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Dear Parents/Guardians 

 

I do hope that you and your families had a restful summer and feel refreshed for a new and 

busy term ahead.  I would like to congratulate the students on the positive start they have 

made to the new Academic Year.  In particular, well done to the Year 7 students who have 

made an exemplary start to the term.   

 

I wish to thank all families for the due care you have offered in preparing your children for 

the new school year with regard to uniform and their positive and aspirational approach to 

study and School life.  I look forward to formally recognising and celebrating their          

achievements. 

Uniform  

Please can I remind all students and families that full details on uniform expectation are in 

the student planner and also available on the school web site.  We have requested that                     

students wearing incorrect uniform make a positive change with immediate effect.  Please 

contact the BART team for further information and guidance. Thank you to the majority of 

students and their families for having correct uniform, your continued support is                                  

appreciated.  

Water Bottles 

This year we are working on several projects in order to improve our school environment.  

One project I would like to encourage all students and staff to support is the bringing of    

re-usable drinking bottles to school instead of named labelled drinking bottles.  This is 

common practise on our feeder schools and something I believe our students can adopt at 

St Wilfrid’s.   This will help to reduce school waste and help to preserve our environment. 

 

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Tutor Evening  

Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to invite you to attend the Year 7 Tutor Evening on Thursday 5th October 

2017.  This is an important evening and provides you with an opportunity to discuss your 

child’s progress.  During the evening you will be able to speak with their Form Tutor and 

have an opportunity to attend three separate presentations relating to English,           

Mathematics and Milestone Assessments.  The library will be open for parents to visit and 

discuss the accelerated reader programme used with Year 7 students.  We will also be 

launching the new SIMS Parent App, which will replace the SIMS learning gateway. 

 

Please use our online appointment booking system which allows you to choose your own time 

to meet with Form Tutors. The system will be open from 9 am Monday 25th September until 

12.30pm on Thursday 5th October.  Should you wish to make any changes after this date or 

you do not have access to the internet or an email address, please contact the school      

office who will be happy to add appointments on your behalf.  Your child will bring home all 

the relevant information and times given for you to attend the presentations. This will be 

on a sticker in their planner. 

 

Please visit https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk to book your appointments. A 

short guide on how to add appointments can be accessed on the school website. 

Yours sincerely  

 

Miss E Jarosz 

Director of Year 7 

Chaplaincy News 

Over the last two weeks all the Year 7 forms have experienced a day of recollection in the 

chaplaincy. The days have been full of prayer, games, tasks and have ended in the Sacred 

Mass. The behaviour has been exemplarily, I am so proud of the reverence and respect our 

students have shown during our times of prayer but especially during Mass.   

https://StWilfrids.parentseveningsystem.co.uk


Respect Week @ St Wilfrid’s 

At St Wilfrid’s we support students from a diverse set of backgrounds, we believe it is our 

joint responsibility to educate respect and safeguard our students in a supportive           

environment with safe adults. We aim to educate students on a range of diversity and     

social issues particularly on issues our students may face throughout their childhood into 

adulthood. This is in line with ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education 2015’ guidance. We have 

additional safeguarding advice on the school website that includes services and information 

for both students and parents. To meet the ever-growing need to raise these issues and 

provide support, advice and guidance, St Wilfrid’s will be hosting a ‘Respect Week 2017’ 

event from 25-29th September.  

During the week we have invited a range of partnership agencies and organisations to    

provide informative educational sessions to students from all year groups. We have      

carefully selected sessions which will educate and allow students to gain information on a 

range of topics i.e. The Teenage Cancer Trust; Barnardo’s Positive Identities team; West      

Yorkshire Police in partnership with Barnardo’s; Spectrum Community Health, Wakefield, 

Thoughtbox Education, Catholic Care, Age UK in partnership with Macmillan Cancer       

Support, TenTen Theatre Company and Yew Tree Arts Company, SENSS Communication and 

Interaction Team and the National Clinical Lead for Mental Health for Health Education 

England.  

All sessions are designed to promote diversity, teach respect and educate students on how 

to keep themselves safe and healthy. In addition to this week we will also be conducting a 

safeguarding survey with students. We will also offer after care as some of the              

educational topics may touch on personal experiences for some students. We will provide 

emotional well-being support for students to explore questions and feelings they may      

experience. Please do ask your child if they have had a presentation or workshop and what 

they have learnt. Your thoughts would be welcome too. 

