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Dear Parents/Guardians 

I was fortunate to be able to meet recently with the school eco council. I was delighted   

by their diligence and scrutiny of school daily life and with the suggestions and                   

recommendations they had presented for improvement. One project I would like to         

encourage and support is the use of a reusable drinking bottle. Please could I encourage 

families to consider the use of a reusable drinking bottle for their students at school. The 

use of a water bottle is common place in many of our feeder primary schools and is      

something I and the eco council wish to encourage at secondary school. The use of a       

reusable water bottle would significantly reduce the amount of waste and litter generated 

each day and in turn help preserve a clean and environmentally friendly environment. 

The eco council and I would like to thank those students who act as good ‘stewards of    

creation’ by being responsible with their waste and litter and use the school bins provided. 

We thank them for their efforts and the example they provide for others in taking good 

care of our environment. 

Can I also remind parents that the school is closed on Monday 4th                    

December in lieu of our open day.  To view the school calendar and 

term dates please visit our website www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk  

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher B.A. (Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH. 

 

 

Word Millionaires 

Last week three pupils in Year 7 became Word Millionaires, which means their word total 

over all the books they have read exceeds a million.  Lucas Li 7W, Erim Thorpe 7C and Lily 

Rhodes 7N have reached this milestone in just 11 weeks, which is an incredible        

achievement.  They each received 2 certificates and a £5 Amazon voucher in the Year 7 

assembly for their amazing efforts.  Well done. 

Kim Simpkin (Librarian) 



Stars in our Schools 

Stars in Our Schools is an annual            

celebration of school support staff. This 

year’s event was held on Friday 24th      

November 2017.   

Unison nominated St Wilfrid’s for this 

award and ran an all-day event recognising 

the work that St Wilfrid’s support staff do  

supporting students and teachers.  For 

more information visit 

www.starinourschools.uk  

St Wilfrid’s STMC 

Four St. Wilfrid’s sixth form students were recently victorious in the regional final of the 

Senior Team Mathematics Challenge held at Outwood Conference Centre in Adwick,                         

Doncaster on 23rd November 2017. Robert Sawdon and Robert Yeo from Year 13,  joined by 

Charlie Norris and David Burrows from Year 12 – all of whom study Further Mathematics  

made up the 4-strong St. Wilfrid’s team which competed in the three rounds of the STMC 

and beat many prestigious opponents such as Ackworth School. The students have qualified 

to compete in the National Final in London which will be held at the Royal Horticultural Halls 

in February 2018. The STMC, run by the UK Mathematics Trust is a competition testing 

mathematical, communication and teamwork skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO L to R: Charlie Norris (Year 12) David Burrows (Year 12) Robert Sawdon (Year 13) 

Robert Yeo (Year 13) Kevin Field (Maths KS5 Coordinator) 

http://www.starinourschools.uk


Languages News  

Year 7  

The Spelling Bee competition is drawing nearer.  The class competition will take place just                  

before the Christmas holidays so please keep practising the words at home!  Let’s get as many of 

St. Wilfrid’s pupils through to the finals as possible!  Year 7 are also completing reading                         

assessments at the moment, so keep practising your vocabulary from the learning logs in                   

preparation for these.   

Year 8 

The Translation Bee class competitions are just around the corner for Year 8.  Pupils will have 

one minute to translate as many sentences as they can, in the present tense, using the words 

from the prescribed list. Good luck with your preparation! 

GCSE - Years 9, 10 & 11 

Could we ask all pupils to check they have access to our online resource using the following link: 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com, from the publishers of the textbooks we use. If any                     

student is having difficulty accessing the website, they are able to get help at break time, if 

they see their teacher or come to the MFL office. Most pupils are now up and running and could 

be logging on at home to consolidate the work covered in class. 

Year 11 

Year 11 have completed their MFL written papers now. All that remains is the oral exam.                                      

Remember, the mock speaking examinations will take place from Thursday 7 December to                  

Thursday 14 December.  Individual times for these will be posted on the MFL notice board, just 

outside the MFL office.  Teachers will have already shared these will pupils, or will do so in the 

coming week. Good luck Year 11! 

Mr Tawn    Mrs Perea 

 School Online 

Shop 

 
We have introduced an online shop to our website which is                 

directly linked to ParentPay.  This service has been launched 

for your convenience so that you can shop at home, and also to 

reduce the amount of cash that students have to carry around 

with the at school. We have school Blazers, Ties, PE Kits,      

Equipment and much more now available to purchase. 

We are aiming to have your goods ready for collection either by your child via the school shop 

or by yourself from reception the next day but orders must be placed before 12pm to take 

advantage of this next day service.  Any orders after this time will be ready for                          

collection the day after that e.g: (order Monday 2pm ready for collection Wednesday am)  

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com


Chaplaincy News 

Christmas Hampers                                                                                                                                    

It’s coming up to the time of the year when we start thinking of people and families in our                    

community that are struggling and feeling vulnerable. As we always do at St. Wilfrid’s we are                   

collecting goods to make up hampers for these families. Contributions of the following would be 

very much appreciated:  

Toiletries - toothpaste/shampoo/conditioner/shower gel/cleaning products 

kitchen and bathroom/washing powder  

tinned items – beans/soup/meats/vegetables/potatoes/rice pudding  

Sauces/packets – apple/mint/cranberry/or dried packet mixes/pasta/rice/

pasta sauces/pop/crisps 

Christmas items – crackers /chocolates/biscuits/ Christmas pudding.  

Any goods left over will be donated to the local foodbanks.  

Community News 

Last Week members of our church and local community came to St. Wilfrid’s for afternoon tea and 

bingo. The SVP B-Attitude students served our visitors with tea and cakes and chatted with them. 

The food was beautiful. Thank you to Helene Askham, our catering manager, and her team for taking 

time out in their busy day to make it for us. The afternoon was a great success and our visitors left 

very happy, looking forward to visiting us again.  One of our students Troy Njenje-Mbanga had this to 

say about the afternoon. 

“On Thursday we had a tea party in the Chaplaincy. The student 

SVP members served the elderly with cakes, sandwiches and tea. 

We made a difference in our local community by  working together 

becoming a united team. It was a great event. We are all proud of 

what we achieved”. 

 

 

We are taking a group of students to Revelation in December please see      

Mrs Pearce in the chaplaincy if you are interested. 
 

We are also hosting our annual senior citizens Christmas party 

on Wednesday 6th December for members of our community that                                    

live in sheltered accommodation or private care homes.  Any donations you can give 

for bingo or raffle prizes will be gratefully received.  

 



St Wilfrid’s Alumni 

Calling all former students! St Wilfrid’s is proud to announce the launch of the St Wilfrid’s 

Alumni Project. The Alumni has been set up in order celebrate and share the achievements 

of our former pupils in relation to their chosen careers. We hope that by sharing these 

stories with our current students they will become inspired by those who were once in 

their shoes at school.  

We understand that our former students have many fond memories of their time with us 

and we also would like to share these as well as any advice for students who are wishing to 

follow a similar career path. The Alumni is open to all former students who feel they will be 

a positive example to our current students.  

To get involved all you need to do is visit http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/  

and click “submit your story” you will then be asked to complete an online form. From this 

information an online profile will be created within the alumni section on the school       

website.  

Please note that the Alumni is a web based format and should information be deemed      

appropriate then this will be displayed on the school’s website which is open to the public 

as well as being  displayed around school. This will not include significant personal and    

contact information.  For further information please contact Mr Holmes. 

VACANCY 
CASUAL LEARNING SUPPORT ASSISTANT 

Grade G4, scale point 14-17 

(£16,781 - £17,772) 

Paid pro-rata to term-time and hours worked 

With immediate effect 

The position is required to fill vacancies/absences on zero hour contracts and the hours 

per week are flexible upon need and may involve part days 

For further information and an application form, please contact Jenny Doherty at: 

jdo@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk  

Deadline for completed applications: 

Midday on Wednesday 6th December 2017 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/
mailto:jdo@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Pastoral News 

Safeguarding Update – 30.11.2017  

On-Line safety is an issue that we discuss with students on a regular basis to help keep 

them safe. This includes assemblies, respect week presentations and PSHCE.  

To support students and families in this ever-changing area of child safety we wanted to 

make you aware of the following guidance and websites. Having viewed these, we feel they 

are appropriate and informative. The material was recommend to us by the Wakefield                

Children’s Safeguarding Board 

 

https://swgfl.org.uk/Uploads/85/85e59bf7-02c5-4773-bc48-9d7f21025ecd.pdf  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/  

http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/  

https://www.parentsprotect.co.uk/internet_safety.htm  

 

In school, support for students is available from Peer mentors for issues surrounding                    

student’s mental health and emotional well-being. This is available in the chaplaincy on 

Wednesday break time. All students can access and these sessions. The Samaritans                      

Wakefield and an educational psychologist on listening and support have trained the Peer 

Mentors. 

Students can become involved and train to be a peer mentor. Further details are available 

from the chaplaincy.  

 

The pastoral team is expanding. We welcome Mrs C Cooper to her new role as the ‘Manager 

of the Behaviour and Rewards Team’ 

Mrs H Baker has been appointed as HLTA for Inclusion and Intervention and begins her 

new role on Tuesday 5th December.  

 The B.A.R.T team are available for support on 01977 691000 ext. 215.  

 

https://swgfl.org.uk/Uploads/85/85e59bf7-02c5-4773-bc48-9d7f21025ecd.pdf
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre/
http://www.safetynetkids.org.uk/personal-safety/staying-safe-online/
https://www.parentsprotect.co.uk/internet_safety.htm

