
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER  - 13th October 2017     N°5  

Dear Parents/Guardians 

I would like to congratulate many students this week who have been nominated for the P5 

‘Headteacher Award’ for their positive contribution to the school community. I was very      

impressed by the demonstration of diligence, hard work and professionalism by so many of 

our students.   Well done to everyone nominated this week including: 

Year 7 

Ella Whitworth; Rosie Hall; Libby Wooffindin and Lewis Howard for making an outstanding 

presentation at the Open Day.    

Year 8 

Jensen McGreavy; Connor Murphy; Isabelle Martin; Kane Moran; Erica Gill; Maisie Fletcher; 

Niamh Atkinson; Nicole Kitchen and Phoebe Senior for their outstanding contribution to 

the year 8 team 

Year 9 

Martha Copeland; Molly Tomlinson and Maisie Rollinson for their outstanding contribution to 

the year 9 team 

Year 11 

Josephine Musgrave for exemplary home learning in History 

Congratulations to each student for being such a positive role model and ambassador for 

the school.  

Helen Gilroy 

Headteacher 

B.A. (Hons) P.G.C.E. NPQH. 

 

 

 

 



PARISH NEWSLETTER NOTICES 

I, Daniel Blake: Thursday 19th October, 5.45pm, Leeds Trinity University. 

(Refreshments from 5.15pm) 

Described as ‘blunt, dignified and brutally moving’ by The Guardian, I, Daniel Blake tells the 

story of a man who has worked all his life, but now due to poor health needs help from the 

welfare system that he has paid into his whole working life. The film highlights the     

struggles of real people in the welfare system, and the lengths they will go to survive. 

Leeds Trinity University will be screening the film at 5.45pm (refreshments from 5.15pm) 

on Thursday 19 October free of charge. If you would like to bring food donations on the 

evening, these will be split between Leeds Foodbank and St George’s Crypt in Leeds, to help 

those who are struggling and in need of our help. To book a free ticket, please visit: 

www.idanielblakefree.eventbrite.co.uk 

Yours sincerely in Christ. 

Fr Matthew Habron 

Chaplaincy News 

On Monday 16th October St. Wilfrid’s will be hosting the 2017 Lourdes reunion. The day will 

begin with mass, followed by workshops and testimonials from the students.  

The students that have applied for Lourdes 2018 should have received a letter notifying 

them of their place on the Pilgrimage.   

On Wednesday the 18th October we will be taking 29 of our students to Ripon on the annual 

Pilgrimage. Along with other schools in the Diocese we will take part in Mass at the          

Cathedral, have a picnic lunch then walk to Fountains Abbey. Keep checking Twitter for 

photos and updates of the day. 

BKCAT Mass 

On Wednesday 11th October the Annual BKCAT Mass was held at St Jospeh’s Castleford.  

Representatives from all 12 schools were in attendance.  The BKCAT Choir were present 

and sang beautifully.  The new choir set up by BKCAT is held in N1O on a Thursday           
afternoon, from 4.15-5.15pm. It is run by Charlotte Kitson, a musician from the Diocese of 
Leeds.  

Anyone wishing to join the BKCAT Choir, please see Mr McCarthy-Bell in the music          

department.  

Year 11 Mock Examinations 

As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, the Year 11 English mock exams will now take place 

on the morning of Tuesday 31st of October and Wednesday 1st of November.  Students are 

aware of this and have been preparing for the exams with their class teachers.  Students 

will receive copies of their timetable for all exams next week and begin to create a revision 

plan in preparation.   

http://www.idanielblakefree.eventbrite.co.uk


Geography News 

Year 12 have taken part in a fieldtrip to help develop understanding of the carbon cycle. 

We spent the day at Newmillerdam looking at the vegetation and taking some measurements 

to assess how much carbon is stored in the area. The weather was pleasant and we enjoyed 

learning outdoors, putting what we had studied into practice.  

Expressive Arts  

Rehearsals are well under way for this years’ school production of Sister Act. The cast 

have been working on a couple of numbers already, and costumes are already being fitted! 

Tickets will be available for purchase after Christmas. 

Cello Lessons 

The music department are offering cello lessons.  These will be held on a Thursday’s during 

periods 4 and 5.  Please contact Mr Clarke in the music department.  



Non-Uniform Day September 2017 

 

Raised £674.77 for the SVP groups in school. Thank you to those families who contributed 

for the work of the St Vincent de Paul Society in school. 