Year 13 Sports Trip to Leeds Trinity University 

 

Last week Miss Holehan and Mr Holmes took seven of our Year 13 Sports BTEC students to 

Leeds Trinity University last week as part of the National Collaborative Outreach Project 

(NCOP). They took part in a ‘Careers in Sport’ lesson with current undergraduates and alumni 

who work within professional sports, as well as a practical session using timing gates and other 

equipment normally used by Sports Science students. They also had a talk from ex Leeds  

Rhinos players Jamie Peacock and Jamie Jones- Buchanan about the challenges they have faced 

during their careers. The students had a great insight into continuing their study of sport and 

possible career paths they could follow through continuing to Higher Education. 

 

To find out more about the NCOP project and to find out more information on accessing Higher 

Education, go to http://www.gohigherwestyorks.ac.uk/ or speak to Miss Holehan in Careers.  

http://www.gohigherwestyorks.ac.uk/


Non-Uniform Day Wednesday 27th September 

In previous years, the schools within the BKCAT have clubbed together to support a       

particular cause or charity. In the past we have supported the African Children’s Choir, 

Yorkshire Air Ambulance and Cystic Fibrosis. This academic year, the schools within the 

Trust and a few sister schools have decided to focus less on fundraising and more on 

‘Works of Mercy’. The schools within the Trust will engage in various activities in the    

coming 12 months and will support the work of the “Mini-Vinnie” in the Primary Schools and 

the Youth SVP at St Wilfrid’s. Last March, the Society of St Vincent de Paul was formed 

at   St Wilfrid’s. Youth SVP is the next natural step following the Mini Vinnies programme. 

Our 11-18 year olds now begin to undertake simple voluntary work in their parishes, schools 

and local communities on a more regular basis, whilst developing their faith and spirituality.  

Meetings are centred on prayer, planning and discussion and are equally as important as the 

activities they undertake. In order to carry out its mission the groups we have in school  

require a pot of money to establish and maintain acts of mercy in our school community and 

beyond. So for our first of 5 non-uniform days this academic year, we ask for a donation of 

£1 for the work of the school’s Youth SVP groups. Non- uniform day is on Wednesday 27th 

September and we ask that your child will donate their pound coin to their form tutor that 

morning. We ask that students wear sensible, casual clothing for non-uniform day. 

 

UK Youth Parliament 

Next week students will be asked to ‘Make their Mark’ on a ballot paper devised by the 

Wakefield Youth Members of Parliament. The ballot paper includes various topics that can 

be discussed in Parliament which affect young people. Students will vote to decide the top 

5 issues to discuss.  

This is run by young people for young people and allow their voice to be heard in the House 

of Commons. Next month, students at St Wilfrid’s will have an opportunity to consider 

standing as a Member of UK Youth Parliament and sit with over 300 other young people 

from across the UK in the House of Commons to debate the top 5 issues voted for by young 

people of Wakefield. Watch this space…  

 

 

Ski Trip 2018 

 

A reminder that the September payment of £150 is due for the Ski Trip departing in   

February 2018. Please can you make sure you are keeping up with the payment schedule 

that was indicated on the initial letter. The parents meeting for this trip will be taking 

place on Tuesday 28th November. Your child will receive a letter nearer the time with      

information about the documents you need to bring.  



Dropping off and Parking at School 

Students may be dropped off on the far side of the school bus bay car park in a morning 

marked drop off point. The school gates close automatically at 8.45 am. Students arriving 

later than this should enter school via main reception.  

Cars cannot park in the bus bay car park in the afternoons until 3.20pm when the majority 

of buses have left site. After this time students can be collected from the far side of the 

bus bay car park.  For safety reasons please do not park or drop off on the yellow lines or 

the zebra crossing in the school car park.  

Dropping off & Parking around the School Site 

Parking around school is extremely busy at the start and end of the school day and causes 

disruption for other road users and local residents. We have been asked by several local 

residents and the local police to remind parents that they must not park: 

 - On yellow zig zag lines/ double yellow lines 

 - In a way that  blocks access to houses, gates and driveways even for a few minutes 

 - On pavements/kerbs at any time. 

