inconvenience caused to St Wilfrid’s and Parents. 

We are working hard with the school to investigate how these errors occurred and ensuring it will not happen in 

the future. 

Year 9 Talk on Knife Crime 

Sarah Whitehead, Education liaison Officer for West Yorkshire Police will be delivering a special assembly for our Year 9 cohort next Friday 21st 
September on Knife Crime and the danger this can lead to.  The talk will last approximately 45 mins with the help of our School Police Liason 
officer Pc Kendrik. If your child may find this distressing please ask them to speak to their form tutor before Friday. 



Safeguarding Update 

Our priority is keeping our students safe             

A welcome back to all parents and students and a very warm welcome to our new parents and students that have joined us this term.  

The Pastoral team and designated safeguarding team work within Solutions and BART. If a parent or student has any concern about themselves 

or any student, they can contact us by phone or come in person. 

Our BART team offer support for any parental concerns and any student that wishes to speak about any concerns they have about themselves 

or another student. This can be educational related or personal. The Bart team liaise with heads of year on a daily basis and can assist you with 

parental enquires. The department is managed by Catherine Cooper. 

Our Designated Safeguarding leads are there to support any student and their family with any concerns or issues that are raised at home or in 

school. We have a particular regard to the below and if you are concerned that a child is suffering from abuse please contact us for support.  

 bullying including cyberbullying 

 children missing education – and Annex A 

 child missing from home or care 

 child sexual exploitation (CSE) – and Annex A 

 domestic violence 

 drugs 

 fabricated or induced illness 

 faith abuse 

 female genital mutilation (FGM) – and Annex A 

 forced marriage- and Annex A 

 gangs and youth violence 

 gender-based violence/violence against women and girls (VAWG) 

 hate 

 mental health 

 missing children and adults 

 private fostering 

 preventing radicalisation – and Annex A 

 relationship abuse 

 sexting 

 trafficking 

Catholic Care  

Catholic care is our emotional wellbeing service. They work within our school for our students and families. This can be for a number of reasons 

from working with students who are experiencing a difficult home situation such as a separation or bereavement and working through anxiety’s 

and mental health. 

All work has a purpose and will be allocated on 6-8 weekly basis. Sessions are confidential for students and will not be discussed with teaching 

staff or parents unless there is a safeguarding reason to do so.  

 Mrs H Murphy School Deputy head and Designated Safeguarding 01977 691000 Ext 204 

 Mrs M James Senior Designated Safeguarding 01977 69100 Ext 165 

 Mrs S Gummerson Pastoral Support and Designated Safeguarding 01977 691000 Ext 150 

 BART (Behaviour and reward team) 01977 69100 Ext 215 

Wakefield & District Safeguarding Children Board Summer Edition 2018 Newsletter is available to view on our website   

using the link below: 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/download.pdf 

      

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/download.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 5—Parent Letter 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

The school has been given the opportunity to take part in a new project that will run jointly between schools, Wakefield   

Council and West Yorkshire Police.  The project aims to supports children who are living in households where there are       

incidents of domestic violence and abuse.  Witnessing or even hearing domestic abuse is distressing for a child or young      

person. They may see the abuse, hear it from another room, see a parents injuries or distress afterwards or can be physically 

hurt trying to stop the abuse. 

The domestic violence and abuse school notification project has been designed to provide confidential notifications to schools 

on any incidents of domestic violence and abuse which occur within a child's household that might have an impact on a child 

whilst they are in school. 

The project will ensure that a member of the school staff is trained to allow them to use the information that has been shared, 

in confidence, and ensure that the school is able to make provision and allowances for possible difficulties experienced by  

children, or their families, who have been involved in or witnessed a domestic violence or abuse incident. 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to our pupils and we believe this is going to be very useful and supportive for all 

those involved. I believe this project demonstrates our school’s commitments to the safety, welfare of pupils and families.  In 

the meantime, if you would like to speak with someone further about the project or require further information please contact 

our key adults in school who are Marie James,  Helen Murphy, Iain McCabe, Samantha Gummerson and Claire Scaife.  

Yours faithfully 
 

 

Mrs Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Headteacher B.A.(Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH  

 