 

Theme for St Wilfrid’s Day 2017-18 

The bishops of England and Wales will hold a National Eucharistic        

Pilgrimage and Congress in Liverpool Echo Arena next year for up to 

10,000 pilgrims. The Eucharistic Congresses are gatherings of clergy, 

religious and laity which   promote an awareness of the central place of 

the      Eucharist in the life and mission of the Church. The last           

International Eucharistic Congress in  England was held in 1908 when 

permission for a public procession of the Blessed Sacrament was refused. In his Pastoral 

Letter to the     Diocese of Westminster for the solemnity of Corpus Christi, Cardinal 

Nichols wrote: 

"We seek to rejuvenate Eucharistic adoration in our parishes as the source of strength for 

our lives and for our mission, that of making present the love and compassion of Jesus in 

our society." Every diocese in England and Wales will take part in the Congress and the  

Cardinal encourages schools to make the pilgrimage to the Eucharistic Congress next     

September. Pope Francis, in 2016 said "I want to encourage everyone to visit – if possible, 

every day – especially amid life's difficulties, the Blessed Sacrament of the infinite love of 

Christ and His mercy, preserved in our churches, and often abandoned, to speak filially with 

Him, to listen to Him in silence, and to    peacefully entrust yourself to Him." The            

Eucharistic Congress has been given the title Adoremus (let us adore). It will bring people 

together from across the dioceses and further the service of the poor and marginalised in 

our midst. It will also aim to provide practical resources to develop the mission of the 

Church in prayer, contemplation and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. It is for this   

reason why our school has already introduced adoration of the Blessed Sacrament every 

Wednesday from 8.15am. In the coming year, we hope to introduce adoration during break 

and lunchtimes and encourage our students to engage in quiet prayer. 

 

National Collaborative Outreach Programme Student Letters  

A letter has been produced and will be sent out to all students in NCOP Postcode areas in 

the coming weeks informing you of the work of NCOP and to complete a form allowing NCOP 

to use its funding to support progression into higher education. Please return the forms to 

Lucy Holehan in the Careers Centre. 



SIMS Parent App. 

This year we have launched the SIMs Parent App.  This replaces the Learning Gateway. 

The SIMS Parent app allows us to easily communicate with you.  We will share information 

relating to attendance, achievement and behaviour, details about home learning and school 

reports using the Parent App. 

Parents with more than one child attending our school can access information relating to all 

of their children from the app. The app is easy to use and accessible from a smart phone, 

tablet or PC. The App uses a secure single sign-on function so you manage your logins. 

When you have installed the Parent App, you can also enable notifications. 

Requests for access to the Parent App can be made by completing the form accessed from 

the link below.   

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/uploads/2016/06/letter-and-usage-policy-2017.pdf 

You will then receive an email from us explaining how to create your login.  Parents that   

already have had access to the Learning Gateway do not need to complete the form to     

request access to the Parent App, an email relating to the Parent App will be sent over the 

next week.  

PE News 

Congratulations to the inter girls cross country team who competed in the first round of 

the English Schools Cross Country cup on Wednesday in Sheffield. The course was           

extremely difficult and a lot further than many members of the team had ran before. This 

did not put the girls off and they all did very well with our first four runners finishing in 

the top half of all competitors. Unfortunately the team just missed out on qualification for 

the next round, but we were very proud of all of them.  

Inter Girls team:  

Lydia Barker 

Abi Clegg 

Emily Plimmer 

Olivia Etherington 

Ella McElhatton  

Erin Hainsworth   

http://www.st-wilfrids.bkcat.co.uk/uploads/2016/06/letter-and-usage-policy-2017.pdf




Sixth Form  

Continuing in our theme of superstar past students of our Sixth Form we bring you the latest 

of our alumni. 

Rachael Dunnill left Sixth Form 5 years ago… 

Current Role – Junior Doctor at Northern General in Sheffield after studying medicine when 

leaving St Wilfrid’s 

“We cannot thank all the staff at St Wilfrid's enough as, without all of their commitment and 
hard work, Rachael would not have achieved the success she has. Rachael would often stay   
after school 4 nights per week, doing extra work and revision, which shows the commitment 
your staff have in helping pupils achieve their aspirations. Rachael predominantly did scientific 
subjects and so we would like to extend a special thank you to the Science and Maths          
departments, in particular Mr Lee , Mr O'Rourke, Ms Ball, Mr Hemmingway, and Mr Clarkson” 

“We would always recommend your school and college to future pupils and you should be proud 
of your achievements through the dedication and hard work of your staff”  

Mr and Mrs Dunnill 

Important Notices 

We would like to make you aware that due to building work commencing the 16th October to 

increase dining facilities for students, school will be making a temporary adjustment to  dining 

arrangements for Monday 16th, Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 18th October. Please see below is 

a revised timetable to accommodate one lunch for the whole school.  Students have been 

made aware of this temporary arrangement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Travelling to School by Bus?  

Please note that from Monday morning the bus drivers will not accept the old £1 coins.  

Please ensure your son/daughter has the correct coins. 

Time Period Changes 

9.10 -10.10 1   

10.10 – 10.30 Break 20 min Break,  full site open for student access. All 
food outlets available. 

10.30 – 11.30 2   

11.30 – 12.30 3   

12.30 – 1.10 Lunch 40 min Lunch 
Dining room 
12.30 – 12.45 Priority to Yr 10 - 11. 
12.45 – 1.00 Priority to   Yr 7 – 9 
Whole school site open for student access 
 

1.10 – 2.10 4   

2.10 – 3.10 5   