Our Safer Schools Officer, PC Serena Rickard  and the local community police officers will 

be on duty on a regular basis to support school and the local community with this. Your                       

co-operation will help keep all our students safe which is our main priority.  

 

Transport 

From Monday 18th September boarding cards must be shown on the W9 

Barnsley and 520 Swillington buses.  These services are operated by Ross 

Travel on behalf of St Wilfrid’s.  If you have not yet purchased a pass please contact the 

school finance office on ext 278 

Please be aware that from Monday 18th September the 610 bus has a slightly new route 

and timetable.  For more details please visit our website:  

 www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk / our school/ bus routes. 

The School Shop 

We are open from 8.30am until 3.10pm every school day.  

Students can visit the shop every morning before form time and also 

at break time, lunch time and home time. 

We sell equipment for learning, planners, ties and PE kit.   

Coming soon! *School Blazers* 

 



Year 7 Inspire Event 

Year 7 students and their families are invited to take part in the Great St Wilfrid’s Bake Off 

Competition. One form class each day takes part in the event- the dates are listed below. We 

hope you can join us for the event. Fill details are available in a letter sent out with students this 

week.  

Monday 30th October ~ 7 More 

Tuesday 31st October ~ 7 Clitherow  

Wednesday 1st November ~ 7 Howard  

Thursday 2nd November ~ 7 Newman 

Friday 3rd November ~ 7 Kirby 

 

Monday 6th November ~ 7 Briant 

Tuesday 7th November ~ 7 Postgate 

Wednesday 8th November ~ 7 Gwynn 

Thursday 9th November ~ 7 Ward 

Friday 10th November ~ 7 Fisher 

Library opening hours 

The library opening hours are: Monday – Friday 8:00 till 8:45 and Break time. 

After school: Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 3:10 – 4:30,  

Thursday 3:10 – 4:00 and closed on Friday.  If you have any queries please 

feel free to call me on Ext 235. 

Choices 16+ 

The Wakefield learning Community are holding a special careers event to help Year 11 students 

explore opportunities and choices available to them after Year 11.  The event is to be held on 

Tuesday 26th September 3pm – 6:45pm at Cedar Court Hotel, Denby Dale Road West, 

Wakefield, WF4 3QZ.  The purpose of the event is to provide students with information about 

the wide range of courses, training provision and learning pathways now available.   

Interested in Minecraft, robotics, computing or programming? 

CodeDojo- the computing club for year 7, 8 & 9, is up and running again. Come along to R37 on 

Monday at 3.10 to take part in fun projects using a Raspberry Pi. Last year we made traffic lights, 

a biscuit tin alarm (to keep Mr Wiley out) and built robots that roamed around the classroom. The 

club will give you the opportunity to work with others, learn new skills and create something    

awesome. The Raspberry Pi foundation also run Pioneer competitions three times a year. A digital 

making challenge for 11-16 year olds. We would love to enter a team this year, so for more        

information come up and see us in R37. 



 

Opening times 

Breakfast 

7.45am - 8.45am 

Break Time 

11.10am - 11.40am 

Lunch Time 

12.40pm - 2.10pm 

After school 

3.10pm - 6.00pm 

 

Breakfast ~ Our breakfast menu includes : 

Cereal, Toast, & Juice 

Traditional - Bacon, Sausage , Sandwiches, Beans 

on Toast & More 

Break Time ~ Our break menu includes : 

All of the above + Pastries and hot & cold drinks 

Lunch Time ~ Our lunch menu includes : 

Jacket Potato/Salad Bar 

Traditional Lunches (daily varieties)  

Pasta Bar with a selection of toppings  

Sandwich Bar with hot & cold Wraps 

 

The Hut 

Open at break and lunch time serving a                      

variety of students favourites. 

NEW -  Still to Name ?????? 

Pizza and Rib steak twists & hot sandwiches 

+ many more student favourites  

Students! we need your help 

Our new outside serving bar has yet to be 

named so our catering manager above has  

decided to hold a competition for students to 

name it for us! Entry forms will be given to 

form tutors for you to enter.  Prizes up for 

grabs will be announced soon. The closing 

date is Thursday 19th October. Good Luck... 

The Hut 

Coming Soon! 

After October half term we are intruding 

the new outside dining canopy - it will be 

a large additional seating area under                     

cover with the outside experience…... 




