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Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to offer my congratulations to Jessica Lindop 8P for her outstanding          

contribution to her studies in Spanish and in her recent Spanish speaking assessment 

where she achieved an outstanding grade. Jessica also works very hard and prepares for 

participation in Spelling Bee competitions and has achieved great success in these events. 

Jessica has been awarded a headteacher P5 award in recognition for her hard work and 

achievement in her study of Spanish  

Welcome to Mr Furie, our very first crossing patrol officer. He will assist our families and 

students to safely cross the very busy road outside school before and after school each 

day. This is a valuable role to ensure the safety of our community.  

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher B.A. (Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH. 

 

History 

Years 9-11 History students now have access to the PiXL History App revision resource.      

Students will be given their password information from class teachers.  

Please use the following website https://historyapp.pixl.org.uk/ to access the app 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Year 9 parents’ evening takes place on Thursday 30th November. Appointments should be 

made using the online booking system using the following link:                                    

https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/                                                                

The booking system will open from Monday 20th November and close on Wednesday 29th 

November. Please note that on the same evening there will be an opportunity to attend a 

‘What opportunities are there for my child post 16?’ presentation, providing information on 

new higher education developments such as Degree Apprenticeships, changes to student 

finance for university students and further employment opportunities. Repeat 

presentations will take place at 5.30pm, 6.00pm and 6.30pm, details of which will be 

available when signing in. If you would like to attend one of these presentations please 

leave time free when booking your appointments.  

https://historyapp.pixl.org.uk/
https://stwilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/


Languages News Desk 

Year 7  

In recent weeks, Year 7 French and Spanish classes are hard at work revising their words 

for the Spelling Bee competition.  The class competition will take place just before the 

Christmas holidays and the winners will go forward into the school final next term. We know 

our students will rise to the challenge!  Please encourage them at home.  We’d love to see 

our pupils represented at Cambridge University again! 

Year 8 

Year 8 Spanish and French classes have been busy completing speaking assessments.  Well 

done for all your hard work and revision!  Remember, the class competitions for the    

Translation Bee is just before Christmas and students will have one minute to translate as 

many sentences as they can, in the present tense, using the words from the prescribed list. 

Good luck with your preparation! 

GCSE - Years 9, 10 & 11. 

Could we ask all pupils to check they have access to our online resource on:                             

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com from the publishers of the textbooks we use. If any 

student is having difficulty accessing the website, they are able to get help at break time 

if they see their teacher or come to the MFL office. Regular access to the book and it’s  

listening and reading resources will have a big impact on progress. 

 

Year 11 

 

Well done to Year 11 with your mock exams! You are half way through now.  Remember, 

mock speaking examinations will take place from Thursday 7th December to Thursday 14th 

December.  Individual times for these will be posted on the MFL notice board, just outside 

the MFL office.  Teachers will have already shared these will pupils, or will do so in the 

coming week.  Students have been reminded that revising for the speaking exam will help 

them considerably with the writing exam also, so we would hope that revision for the  

speaking exam has already started. There is lots of practice on the ActiveLearn website to 

help students prepare for the reading exam.  

The free website http://www.languagesonline.org.uk also has reading tasks to do, as fur-

ther practice.      

 

Mr Tawn     Mrs Perea                                                                                                           

Head of French   Head of Spanish 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk


Chaplaincy News 

On Tuesday evening six of our students attended ‘Revelation’ at the Cathedral in Leeds, as 

always they were fantastic ambassadors for St. Wilfrid’s. Fr Christopher spoke to everyone 

about God’s love for us and how amazing it is to know no matter what, God our Father never 

stops loving us. 

Revelation is led by the Diocesan youth team and is an opportunity for young people, from 

Year 9 up, to come together, learn more about their faith, meet new people and spend some 

time in prayer. If you are interested in attending the next Revelation in December please 

speak to Mrs Pearce in the Chaplaincy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Hampers  

It’s coming up to the time of the year when we start thinking of people and families in our 

community that are struggling and feeling vulnerable. As we always do at St. Wilfrid’s we 

are collecting goods to make up hampers for these families. Contributions of the following 

would be very much appreciated:  

Toiletries – toothpaste – shampoo/conditioner/

shower gel  

Cleaning products – kitchen and bathroom/washing 

powder  

Tinned items – beans/soup/meats/vegetables/

potatoes/rice pudding  

Sauces – apple/mint/cranberry/or dried packet 

mixes  

Pasta, Rice, Pasta sauces, Pop, Crisps,  

Christmas items – Crackers /chocolates/biscuits/         

Christmas pudding.  

