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Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

I would like to congratulate many students this week for the positive contribution they 

have made to school since the beginning of September.  

It has been a pleasure to join many students on their Geography field trips. I was very     

impressed by the maturity and team work the students demonstrated while undertaking 

their research project. The students embraced the essential fieldwork with                   

professionalism and I look forward to seeing the fruits of their labour in their Geography 

classwork and exam preparation. I also learned a great deal about the local area of         

Castleford, so thank you to all the students for permitting me to join them on their 

fieldtrip. 

I also wish to say well done and thank you to those students who participated in the Reward 

trips this week. It was a pleasure to witness the students celebrating their achievements 

and witnessing their strength of friendship and care for each other. The students were 

perfect ambassadors for the school during each of the Reward events. I look forward to 

celebrating even more achievement and success in the months to follow. 

I would like to offer my congratulations to Miss Rachael Flood for achieving the first P5 

award of the year. This is the highest award offered by the Head teacher for an            

outstanding positive contribution to the school community. Rachael often gives very       

generously of her time to help and support other students and staff in school time and out 

of ours and in our wider parish communities over the weekend. Well done Rachael for being 

an outstanding ambassador for the school. 

Saturday the 30th September Mrs Pearce and Mrs Selway will be travelling along with many 

of our students to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. This forms part of a Leeds      

Diocesan Pilgrimage. I wish all the staff and students a safe journey and trust that they 

will keep the families of St Wilfrid’s in their prayers during the celebration of Mass on 

Saturday. 

Finally thank you to all students for their participation in the events of Respect week. A 

thought provoking week, offering opportunities for good communication and dialogue about 

sensitive issues affecting young people. I hope that students will have embraced key      

messages from the week to help support them during their academic life. 

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher 

 



Dear Students/Parents/Guardians 

Sacrament of Confirmation ~ Years 7 and 8 living in the Normanton Parish 

The time has come for you and your parents or guardians to decide if you would like to      

receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2018.  Bishop Marcus has decided this school 

year to change the time when preparation for and when the Sacrament is received. 

If you live in the Normanton Parish area and would like your son/daughter to take part in 

the Sacrament of Confirmation, your child should receive a letter from their form tutor 

next week.. 

Yours sincerely 

Fr. D Reilly 

Chaplaincy News 

We are taking 14 students on the diocesan pilgrimage to Walsingham on Saturday 30th 

September  to visit the Shrine of our Lady. There are still places available on the            

pilgrimage to Ripon on the 18th October, letters are available from finance.  

Keep checking twitter for updates and photos. 

Year 7 Inspire Event 

Year 7 students and their families are invited to take part in the Great St Wilfrid’s Bake 

Off Competition. One form class each day takes part in the event- the dates are listed   

below. We hope you can join us for the event. Fill details are available in a letter sent out 

with students this week.  

Monday 30th October ~ 7 More 

Tuesday 31st October ~ 7 Clitherow  

Wednesday 1st November ~ 7 Howard  

Thursday 2nd November ~ 7 Newman 

Friday 3rd November ~ 7 Kirby 
 

Monday 6th November ~ 7 Briant 

Tuesday 7th November ~ 7 Postgate 

Wednesday 8th November ~ 7 Gwynn 

Thursday 9th November ~ 7 Ward 

Friday 10th November ~ 7 Fisher 



Respect Week @ St Wilfrid’s 

This past week the school hosted its second ‘Respect Week’ where a variety of partnership 

agencies and organisations came into school to provide informative educational sessions to 

students in all year groups. Students were given presentations and workshops in carefully 

selected sessions that educated and allowed our students to gain information on a range of 

topics i.e. The Teenage Cancer Trust; Barnardo’s Positive Identities team who spoke to 

Year 7 about showing respect to those from a LGBTQ background; West Yorkshire Police 

in partnership with Barnardo’s talked about what happens when young people go missing, the 

work of the Police is tracking and finding them and where to go to help if they find that 

something is leading some young people to leave home.  

Spectrum Community Health led workshops in Healthy lifestyles and the issue of consent. 

Thoughtbox Education spoke to Year 11 about Immigration and Refugees and the VI Form 

about Global Cultures and ensuring that when they travel they respect the country they 

are in and the customs of the citizens of these countries; how they represent the UK and 

some of the negative images that people have of our society. Catholic Care led by Janet 

Kent provided a 30 minute workshop on Mindfulness and some practical things our students 

in Years 11, 12 and 13 can try if they are stressed and/or depressed especially in the run up 

to exams.  

Age UK in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support spoke to selected students about 

their work and how they can get involved in volunteering. Ten:Ten, a Catholic-based      

Company offered a unique story-based session on Sexual and Relationship Education with 

Year 9 and bullying with Year 8. Yew Tree Arts Company did some drama work with Year 7 

on “Yearbook,” which explored the decisions young people have to make about relationships 

and substance misuse as they grow up. It highlighted insights into risky behaviour through 

the experiences of the characters and the stories they tell of their peers.  

SENSS Communication and Interaction Team led a presentation on disability and autism 

awareness. We were also fortunate to have the National Clinical Lead for Mental Health 

for Health Education England, Rebecca Burgess-Dawson to speak to all students about 

Mental Health, the issues, how to recognise them and what to do. All sessions are designed 

to promote diversity, teach respect and educate students on how to keep themselves safe 

and healthy.  

Non-Uniform Day Wednesday 27th September 

Thank you for your generosity. The school raised £822.48 for the Society of St Vincent 

de Paul. Our foundations in school will use this money to work with the impoverished and 

needy in our communities. Keep reading our Newsletters for updates on the work they are        

involved with.  



Year 7 Tutor Evening  

 

Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to invite you to attend the Year 7 Tutor Evening on Thursday 5th October 

2017.  This is an important evening and provides you with an opportunity to discuss your 

child’s progress.  During the evening you will be able to speak with their Form Tutor and 

have an opportunity to attend three separate presentations relating to English,           

Mathematics and Milestone Assessments.  The library will be open for parents to visit and 

discuss the accelerated reader programme used with Year 7 students.  We will also be 

launching the new SIMS Parent App, which will replace the SIMS learning gateway. 
 

Please use our online appointment booking system which allows you to choose your own time 

to meet with Form Tutors. The system will be open from 9 am Monday 25th September until 

12.30pm on Thursday 5th October.  Should you wish to make any changes after this date or 

you do not have access to the internet or an email address, please contact the school      

office who will be happy to add appointments on your behalf.  Your child will bring home all 

the relevant information and times given for you to attend the presentations. This will be 

on a sticker in their planner. 
 

Please visit https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointments. A 

short guide on how to add appointments can be accessed on the school website. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Miss E Jarosz 

Director of Year 7 

https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk


Mathematics News 

 

The Maths department are holding an additional Parents’ Evening coming up very soon on 

Thursday 5th October 2017. The purpose of this evening is to talk about the following: 

 Results of the Year 10 mock. 

 The preparatory work that was given over the summer. 

 GCSE Tiers of Entry and a brief overview of the new specification in Maths. 

 Predicted grades. 

 Ways in which the Maths Department can support your child in making progress       

towards a higher grade in Maths. 

 Ways in which you can support your child at home in making progress towards a higher 

grade in Maths. 

 Ways in which students can independently support their own progress, using various 

resources. 

 Preparation for the Year 11 GCSE Maths Mocks in December. 

Appointments will be approximately 5 mins and some resources will be available to purchase 

on the evening.  

Appointments will be approximately 5 minutes and some resources will be available to     

purchase on the evening.   

Please use our online appointment booking system, which allows you to choose your own time 

to meet with Mathematics teachers. The system will be open from 8 am Monday 29th Sep-

tember until 12.30pm on Thursday 5th October.   

Please visit https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointment.  

https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk



