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Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to thank all the students for their hard work during the long Autumn term. I am confident 

that all our students will be looking forward to a well-earned rest.                                                                                 

Year 11 have worked hard completing their mock examinations, these examinations are integral for our 

students in order to gauge their progress and what they are still required to improve before their final                   

examinations in the summer. The students conducted themselves very well during the exam season.                         

I would like to praise in particular those students who contribute so positively to the school community 

each week through their various activities, as buddies, as prefects, as student leaders, as members of the 

school council, student voice, SVP and Eco council. Their positive contribution and example to their peers 

is to be commended.                                                                                                                                                     

I am delighted to have been able to formally recognize through the P5 Head teacher awards, so many            

students for their positive contribution to the many aspects of school life and for their academic                           

excellence. I look forward to recognising further outstanding contributions from our students in the New 

Year.                                                                                                                                                                        

Spiritually, we have been preparing the students for Christmas in our Advent assemblies and through our 

morning reflections during form time. Many of our students have also contributed to acts of mercy during 

advert, supporting projects for the less fortunate in society and through school events, including the               

senior citizens Christmas party, afternoon tea with the SVP, contributing to and preparing food hampers 

for those experiencing difficulties at this time of year, preparation for the Advent celebrations for the 

end of term, Singing carols for the local community, preparing and showcasing a pantomime for Year 7                 

students and families as well as fundraising to support those students participating in the Leeds Diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes, scheduled for later this academic year. I would particularly like to pass on my 

thanks to those students who participated in the  Bishop Konstant Youth Choir Carol service on Sunday 

10th December at St Michael’s Church, Knottingley. It is a great pleasure to witness such talent and so 

many inspirational young people sharing their gifts with others.                                                                                   

I do hope that as parents you will encourage your son or daughter to attend the Sacrament of                             

Reconciliation and Mass during the Christmas holidays. As practicing Catholic’s it is our duty to proclaim 

Christ's birth and to ensure that the real message of Christmas is at the forefront of all that we do,                     

rather than the commercialism that surrounds us and can easily distract us from the true meaning of 

Christmas.                                                                                                                                                                     

I am sure that you would like to join with me in thanking all of the staff and Academy Council members at 

St Wilfrid’s High School for their continued hard work and commitment to the students of the school 

during the year. 

On behalf of everybody at St. Wilfrid’s High School, we wish you, your family and the students a happy 

and holy Christmas and every blessing for the New Year. 

Helen Gilroy                                                                                                                                                        

Headteacher B.A. (Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH. 



Notices to Parents 

Please note that with immediate effect we request that parents do not collect students 

from the school bus bay area between the times of 3:10pm to 3:30pm.  Safety of students 

is our main concern and the bus bay is extremely busy between those times. If you intend 

to collect your child after school students are welcome to remain in the school dining room 

until 3.30 until which point the volume of traffic has reduced.  Your understanding and    

cooperation with regard to this matter is greatly appreciated.                                                            

Students with specialist provision for transportation are to be collected from the front 

main carpark in the taxi or visitor allotted parking bays.                                                                      

Further to my previous notices with regard to supporting the school environment by         

encouraging your child to use a personal re usable drinking bottle for their beverage during 

the school day, which they should keep within their school bag at all times and used only at 

break and lunch time. I would like to remind all parents and students that canned drinks and 

high energy drinks are not permitted on school site. Canned items and high energy drinks 

will be confiscated until the end of the school day. 

Its Panto Season at St Wilfrid’s!!! 

 

On Monday night the Expressive Arts department performed their version 

of ‘Cinders’  It was an excellent production with very talented young people  

and was thoroughly entertaining.   

Well done to everyone! 



St Wilfrid’s Alumni 

Calling all former students! St Wilfrid’s is proud to announce the launch of the St Wilfrid’s 

Alumni Project. The Alumni has been set up in order celebrate and share the achievements 

of our former pupils in relation to their chosen careers. We hope that by sharing these 

stories with our current students they will become inspired by those who were once in 

their shoes at school.  

We understand that our former students have many fond memories of their time with us 

and we also would like to share these as well as any advice for students who are wishing to 

follow a similar career path. The Alumni is open to all former students who feel they will be 

a positive example to our current students.  

To get involved all you need to do is visit http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/  

and click “submit your story” you will then be asked to complete an online form. From this 

information an online profile will be created within the alumni section on the school       

website.  

Please note that the Alumni is a web based format and should information be deemed      

appropriate then this will be displayed on the school’s website which is open to the public 

as well as being  displayed around school. This will not include significant personal and    

contact information.  For further information please contact Mr Holmes. 

Word Millionaires 

There are four students who have become the latest Word Millionaires and they are Emily 

Fake 8F, Sienna Tillotson 7N, Scarlett Tillotson 8K and Amelia Wan 7G.  Congratulations 

and well done, they each receive 2 certificates and a £5 Amazon voucher for this amazing 

achievement. 

Kim Simpkin (Librarian) 

PE News 

Congratulations to the following girls who have all been selected to represent the West 

Yorkshire Cross Country team.  

Beth Butterfield 7C, Martha Everett 7M, Rosie Hall 7K, Niamh Atkinson 8G,                  

Emily Plimmer 9H, Lydia Barker 10C 

The girls were selected after consistently finishing within the top 10 

during the Wakefield School League fixtures. They will all represent 

West Yorkshire in the WYXC Championships at Grammar School in 

Leeds on Saturday 3rd February 2018. 

 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/school/alumni/


Languages News Desk 

Key Stage 3 

The Spelling Bee class competitions will be happening next week!  The names of the class 

winners will go through to the school competition, which will happen at the end of         

February.  Good luck to all Year 7s with your revision over the weekend!  Year 7 will also be 

completing speaking assessments after the Christmas break.  MFL staff will be giving more 

details about these in next week’s lesson.    

Good luck to all Year 8 for their translation bee class competitions next week!  Remember 

this is great practice for your understanding of tenses too.  Like the Spelling bee, all class 

winners will go on to the school competitions to be held in February.                                                     

Bonne chance! / ¡ Buena suerte!  

GCSE/Key Stage 4 

Year 10 

After the Christmas break Year 10 will be completing speaking assessments which will  

mirror the real exam they will have next year. Pupils will be asked on two of the themes 

they have covered in their GCSE studies thus far.  We encourage students to put some 

time aside after the Christmas festivities to do some revision for these. 

A reminder that GCSE speaking practice sessions run every Tuesday after school for one 

hour.  This is for Years 10 and 11 at the moment. These have been happening for some time 

now and have had a positive impact on the outcomes of the mock speaking exams for those 

who have attended. 

Year 11 

Year 11 have completed all papers now, with the speaking exams taking up most of this 

week.  Well done and thank you for all of your hard work!   Outcomes will be shared after 

the Christmas break. 

Paris Trip 

We are planning to take 16 Year 11 and Year 13 students to Paris during the Easter break.  

This should provide students with a fantastic opportunity to be fully immersed in French 

culture and a great opportunity to practise their speaking skills.  If you are interested, 

please see Mr Tawn for a letter. 

May we take this opportunity to wish you all Joyeux Noël and Feliz Navidad! 

Mr Tawn     Mrs Perea 

Head of French   Head of Spanish 



Chaplaincy News                                       

                                               

Revelation 

On Tuesday we took a group of students to 

Revelation at the Cathedral in Leeds. They   

enjoyed getting to know students from other 

schools in the Diocese and learning more 

about their faith. The theme was                                  

Fiat -meaning yes and we heard the Gospel 

account of the Annunciation and how Mary 

said yes to God.                                                                                                     

 

Revelation happens every month so if your child is in Year 9 or above and is interested    

letters are available in the Chaplaincy. 

 

Youth Alpha                                                                                        

We will be starting a Youth Alpha course in January, it is a practical introduction to the 

Christian faith and is designed to give young people the chance to come together over a 

meal to explore life and faith. The sessions will take place on a Wednesday after school 

and will finish in time for the study buses. If you child is interested letters are available 

from the Chaplaincy. 



Careers News 

Just over 100 year 11 students took part in a ‘Careers Panel’ event organised by National 

Collaborative Outreach Project and Ahead Partnership last Thursday. This involved seven 

professional volunteers from a variety of job roles including marketing, human resources, 

finance and an entrepreneur talking about their career paths and giving advice to our     

students about how to achieve their goals. These volunteers had come from a variety of 

educational backgrounds including army training, university, college and financial           

qualifications and gave a really interesting insight into what really happens within their  

professional life. A big thank you to Ahead Partnership and the volunteers for making this 

event happen. 

Please can all parents ensure that if they received an envelope of documents about the 

NCOP project (with a blue and purple ‘participant guidance’ booklet) during the last half 

term, they return the last page of the white paper document (‘Evaluation Agreement’) with 

both parent and student initials in each box. The return of this signed document is          

important to St Wilfrid’s receiving funding from the NCOP project in the next academic 

year and we have had a very low number of forms returned so far. Please come to Careers 

to collect a new form if it has been lost. 

Lucy Holehan—Higher Education Progression Officer 

 

History Battlefields Visit 

Thank you for the payments received so far.                                  

Please continue to make payments for the visit.  

 

Thank you, Miss Watson 



Year 10 and 12 Work Experience and Work Related Learning                                                  

Next July, students in Years 10 and 12 have the opportunity to have experience of the workplace and 

to gain valuable “soft-skills” and an understanding of the demands of employment and being an          

employee. The Department for Education highly recommends that students are given every opportunity 

to have work experience as it is vital for young people and for employers. It bridges the gap between 

school, college and work;  it helps young people make decisions about their future and develop new 

skills, and gives employers the chance to spot good new recruits. Work experience is such an important 

factor in young people’s job  prospects. Students gain skills developed in the workplace which are over 

and above the skills learned in formal education. Experience of a real workplace is also the best way to 

discover what they really like doing and where they want to go in life. 

Please would you talk about work experience with your daughter/son and to consider what employment 

sectors/placements that she/he might be interested in. Emailing different organisations or companies, 

or even better, telephoning them to arrange work experience could be something you both do together 

in the New Year.                                                     

More details can be found on our website http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/students/careers/work-

experience/ where you can download the forms and send to our Careers Team in school at Careers@st-

wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk. As many schools in the Wakefield District have work experience at the same time, 

it would be beneficial to get a placement organised as soon as possible to prevent any disappointment. 

We recommend that forms are completed by January 31st. Those without placements will be expected 

to attend school/college throughout the duration of the Work Experience week(s). 

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/students/careers/work-experience/
http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/students/careers/work-experience/
mailto:Careers@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk
mailto:Careers@st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk


Carols around the Christmas Tree  

Singing around the Christmas tree went 

well on Tuesday with the community                    

singing well known Christmas carols around 

the Christmas tree in North                                 

Featherstone. 

Christmas Concert 

This year’s Christmas Concert takes place 

on Thursday 21st December at 6.30pm in 

the Sports Hall and will last just over an 

hour, finishing at approximately 7.40pm.   

Everyone is welcome to 

join us and we look   

forward to seeing as 

many of you as possi-

ble.  

Christmas Jumper Day 

To help us get into the Christmas spirit there will be a festive non-uniform day on Friday 

22nd December. Everyone is encouraged to wear their Christmas jumpers,  Santa hats and 

tinsel accessories.    A £1 contribution should be paid with proceeds going to Lourdes.  

“Do your bit in festive knit” 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION! 

The letter attached is from West Yorkshire Police . Wakefield schools have been            

requested to send this to all parents and guardians to make them aware of an incident that 

occurred online and affected children in another area of the UK.  

Whilst no student at St Wilfrid’s is involved with or has reported any matters related to 

the incident we wanted to pass on this information.  

Year 11 UCAS 

Reminder for all Year 11 students – UCAS progress college applications must be completed 

by Friday.  Students are able to access help from the careers team Monday to Friday   

during form time, break and lunch and can also access the system from home.  There are 

user guides on the UCAS progress site and all students have been given paper copies of 

these. 