 

Any goods left over will be donated to the local foodbanks.  

 



Chaplaincy News (continued) 

Yesterday members of our church and local community came to St. Wilfrid’s for afternoon 

tea and bingo. The SVP B-Attitude students served our visitors with tea and cakes and 

chatted with them. The food was beautiful.  Thank you to Helene Askham, our catering 

manager,  and her team for taking time out in their busy day to make it for us. The          

afternoon was a great success and our visitors left very happy, looking forward to visiting 

us again. 

One of our students Troy Njenje-Mbanga had this to say about the afternoon.. 

“On Thursday we had a tea party in the Chaplaincy.  The student SVP members served the 

elderly with cakes, sandwiches and tea.  We made a difference in our local community by 

working together becoming a united team.  It was a great event. We are all proud of what 

we achieved” 

Student Voice Update 

This academic year, the school’s Student Voice team have continued to play an active role in 

whole school issues and events and this week sees the return of a former pupil with whom 

the student voice team will be collaborating. Caitlin Taylor will be revisiting school from 

York St John University to carry out a trial survey in relation to the impact of social media 

on young people’s mental health. If successful, the survey could be extended to include the 

wider school community. 

Other initiatives that the Student Voice team have been involved with this year include  

giving feedback to Mr McCabe on the recent rewards trips and prizes,  the design and    

content of a new school display  and the groups thoughts on their experience as St Wilfrid’s 

students for a display for Mrs Gilroy. A group of student voice regulars have also set up a 

weekly drop in session for students following their mental health awareness training with 

the Samaritans. Student Voice have also had their say on the design of the poppy badges 

recently sold in school and have been counting ballot papers from the school elections. 

Thank you to all those students who give up their time every Friday break time to be       

involved, 

Mr Sykes. 



NCOP Higher Education Progression Officer – St Wilfrid's Catholic High School and 

Sixth Form College 

Are you passionate about making a difference and helping young people achieve a higher 

education destination? Do you want to help us achieve the targets acting as a positive role 

model and sharing your experiences? 

Go Higher West Yorkshire (formerly HEART), a consortium of 12 Higher Education       

Providers in West Yorkshire, is looking to appoint a Higher Education Progression Officer 

to support the delivery of our HEFCE funded National Collaborative Outreach Programme 

(NCOP). 

You will be based within St Wilfrid’s Catholic High School and Sixth Form College. 

For further details see link below: 

https://jobs.leeds.ac.uk/vacancy.aspx?ref=SESAR1124 

St Wilfrid’s Alumni 

Calling all former students! St Wilfrid’s is proud to announce the launch of the St Wilfrid’s 

Alumni Project. The Alumni has been set up in order celebrate and share the achievements 

of our former pupils in relation to their chosen careers. We hope that by sharing these 

stories with our current students they will become inspired by those who were once in 

their shoes at school.  

We understand that our former students have many fond memories of their time with us 

and we also would like to share these as well as any advice for students who are wishing to 

follow a similar career path. The Alumni is open to all former students who feel they will be 

a positive example to our current students.  

To get involved all you need to do is visit http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/  

and click “submit your story” you will then be asked to complete an online form. From this 

information an online profile will be created within the alumni section on the school       

website.  

Please note that the Alumni is a web based format and should information be deemed      

appropriate then this will be displayed on the school’s website which is open to the public 

as well as being  displayed around school. This will not include significant personal and    

contact information.  For further information please contact Mr Holmes. 

https://jobs.leeds.ac.uk/vacancy.aspx?ref=SESAR1124
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/


Sixth Form Update 

Our Year 13 students, who passed the Progression Module in Year 12, went to an award ceremony at Leeds 

Becket University on the 10th November. The event was a lovely celebration of their hard work and effort; it 

was great to see them be rewarded in such a beautiful environment. Whilst all students who graduated      

received a certificate, there were two special awards handed out by the university. Maria Fairs won the 

‘Excellence Award’ and Anna Bailey was the recipient of the ‘Progress Award’. Well done to all students.  

We offer the Progression Module in Year 12 to all students in order to help with preparation for life after 

Sixth Form. This module is one of the reasons why progression to university is so high among our students at 

St. Wilfrid’s. It is designed to help all students, regardless if they are intending to go to university or not, to 

think about their onward choices, manage their finances and consider the pros and cons of Higher Education. 

It is run in partnership with local universities and apprenticeship providers. Our current Year 12 students 

have now begun the course and we hope for them to graduate through the programme and attend their own 

ceremony next year. We are fortunate to be working closely with local universities and have an established 

partnership with the NCOP’s Go Higher programme. If you would like any further details, contact our NCOP 

officer in school, Lucy Holehan.  

You may have noticed that in this week’s Budget announcement, the Department for Education are keen to 

promote continued study of Maths at Post-16. At St. Wilfrid’s we have strong numbers of students who chose 

St Wilfrid’s for Maths or Further Maths at A Level and enjoy their programmes. In addition, this year, we 

have offered the new Core Maths to our students. This is designed to help support students with the level of 

Maths needed to support their other A-Level programmes, without taking a full A Level. It is taught in Year 

12 only. It will support students considering any course with a Maths element – Sciences, Geography,         

Psychology, Economics – and is an exciting addition to our subjects. If you would like further details on this, 

please speak to the Sixth Form or Maths teams.  

We continue our profile of alumni and celebrate past students who credit the Sixth Form and wider school in 

shaping their careers: 

Name: Georgina Gayles, leaving St. Wilfrid’s in 2015 

A Level Course: A Levels Maths, Further Maths, Physics, 

Current Position: Consultant 

I went on to study Mathematics at Durham University 

“I completed my GCSEs at St Wilfrid’s and moved on to study A-Levels in Maths, Further Maths and Physics 

at the Sixth Form. Once I received my AS level results, I realised that I wanted to study Maths at           

university, so with the help and guidance from the teachers at St Wilfrid’s, I started applying for              

universities. I achieved A*AA in my A levels which was what I needed to get into my top choice, Durham    

University. I am currently in my final year at Durham studying for a BSc degree in Mathematics, on track for 

a 1st class degree. I have always wanted to go into a career where I can use my maths skills and continue 

learning, with this in mind I started looking at financial careers. A family friend spoke to me about being an 

Actuary, when I was still at St Wilfrid’s and ever since then it has been the career choice for me. I chose 

this career path because I get to use my maths on a day to day basis to calculate risk and uncertainty, as well 

as, continue studying towards Actuarial exams. In my second year at university, I decided to apply for       

Actuarial Summer Internships and I received a 9 week placement at a large financial firm in Leeds. During 

this placement I worked in Pensions Actuarial Consulting, which I thoroughly enjoyed as I got to work with 

clients and use my maths to calculate many things including the value of members pension schemes and how 

much would need to be invested to gain the assets to pay in these schemes. The biggest highlight of my     

career so far is that I have since received a graduate job offer with this company and will start my career as 

a trainee Actuary in September 2018. 



Fondest memory at St Wilfrid’s (Continued) 

I have many fond memories of St Wilfrid’s which I share with the many close friends that I met at high 

school, who I am still very close to now. Some of my favourite memories were from St Wilfrid’s Day, as this 

was always a big celebration and a fun day, when I was in both high school and sixth form. I also really       

enjoyed the many school trips I went on during my time at St Wilfrid’s, including the trips to Switzerland and 

Austria with the school choir in year 7 and 8, where I got to see new countries and meet many new friends. 

Advice to our current students 

One piece of advice I could give is to just work as hard as you can and to your full potential. Throughout 

school and university I have met many people who have been a lot smarter than me and better at certain    

subjects but I have always taken pride in that I have tried my best and worked as hard as I could and now I 

am about to graduate and start my future career, I can see that all the hard work is worth it. I would also 

advise you to research your future career to keep an eye out for any opportunities that may be coming up and 

don’t be afraid to ask lots of questions. 

VACANCY 
CASUAL LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

Grade G4, scale point 14-17 

(£16,781 - £17,772) 

Paid pro-rata to term-time and hours worked 

With immediate effect 

The position is required to fill vacancies/absences on zero hour contracts and the hours 

per week are flexible upon need and may involve part days 

For further information and an application form, please contact Jenny Doherty at: 

jdo@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk  

Deadline for completed applications: 

Midday on Wednesday 6th December 2017 

New extra-curricular opportunities in Science!!! 

The STEM Club will be back on after the Christmas holidays, every Wednesday starting 

from Wednesday 10th January in K13, 3:10pm - 4:10pm. As so much interest has been      

generated, the ten week sessions is now opened to take on some new additional members in 

year 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

To register your interest, please see Mrs Adeyemi in K13 or collect a letter from the     

Science Prep room by Friday 1st December 2017 at the latest. 

mailto:jdo@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk

