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Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to congratulate many students this week who have been nominated for the P5 

‘Headteacher Award’ for their positive contribution to the school community. I was very      

impressed by the demonstration of diligence, hard work and professionalism by so many of 

our students.   Well done to everyone nominated this week including: 

Year 7 

Bethany Clarke  

Year 8 

Isabelle Martin; Emily Fake and Connor Murphy  

Year 9 

Joseph Horner; Harry Brenton; Olivia Brenton; Charlie Mcauley; Alaska Derry; Rhys Clancy 

Keira Heyworth; Alana Jo Upton; Emma Keyworth and William Lambert  

Year 10 

Przemyslaw Czajka; Tessie Apopoz; Abigail Carr; Ryan Newman; Madylin Ekers; Eve Hewitt 

and Bronwyn Greenaway  

Year 11 

David Burrows; Molly Martin ; Josephine Musgrave; Matthew Wilson; Artur Oldak; Katie 

Johnson; Ethan Swales; William Law; Niamh Harrison; Olivia Ridley; George Pearse and Zoe 

Ann Twiby  

Year 12 

Emily Hartshorne; 

Year 13 

Lauren Dickinson  

Congratulations to each student for being such a positive role model and ambassador for 

the school.  

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher 

 



Dear Students/Parents/Guardians 

Sacrament of Confirmation ~ Years 7 and 8 living in the Normanton Parish 

The time has come for you and your parents or guardians to decide if you would like to      

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2018.  Bishop Marcus has decided this academic 

year to change the time when preparation begins and when the Sacrament is received. 

If you live in the Normanton Parish area and would like your son/daughter to take part in 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, your child should have received a letter from their form 

tutor last week.. 

Yours sincerely 

Fr. D Reilly 

Chaplaincy News 

On Saturday 14 of our Students took part in the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Walsingham Shrine. 

Bishop Marcus led us in the Pilgrim Mass, then we walked the Holy Mile to the     Priory 

Grounds where we participated in Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. We spent some 

time in Walsingham town before heading to Wells-On-the-Sea for a fish and chip supper.  

Thankfully the weather was on our side and the sun shone down on us, we had a wonderful 

day. 

We are attending the Diocesan Pilgrimage to Ripon on the 18th October 2017, If your child 

would like to take part they can collect a letter from the finance office. 

Sacrament of Confirmation — St Joseph’s Castleford 

Students in Year 7 or 8 in the Parish of St Joseph’s Castleford that would like to receive 

the Sacrament of Confirmation should write a written request to Fr Michael stating clearly 

their name, address, telephone number and drop it in at the presbytery or hand it to        

Fr Michael after Mass. 



Battlefields 2018 

Thank you to those who continue to make payment towards the balance of the trip. Please 

could I politely remind the parents and guardians of those students participating in the 

trip to maintain regular instalments in order to fund their place. 

Thank you, Miss Watson 

Blencathra  

Last week 24 of our Year 13 ‘A’ level Biology       

students visited the Blencathra Field Studies  

Centre near Keswick.  

This is an annual residential trip, and gives pupils 

the opportunity to study the environmental and 

ecological topics of the course in a unique natural 

setting. 

Whilst on the course, pupils covered several       

aspects of the syllabus, including ecological     

techniques, succession and individual habitat    

studies.  

Pupils were also able to develop their skills in data     

handling and statistical analysis. Several of us on the trip 

were lucky enough to see red squirrels, which is a rare 

sight in the UK. 

A notable achievement on this years trip was that       

Mr. Cosgrove returned unbeaten at table tennis.         

This is the first time he has managed this, so please              

congratulate him if you see him. 



Geography GCSE grades 9-1 

GCSE Geography pupils are studying underneath the new GCSE Geography Specifications, designed for grades 1 to 9. 

The Geography team have produced a range of resources and lessons that will allow your child to make progress in    

Geography. In order to support your child’s progress the department have made arrangements to order some GCSE 

study support guides, that you can purchase to support your child’s progress and potential achievement.  

The Geography department are recommending two books: 

•             New Grade 9-1 GCSE Geography AQA Complete Revision & Practice by CGP 

•             ISBN: 978 1 78294 613 7 

•             Cost: £5.50 

Collins GCSE Geography grades 9-1 all-in-one revision and practice  

ISBN 978 0 00 816626 7 

Cost: £3.99 school price (£10 rrp) 

Further details are available on request or can be found on www.cgpbooks.co.uk and www.collins.co.uk 

Other guides are available to purchase online, however the books outlined above covers the materials in a clearer and 

more student friendly way. The cost of these support guides are significantly more expensive online and in book stores 

than the price the school is able to buy and sell the guides for. 

 

Geography KS3 

Pupils in Years 7 into Year 8 are studying the new Key Stage 3 Curriculum in Geography. The Geography team have    

produced a range of challenging milestones (viewable on the school website), that will allow your child to make to      

progress in Geography. The government advise that pupils should study History and/ or Geography at GCSE, as these 

subjects facilitate skills and knowledge for later life. In order to support your child’s progress the department has 

made arrangements to order some study support guides, that you can purchase to support your child’s progress and  

potential achievement.  

The Geography department are recommending: 

•             KS3 Geography Complete Study & Practice by CGP 

•             ISBN: 978 1 84146 392 6 

•             Cost: £5.50 

Further details are available on request or can be found on www.cgpbooks.co.uk 

Other guides are available to purchase online, however the book outlined above covers the materials in a clearer and 

more student friendly way. The cost of this and other support guides are significantly more expensive online and in 

book stores than the price the school is able to buy and sell the guides for.  

Any student wishing to purchase this book can pay £5.50 directly to the finance office and bring their receipt into  

Geography to receive their copy of the book.  

 

Geography field trip success 

Well done to Year 11 Geographers who have successfully completed both their physical and human fieldwork in the last 

3 weeks.  

Their behaviour on the field trip days was fantastic and their preparation and follow up work have shown excellent 

promise.  

During the physical field trip pupils looked at flood risk factors in the local area, by studying landscape and human    

interactions with natural processes. 

Whilst on the human fieldwork day pupils identified areas of land use, recreation and leisure that have increased      

opportunities in the local area. 

An additional thank you goes to the staff that have supported with the fieldtrips – both supporting on the trip days, 

organising cover and covering lessons.  

http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk
http://www.collins.co.uk
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk


Expressive Arts  

The Performing Arts department is organising a trip to London from2nd - 4th November. The 

trip will cost just over £200 and includes travel, accommodation, theatre tickets to 2 two 

West End shows (Aladdin and Follies) and entry to the Harry Potter Warner Bros Studios 

This is fantastic opportunity for students to experience live theatre and see behind the 

scenes of one the biggest film franchises of all time.  

There are still some places available, so the trip is offered and open to all members of the 

Sixth Form. If you are interested, please see the Performing Arts staff for more           

information. 

 

Well done to all students who successfully auditioned for this year’s school production 

“Sister Act”.   We were amazed by the breadth and depth of talent we have in the          

Performing Arts field here at St Wilfrid’s.  

Rehearsals commence this week. Sister Act will be running from 

Monday 12Th February to Thursday 15th February 2018. 

Tickets will be on sale after Christmas.  

Y11 English Language Mock Examinations. 

The Year 11 English Language mock examinations have been brought forward and will now 

be held on the morning of Tuesday the 31st of October and Wednesday  1st of November 

2017.      

Examinations for the remaining subjects will begin week commencing 20th November 2017.     

Further correspondence confirming these changes will be sent out to the parents of Year 

11 students in due course. 







Sixth Form  

Over the next month, in the build up to our Open Evening on 9th November 2017, we will be   

showcasing our Sixth Form Alumni. Look out for what they have to say about St. Wilfrid’s 

and what they are up to now. Our Open Evening is an excellent way to find out about the 

courses we have on offer at our unique Sixth Form.  

Louise Pickett is now a History Teacher 

What did Louise do after St Wilfrid’s?  

She went to the University of Central Lancashire and gained a BA Hons Degree in History 

Fondest memory at St Wilfrid’s? 

My fondest memory of St. Wilfrid’s was being part of the Prefect team during my final 

year at St. Wilfrid’s Sixth form. It was through this team that I met some truly amazing        

individuals, many of which I am still friends with today. It was an amazing responsibility, 

but also a lot of fun. It didn’t feel like I was giving up my lunchtimes to work, it didn’t feel 

like work, and it felt good to give back to the school that encouraged me every day to do my 

best. My Head of Year (Mr O’Rourke) was a key part of the support system for me during 

my time at St. Wilfrids, he always made sure we were working hard, however he was       

supportive, understanding and always there for me to talk to when I had any worries or 

needed reassurance. 


